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TO THE HIGH 


the Lady Er1zazzrxy 


her Grace, Daughter .to the 
high aud mighty King of great 
nx flower; _F Wife to Pe / Fd 
ous Prince, the Count Palatine 
of the the Rhinc: 


D,L.Wifheth all grace and proſpe- 
rltte here, a nd glory in the 
world to corre, 


WH renownedPrin» 
| cefle, I being 
SIE troubled, and 

&LLASY yyearicd with 


feare,lef my children ſhould 


and excellent Princeſſe ,\ 
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not finde the right way to 
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The Epiſtle. 


Heauen, thought with my 
ſelfe that I could doe no leſle 
for them, then cuery man 
will doe for his friend, which 
was, to write them the right 
way that I had truely obier- 
_ out of the written Word 
of God, leſt for want of war- 
ning they might fall where I 
fumbled, and then I ſhould 
thinke my ſelfe in the fault, 
who knew there were ſuch 
downe-falls in the world, 
that they could hardly climb 
the Hill to Heauen withour | 
| helpe, and yer had not told 
them thereof, Wherefore 1 
writ th:m the right & ready 
way to Heauen, well war- 
ranted by the Scriptures of 
the old and new Teftamenr, 
which is the trhe Word of 
| G OD, and told them how: 
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{ many falſe paths they ſhould 


ancanmed "I 


D edicat or " 


finde, how they ſhould finde 
them, and what care they 


ſhould haue to ſhun them: if | 


they tooke a falſe way,whzt 
a trouble they ſhould hauc 
in turning againe, what dan- 
ger if they went on: and of 
many doubtes which the 
world would make without 
a cauſe, and how filent ir 
would bee-in danger, Thus 
when I had written vnto 
them of theſe things, I was 
at much peace,quiet and con-: 
renrment, 

Bur as no contentment in 


the world continueth long, | 


ſoſodenly there aroſe anew 
care in my 'minde, how this 
ſcrole ſhould be kept for my 
children : for they were too 
young to receiue it, my ſelfe- 
? too 
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jrooold to keepe it, men too 
wiſe todire& it to,the world 
foo wicked to- endure it. 
Thenin great griefe I looked 
vp to heauen, from whence I 
knew commeth all comfort; 
and looking vp, I ſaw a moſt 
Angelicall Throne of prince- 
ly Pecres , and ' peereleſſe 
\ Princes pan for heauen, 
and yet by rhe appointment 
of God were here to comfort 
vson theearth : then Iper- 
ceiued that this Throne was 
the Ioy of England : then I 
conſidered that the higheſt 
bloud had the lowelt minde: 
then I ſaw humility looking 
down=-ward, while the ſweer 


ſlippes of her vertue grewe 
vpward : then, ecuen then, 
Priacely Lady, I beheld your 


| milde and courteous counte- 


Dance, 
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| Dedicatory, 


{ nance , which ſhewed your 
heart was bent to doe good 
| | toall : wherefore, without 
feate, and with much faith , 
| T aduentured to make your 
Grace the Proteareſle of 
this my Booke, knowing that 
ifyou would but ſuffer your 
name to be ſeencin it, Wiſe. 
dome would allow ic, and all 
the vvicked yvyinde in the 
world could not blowe ir a- 
way. The Loxp multiply 
' his graces more and more on 
you, and youchſafe ynto you 
a numerous pofterity,in who 
your Grace may recciue 
muchioy and comfort, and 
Gods Church, and true Reli- 
gion, continuall defence and 
propagation, 
Your Graces, in all humble 
| a1 d obſeruant duety : | 
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A OI Dan nog TOLD 
TO MY BELO- 


ued Sonnes, GEORG Hh 
loun awd WILLIAM 
LE1GH , all things 
pertaining to life 


& godlineſle, 


of teares, to his enerlaſting mer- 
cy in CnR1ST, my ſelfe not 
onely knowing what a care hee 


ſhonld be brought 1p godlity, but 
alſo at his death being charged 
in his will, by the loue and auety 
which 1 bare him, to ſee you well 
inſlrutted and bronweht vp in 
knowledge, | conld not chaſe but 
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Y children, God ha- 
wing taken your Fa- 
ther ont of this vale | 


had in his life time , that you | 
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The Mother 


ſeeks (according as I was by dw- 
ty bond) to falfill his will in all 
things, deſiring no greater com- 
fort in the world, then to ſee you 
grow in godlineſſe , that ſo you 
might meet your fatber in hea- 
ven where I ans ſure he is, my 
ſelfe being a witneſſe of his faith 
in Chriſt, e And ſeting my ſelfe 
going ont of the world, and you 
but comming in,l know not bow 
to performe this ducty ſo well, 
as to leaxe you theſe few Imes , 
which will ſhew you as well the 
great deſire your father had , 
both of your ſpirituall and tem- 
porall good, as the care I bad to 
fulfill bis will in this ; knowing , 
it was the laſt duty I ſhould per- 
forme vnto him. But when I bad 
written theſe things wnto you, 
and had ( as I thought ) ſome- 
thing fulfilled your fathers re- 
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| queſt, yer [ conld not ſee to what | 


Lt 


to her three Sonnes, | 


prrpoſe it ſhould terd , wnleſſe it 
were ſent abroad to you : for 
ſhould it be left with the eldeſt, 
is likely the youngeſt ſhould haue 
but little part init, Wherefore , 
ſetting aſide allfeare, Ihaxe ad- 
nentured to ſhew my impurfe(ti- 
ons to the view of the world, not 
regarding what cenſure ſhall for 
this bee layd pon mee , ſo that 
herein I may ſhew my [elfe a lo- 
wing Mother , and a dutifull 
Wife : eAnd thus I leage youto 
the proteition of him that made 
J08n, and reſt till death: 


Your fearefull, faithfull, 
and carefull Mather, 


D.L. 
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Counſel! to my ( hilaren. 


Y Sonnes, the readers of this book, 
1 doe you not intreat (word, 

To bearc with each miſplaced 
for why, wy paine's as great 

To write this little booke to you 

(the world may thinke indeed) 

As it will bee at any time 

for you the ſame to read, 


'F | | {| Bur this much and oft defire, 


that you would doe for mee, 

| To gather hony of cach flowre, 

as doth the laborous Bee. 

She lookes not who did place the Plant, 
nor how the flowre did grow ; 

: Whether ſo ſtately vp alofr, 

or necte the ground below, 


Bur where ſhee findes it, there ſhee workes, 


| { a:1d gets the wholſcme food, 


'f And 
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Connſeltto my Children, 


And beares it home and layes itvp, 
ro doe her Country good, 

And for to ſerue her ſclte ar need, 
when winter doth begin : 

When ſtorm and tempeſt is withour, 
then ſhee doth find within 


A ſweet and pleaſant wholfom food, 
a houſe to keepe her warme, 
A place where ſottly ſhe may ref?, 
and be kept from all karme. 
Except the Bee thar idle is, 
and ſeckes tao foone for reſt, 
Before ſhe filled hath her houſe, 
whereby her ſtare is bleft. 


And then as ſhe did reft too ſoone, 
too ſoone ſhe ſorrow knowes : 

When ſtormes and rempeſts are withour, 
then ſhe her ſelfe beſhrowes. © 

She louketh our and ſeeth death 
ready her to deuoure ! 

Then doth ſhe wiſh that ſhe had got 
more of re wholfome flowre. 


For why, within, her ſtore is ſpent, 
before the winter's paſt. 
And {he by no meanes can indure 


as Connfell to my Children, 


— 


the ſtormy winters blaft. 
Shelooketh out, and ſeeth death, 

and findes nolefſe within: 
Then too tos Jate for to repent, 


you {ce ſhe doth Re, 


Therefore ſce you nor idle be, 
this I would haue you know, 

Be ſure ſtill thatthe ground be good, 
whereou the Plant doth growe: 
Then gather well,and loſe no time, 

rake heed now you doſee, 
Eeft you be ynprouided found, 
as was the idle Bee. 


— 


D. BL. 


OS OT —_ 


DERSDE 


he 


TR OO 


Tema. wel” * ndRiaso:. wo 


PT OT . =. 


JenmERus. ae” * ponRig et. 


—_—_ 


The Contents of this 
BOOKE,. 


| 


y hap, Fol. | 


02. ns occaſion of writing this booke, 

was the conſideration of the care of 
Parents for their Children. I 

2 The firſt cauſe of writing, 1 4 — 
ly affettion. 

3 The beſt labour is for the foods of th, 
ſoule, 7 

4 The ſecond cauſe is, to ſtirre them wp to 
write. I4 
The third cauſe is, to moue women to 


be carefull of their Childrens, 16 | 


6 The fourth cauſe is,to arme them againſt 
poxerty. 1 
7 T he fift canſe is, not to feare death, 20 
8 The ſixt canſe is, to perſwade thenp.to 
teach their {bildrew. 24 
9 The ſenenth cauſe is, that they ſþanld 
Sine their Children good names. 27 


ts. 


Chap. 


- "_ 


. 
| — — 
_— — 


c 
p vw \ PI . —— 
wart ——— _— <A ——_—_—_ — a 
— —— ——— — a . 


en 


-_— > ht 


of A. oy 
- 
wm 
_— 
A 4 Su —_— -_—— 
- CC 
my 


Eee 


The Contents. 


Chap. Fol. 


10 Reaſons of gining good names to chil- 
dren, 43 

| 11 Children tobee taught betimes, and 
| brought vp gently, © 46 
1 2 Choyſe of Wines, 49 
13 Itis great folly for a man to miſlike his 
owne choyſe, 52 


14 How to drale with ſeruans, 58 
15 Patience is neceſſary for Gonernours 
of Families, G1 
16 Meanes to further private prayer. 65 
17 Lets. 66 
18 Helpes againſt the former lets, 69 
19 Topray often. 72 
20 Notto negleft private prayer. 78 
21 Men become worſe for want of viing 
00d meanes. $1 
22 Tolay holdon CyR1ST,is the beſt | 
t hing inthe wer{d. 8 
23 What neede is there to ſpeake much of 
Chriſt, 88 
24. The unthankfulneſſe of rich men , a 
great ſinne.99 — Chap, 


- <td _ +. Rh 


”; "=> be WEEN Aa. CP. p 


, 


_ 


The Contents; 


Chap. Fol. 
.25. How tercade withprefit. 102 
'2.6 The preeminence of priviats Prayer. 


8© 

| 27 The benefit of acquaintence with 
God, Bebe 106 

28 How long we haxe neede of prizate 
Prayer, 108 
29 Who pray prinately, 110 
30 Theway to rule oxr 8 ions, 113 
31 The benefit of the Holy G 122 
32 God aceepteth weake Prayers, 129 
33 No certaine rule for private prayer- 


IFTk 
34 Diners men troubled with divers s 
' I 

| 3 5 Benothart by a little temptation.1 56 | 

36 ldleneſſe and conectouſneſſe to be anot- 
ded, 168 
37 eA dangerous let of Prayer, 172 
38 Reaſons of caſting our care vpou God 
190 

201 


39 «Againſt immoderate care, 


þ 


40 The 


——— 


+ —"Y 


The Contents. 


Chap. Fol. 
40 Tho pots of oatward things: 214 
41 Prodigality.ſet ont; © 221 
42 Difference berweene an att and ey 

of ſmning, © 227. 
43 The ſernjce of the Sabboth ought tobee 


Pp me 232 
44 The honourable, calling of the Mini- 
Rers tained by worldlineſe. 238 
45 The right vfe of goods, 264 


| 


CuAP. ls 


' The occaſion of vuriting this 
Booke yas the con rderation 


of the care of Parents for 
their Children. 


y Children, when 
1 did truely weigh, 
rightly conſider 1 

fealy ſee 


| | and likewiſe per 
| | rhe great care, labour, *3- 
naile, | 


—— 
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'bour, 
fleepes with cate, 


avis ESA 
— The Moth 


uaile, an 


ring 


whole 


which Parents take to inric 
their children » 


their 
ſome breaking 


ies, and many 
their ſoules, ſome 


the Sea, ethers begging ÞY 


gore man, not 
Common-W ealch bee 


impoueriſhed, {o 
dren be :nriched : for them- 


ſclues they can 
with meatc , 
cloth, ſo that their childrey , 


| by their 


grs Bleſſt 


ng. | 
4 continuall tudy,} 


ſore Wea- | \ 


bodyes with la 
their 


ome ſpa- 


by bribe- 
fimony, others 
y, and a multitude 


from every 
caring if rhe 


their chil- 


bee content 
drinke , and 


meancs, may bee 


nuade rich , alwaies abuſing 


this 


| The Mothers Bleſſing, 


| goods) to exhort and defire 


| dome of God, and his righteouſ- 
| be adminiftred vnto you, 


| The firſt cauſe of writing, is a 


this partion of Scripture : He 
| that pronideth not for his owne 
| Family,is worſe then an Infidell: 
eyer lecking for the tempo- 
| rall chings ofthis world, and. 
forgetting thoſe things web 
| be eternal: when I colidered 
theſe things, Iſay,I thought 
good (being not defirous to 
inrich you with tranſitory 


you to follow the counſell o 


Chriſt : Firſt ſecke the Kimng- 
nes,and then all theſe things ſhal 


CnuaAP, 2. 


motherly affettion, 


Vt left you ſhovld mar- 


Mat 6.33. 


uaile, wy children, way! 
I doe 
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The Mothers Bleſſing, 


| Idoe not according to the 


vſuall cuſtome of women , 
exhort you by word and 
admonitions, rather then be 
writing: a thing ſo vnuſuall 
among vs , and eſpecially 
in ſuch-.a time, when there 
bee ſo many godly bookes 
in the world, that they 
mould in ſome mens ſtu- 
dies, while their Maſters are 
mard, becauſe they will not 
meditate ypon them ; as ma- 
ny mens garments moth-ecat 
in their Cheſts, while their 
Chriſtian Brethren quake 
with colde in the ſtreete for 
want of coucring ; knowe 
therefore that it was the mo. 


| therly affetion that I bare 


vnto you all, which made me 
now (as it often hath done | 


| heretofore) forget my ſelfe 


mn 
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| The Mothers Bleſſmg, | 


. eq 


|.in,, regard of you, : neither 
.care I what, you or any ſhall 


thinke of mee, if among ma- 
ny. words I may write but 
one ſcntence , .which may 
make you labor for the ſpixi- 


tuall food of the ſoule, which 


muſt be gathered every day 
out of the. W ord,as the chil- 
dren of Iſtael gathered Man- 
na in the wilderneſſe, By the 
which. you may ſecit.is ala- 
bour - .bur what labour? a 
pleaſant labour, a profitable 
labour :_ a labour without, 
the. which: the ſoule cannot 
live. For ,as the Children of 
Iſrael muſt needs Garuc, ex- 
cept they, gath'red euery day 


in the wil ernefle and;fed,of 11. 
itz ſo, muſt your ſoules, ex-! 
cept you gather the ſpizizuall | 
Manna out of the word eue-" 


iy 
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| linefſe, and finallypreſerue 


{ cd with itin their mouthes, 
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| The Moth er: Bleſſmg. 


[ry day, and feed of it conti- 
nually : for as they by this 
Manna c6forted their hearts, 
| ſtrengrhned their bodies , 
and preſerved their lives; ſo: 
| by this heauenly VVord of 
| God, you ſhall comfort your 
{ ſoules, make them ſtrong in 
faith, and grow intrue god- 


them with joy, to euer- 
laſtin life" through fairh in: 
Chriſt ; whereas, if you de- 
| fire any food for your ſoules, 
that is not in the' written 
Word of God , your ſoules 
die with it even in yonr harts 
and 'mourhes; euen as they, 
that defired other food , dy- 


were it never fo dainty ; fo 
ſhall you, and there isno re- 
couery for you, 200+ i 

Chap. 
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ay The Mothers Bleſsing. | 


CHAP, 3. 


The beſt labour is for the foods 
| of the ſonle, 
| 


H my Childyen, is 
() not this a comfor- | 

table labour > Onc 
not for the meate that periſheth, 
but F. the meate that — 
to everlaſting life: and yet 1 
ſee and feare, you ſhall ſee 
how many there bee that 
<roſle Chriſt in theſe words: 
| nay rather,crofſe themſclues: * 
for, contraty to our bleſſed 
Sauiours counſel, they la- 
bour for the meate thar peri- 
ſheth, and in the meane time 
they loſe the foode of euer- 
lafting life, This(my beloued 
| B {onnes 
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| Sauiour Chrift ſaith, Lebowr 16h.6.27. { 
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| - The Mothers Bleſſing, 


{ ſonnes and deate children | 
| this is the cauſe that maketh | 


mee {o mich to feare you , 


and thoſe who hereafter ſhall 


come of you, becauſe l ſee lo) 
[many that regard nor the 


words of our Sauiour Chriſt, 
who * came from the high 


Throne of God; andprea-: 
ched to. vs, and prayed for! 
vs, and topke. our fleſh vp-; 
on him, and kept it without' 


ſinne, refuſing no company, 
healing euery fſickencfle and 
difeaſc, fed the hungry, gaue 

ardon 'to euery (inner that 
would bur aske it, dyed for 


vs, induredthe paines of hell 


| for vs, yea, more then this, 


euen. in eur.owne fleſh. hee 
ouercame.linye, death;: aid 
hel, yea, and more then this , 
alſo, hee carried our fleſh in- 

ro 
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| thankefull ſhall , wee-ſhew | 


. 
pn er ee tn a= 


The 11, —_ Bleſſmg. 9 | 


— _—_ 


to Heauen in the fight of 
many, and there keepes 'it,, 
and is become a Mediatour | 
forvsinity hee ioyned hing- | 
ſelfe to vs in our fleſh, as it is 
written. He rooke onr fleſh wp+ 
on him : he taught ys to joyne 
our fleſh voto him by Faith , | 
that where. bee is, there wee | jjh.17.24, | 
might bee, with him. alſo :* and 
if wee. will not follow. him, | 
| 
| 


_—_— 
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Heb, 2.1 4. | 


that hath done all this for vs; | 
and much more then: I cat 
write or declare , how vn» 
out lelues? #7. Cri? nrginhl 
My deare Children, | have 
I not cauſe to teare?. the holy | 
Ghoſt faith by, the Prophet, | | 
Cana Mother forget the child El. 4915s! 
of her. mombe?, A$ithe fhayld | 
ſay, 1s it-pofhble, thar ſhee | 
which hath carried her child | 


. P | 
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| | The Mothers Bleſſing, 


within her, lo neerc her hart, 
and brought ir forth into 
this world with Jo much 
biccer paine, ſo many grones 
and cries, can forgetic? Nay, 
rather, will ſhee not labour 


now till Chriſt be formed ip 
11:2 Will ſhee nor bleſle ite-. 


uery time it ſuckes on her 
'breſts, when ſhee feelech 
the bloud come from her 
heart to notriſh it ? Will 
ſhee nor inſtru ir in rhe 
youth, and admonith it in 
the age, and prayforir con-. 
tinually ? Will ſhe nor bee 
afraid, that the child which 
ſhee endureth. ſuch paine- 
for, ſhould endure endlefle 
paine in hcll ? Could Saint 
Paul fay vnto the Galathi- 
ans, that were bur ſtrangers 
to him concerning the fleſh, 
only | 
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| The Mothers Bleſcings 


| only hee had ſpent ſome time 
amongſt them to brihg them 
tothe profeſsion of the truth, 


trom which hee feared they 
would fall ; and could hee, | 
ſay, write ynto them, My 


| little Children , of whom I doe 


trawuaile againe tn birth , wntill 


Chriſt be formed im you ? And 


can any man blame a Mo. 


ther (who indeed brought 
forth her childe with much 
paine ) though ſhee labour 
againe till Chriſt be formed 
in them? Could Saint Paxl 
wiſh himſelfe ſeperated from 
God for his brethrens ſake? 
and will not a Mothcr ven- 
ter to offend the world for 
her childrens ſake ? There - 
fore let no man blame a Mo- 
ther, though ſhe ſomething 
cxccede in writing to her 
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12 | The Mathers pling: _ | 


_—— 


children, fince every man 
knowes, that the loiie of a | 
Mother to her children; is | 
hardly contayned within the 
bounds of reaſon, Neither 
muſt you, my ſfonnes, when 
you come to bee of judge» 
ment, blame me for writing 
to you, ſince Nature telleth 
mee, that I cannot long bee 
heere to ſpeake vnto you, 
and this my minde will con- 
tinue long after mee in wri- 
ting; and yet not my miade, 
but I ſecke to pur you in 
minde of the words of our 
Saviour Chriſt , which ſaith, 
Labonr not for the meate that 
periſheth, cc, where you lee, 
that the food of the ſoule 15 
to bee gotten by labour, 
Why ſtand you heere (fayth 
Chriſt: ) here isno time tobe 


] 


_ Tr - 


| Thy ADrherr Bioffing." 
idly th they: thaclwill reſt with | 


| but ro follow Kit heere on 
|eapthio * "Bleſſed "are the dead, 
which dye mthe'Lord : ; for they | 
reſt from their labour. Thus 
| you fee, if you will goeto 
the place which- Chrifthath 
boyght for you}, you wuſt 
labour to follow Chriſt : hee 
labourd co getit for you, or 
elle all your labour would 
haue beene as hothing ; and 
now you muſt labdur t61ay 
hold on him. or el{e all your 
labour will bce worth no» 
thing, Many there bee that 
labour the. cleane contrary 
way; for they leaue Chriſt, 
and ke hold of traditions : 
and a number loyter , and 
by rhat. meanes neuer get 
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Thrift in;Heauen;; 'muſt 11-" 


hold on Chriſt And-this | 
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is the cauſe why I write vnto 


- 


you, that you might never 
flyc from-hims with: the one,, 
nor yet loyter with'the other, 
bur that you might learne ro 
follow him, and -ro-take hold 


| of him in-the written. Word 


of God, where you ſhall find 


him- (as. Chriſt himſelfe wit- | 


nefſcth;). and no where elle. 
Search the Scriptures, ſaith he, 


for they teſtifie of me,, Labour 


therefore that you may come 
yncea Chriſt, 


J—_— — 
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The ſecond cauſe ts , to ftirre 


them vp towrite. 


He ſecond cauſe, my 
ſonnes, why.I write 
vnto you ( for you 
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| 


may ' 
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may thinke that had J] had | 
qu one cauſe, 1 would nor 
ave changed the vſuall or- 
der of women) is needfull 
to be knowne, and may dce | 
much good, For where 1 
ſaw the great niercie of God 
roward you, in making you | 
men, and placing you a- | 
mongſt the wile, where you 
may learne the true written 
Word of God, which is the | 

path-way to all happineſle, 
and which will bring you | 
to the chicfe Citie, new Te- 
ruſalem : and the ſeuen I1be- 
fall ſciences, whereby you 
ſhall haue at leaft a ſuper- 
ficiall fight in all things : ] 
thought it fit to giue you 
yams example , and by wri- 
tipg to intreate you, that | 
when it ſhall pleaſe God te ! 
B 5 pine Lis 
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oiue both vertue and grace 
| with your learning, hee hay. | | 
uing made you men, that 
you may write and ſpeake 
the VVord of God, without 
offending any,that then you 
would remember ro write a 
booke vnto your children of 
| the right and true way to | 
| happineſſe , which may re- | 
' maine with them and thetrs | 
: for euer, 


be a 
| 

| o& H AP, % 

The third cauſe ts, to mone wo- 


"men to bee carefull of ther | 


childrens 


j 


—— ———— 


He third is, to enco- 
rage women (who, I | 
feare, will bluſh ar ' 
my boldnefſe) not to bee a- | 
ſhamed 


CO AL_W-” ND0=>_WERL AST ei en er Reno woo en ——_—— y_ 


| 


| $8>  -———omnrtlen = He 
' | ſhamed-to ſhew: their. infir- | 
mities, but to gine men the 
firſt and chiefe place : yet let 
vs labour re come in the ſe- 
cond; and becauſe wee muſt 
needs confefle, that ſinne en- 
rred by ySifito our poſtexity,| 
let vs ſhew how tarefull wee 
are to ſeeke ro Chriſt ro'caſt/ 
it out of ys and_ our poſtexi- 
ty,/and'how fearefull weare! 
that our ſinne ſhould finke 
any of them to the loweſt 
part of the earth; wherefore 
ler vs call vpon them to fol- 
low Chriſt, who will carry 
them to the height of hea- 
uen, 
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The fourth canſe is,to armethens 
againſtpowerty. 


He fourth-cauſe is,.to- 
|| dchire you, that you: 
will neuer feare po- 


verty,but alwaies know, its 


_— —— — - 


| 
Iob. 12. 9, 


| 
Math, 19; 
24. 


| kane the poore with you alwaies, 


the fate of the Children of 
G QD- to bee poore in the 
world, Chriſt ſaith, Tee- ſhall: 


Itmay be hee hath appointed: 
you or yours to-bce of this 
poore number f Doe not 
firive againſt Chriſt, Jt is as: 
hard ({aythhe) for arich man 
to enter into heanen , as for a 
Camel! to goe through the <) of 
Loni, Saint /ames fayth, 
Woe bee to you that are xich, 


| 


| 


wetdn Yemen tome 4. CE 8 Bi — 


Saint | 


The Mothers Bleſſing. 
Saint Paw! ſaith, The defire of 
money, is the reote of all eill. 
' VVhich if ic beerrue, as it is 


you Will defire zhe roote of 
all euill, which is money,and 
ſo become good for no- 
thing. The fcarc of poverty 
maketh mien run into a thou- 
land fins, which nothing els. 
could draw them ro: for ma. 
ny fearing the cold ſtermes 
of poyerty,. which neuerlaſt 
lone, run on tothe hot fire 
of hell, which neverhbath an 
evd, This matter requireth 
-many words, forit is hard to 
perſwade the nature of man 
rom the fcare of pouerty: 


of that afterwards : onely I; 
now 


KEE 


not to-bee doubred of, and | 
you feare pouerty, then doth | 
ir neceſſarily follow , that | 


wherefore I will ſpeake more ' | 


ht 


now ſay; \Feate!not'to bee 
poore ' with Dazar#s cj *buY 


feare athouſand times to bet | 


y ® 4 
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rich with Dixes.” 
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The fift cauſe is , not to feare 


death. 


# 


He fift cauſe is, tode- 

fire 'you never to 

ferre death; for the 

feare of death hath made 
many to deny the knowne 
truth, ard ſo haue broughr a | 
heauy itbdgement of GOD 
ypdn themſclues. A great 
reaſon, why you ſhould not 
feare death,is, becauſe you 
can 'by no meanes ſhunneit } 
6u muſt necedes indrre it , 
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ard therefore it 15 meerte thar 
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you ſhould bee alwayes you | 


pared for it, and neuer feare 
it, Hee that will [axe bis life, 
faith Chriſt, ſhall loſeit , and 
he that will loſe bis life for my 
ſake and the Goſpels, ſhall finde 
it, Doe norfeare the paines 
of death, in what ſhape ſoe- 
uer hee come : for perhaps 
thou ſhalt haue more paines 
vpon thy bed, and bee worle 
prouided to beare them, by 
reaſon of ſore grieuous 
fickeneſle, then thou art like 
ro feelc, when God ſhall call 
chee forth to witnefle his 
truth, The onely way not to 
feare death, is alwayes to be 
provided to die, And thar 
thou maiſt alwaies be proui- 
dedtodye, 'thou muft bee 
continually ſtrengrhening 
thy faith with the promiſes 


of * 
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Joh.11.25, 
26, 


Pſal.1.2, 


Rem 143 | ſay : Whether 1 line or dye, I 


| Prince, and alwaies fit to go+ 


of the Goſpell; as, He that 
lineth and beleeeth , ſhall not | 
dye; and though be were dead, 
yet ſhall hee Ime. Meditate in 
the Law of the Lord day and 
right , (as the Pſalmiſt ſaith) 
and then rhou ſhalr be fir to 
bring forth fruic in due ſea- 
ſon : then thou ſhalt bee fic 
ro ſerue God, thy King and 
countrie, bothin chy life and 
'n thy death, and alwayes 
ſhalt ſhew thy ſclfe a good 
member of Its vs Chriſt, 
a faithfull ſubiet ro thy 


uerne in the Chriſtian com- 
mon- wealth , and then thou 
mayeſt fairhſully and truely 


am the Lords, But without. 
continuaM meditation of the 
Word this cannot bee done, 


And 


_— 


”— — 


And this was one of the 
chiefe cauſes why I writ vn- | 


doth the body, being ſeene | 


4 


ro you, to tell you that you 


muſt meditate in the Word | 


of GOD ; for many reade 
ir, andare neuer the better. 
for wang of medication, It ye 
heare the Word , and read ir, 
without meditating thereon, 
it doth the Soule no more 
good, then meate and drinke 


and felt, andneuer fed ypon: | 


for as the body will dye, al- | 


though ir ſee meate: euen ſo 
will the Soule,for all the hea- 
ring & reading of the Word, 
if that yee doc notmeditate 
vpon it, and gather Faith , 
and (trengrhen ic, and get 
hold: of Chriſt ; which if yee 
doe, Chriſt will bring you 
to-the Kingdome of his Fa- 
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ther; 
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The fitt tanſe it, to pe froads 
- Whew to reach thei flows os 


"He" Gra WI is, tO 
entreate and Tk 
you, and in-ſome ſort 
to command- you .thar all | 
your children, becihecy Males 

or Fetnales, may in their 
youth learne to reade the Bi- 
ble in their owne Mother 
tongue; for I know, it is a 
great helpe to true godli- 
nefle. And let none of you 
pleade pouerty againſt this; 

for I know, that if you bee 
neicher couetous, prodigall, 

nor 


ww 
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nor idle, either of which fins | 


will” ler 'no* yertue grqwe 
whete' they come , that you 
rieed*nor faile in this: butif 
you will follow the 'Com- 
mandement of the LORD, 
and labour fixe dayes, and 
keepe the ſeuenth holy to 


the Lord, and loue him with 
| all your heart , ſoule, and 


ftcength, you will not onely 
bee willing, bur alſo able to 
ſee them all brought vp to 
reade the Bible, Salomon that 
was wiſe by the Spirit of 
G OD, ſaid, Remember thy 
Creatour i the dayes of thy 


. © | youth, And yee are alſo com-' 


manded, to write it vpon the 
walles of your houſes, and to 
teach it your children, I know 
(fayth God) that eAbraham 
will teach his Children, and his 

chil- 


rr 


——_— . 


ti. 


[further defire you; becauſe 1 
wiſh all well, and would be 
'glad you ſhould doas much 


dernefle of this world , that 
if any ſhall at any time deſire 
_ to be a Witneſle to the 
'baptiziog of their Child, 
chat then you ſhall deſire the 
perſon ſo defiring , to giue 

ou his faithfull word ,.that 
the child ſhall bee raughe to 
reade,. ſo ſoone as it can con- 
venientlylearne, and thatir 
ſhall ſo continue nll it can 
reade the Bible, If this will 
not be granted, you ſhall rc. 
fule to anſwere for the child: 
otherwiſe doe not refuſe ro 
| bee a witnefle to any; forit 
is a good Chiiſtian duety, 
| More- 
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childrens children to walke in | 
[ Commandements, Allo 1 | 


good as could be in the wil- | 


| 


A 
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Moreouer,forgert not, whe- | 
ther you anſ{were for the 
| ] childor no, topray, thatthe 
{ | child baptized may receiuc 
; | the Holy Ghoſt, with all 0- 
on children of the faithful, f 
be: = cially when you are 
cre a Child is papetuads | 

{ forit is your dutie to pray for 
the increaſe of the Church 
of God, Pray for ,the peace of leat.ru2s, 
[ernſalens (faith the Pialmilt) | 
let thems proſper that lone thee. | 


hO— 


F | CHAP. 9, 
| The ſenenth cauſe is , that they 
ſpould gine their Children 
| go0d names, | 
'W —\ 
. HE fententh cauſe is, 
to intreat you, thar 
though 1 doe not live to be a 
| witneſſe | | 


JI 


— x 


| x was obſcrued. by GOD 


| of GOD, which may bee a| 


0Y are deſirous, co name 
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| witneſle, ro, the baptizivg oof | 


any of your Children , yet 
you would giue me leaue to 
giue names tothem all. For 
chbough. I doe not thinke any 
helinefle ro bee in the nawe, 
but know that God hath his 
incuery place, and of euery 
name ; yer I ſce in the Bible, 


himſclfe, to giue choyce 


names to his. children, which 
had ſome. good (: :enificati- 
on. TIthinke it good there- 
fore, to name your-chi{dren 
after the name ofthe Saints 


meanes toput them in minde 
of ſome yertues which thoſe 
SAINTS vſed; eſpecially, 


| hen.chey {ball xead of el 
"in the Bible :,and ſeeing Ja. 


both | 


— 


— E - worm 


'| tothe: world, thatheeliued 
.and'dyed in the true faichot 


|xhelaftiname* Suſar,;famou+ 
{ed [thropugh- the world Go 


td. tld. 
— att. 4 


and others after-their -owne. 
names, this will be a meanes 


to increaſe the names of the | 


Saints. in the Church, and ſo: 
none: ſhall haue occafion-to 
miſlike his name, /{ince hee 


beareth the name of ſuch a | | 


Saint as hath left a witnefle 


lefus Chriſt, . The names-1 
haue choſen you, are theſe ; 
Philip, Elizabeth, lames, An- 
ne, lobn, and Sufurne, The 
v=rtues !of - thenr thartrbore 
thole names, and the cauſes 
why:I choſe thiem, Liet,paſle; 
and onely meane towrite of 


LY 
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* The ſtory 
of Suſanna, 
thoxeh it be 
Aaot canoni- 
call, noy to 
bee equaled 
to thoſs | 
bookes thap 
are, yet 

may be trug 


| 


{4nd of go | 


uſe, as 11 


chaſtity p avertue which al 


other biftd- 


ries written 


waics hath beene, and is of (by men arg, 


great 
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great account, act onely 8-. 
mongſt the Chriſtians and 
people of God, but cuen a- 
mong the Heathen and Infi- 
dels :inſomuch that fome of 
them hauc written , that a- 
woman thatis truely.chaſte, 


{ is a great partaker of al | 
| ther vertucsz and contrari- 


wiſe, that the woman thatis 
not truely chaſte, hath no 
yertue in ber, The which 
ſaying may well bee warran. 
red by the Scripture for , 


from idlenefſe and from all 
vaine delights, full of humi- 
 litie, and all good Chriſtian 
yertves: whoſois chaſte, is 
not giuen to pride in appa- 
rell, nor any vapity, \buc is 
- alwaycs cither reading , me- 


whoſo is truely chaſte, is free 


— 


| ditating, or praRtifing ſome 
| good 


ER_ 
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| gloty, and forthe praiſe of. 


| men, more then for any- 


| humble , louing and obedi-| 
ent heart that ſhee bearerh 


pood thing which ſhee hath 
learnedin the Scripture, But 
ſhee which is vachaſte, is gi- 
uen to bee idle; or if ſhe doe 
any thing; it is for a vaine 


ynto GOD and his Word: 
who ſayd, Sixe ayes thou 
ſhalt labour; and ſo left no 
time for idleneſle, pride, or 
| vanitie; for in none of theſe 
1s there any holineſſe, The 
vnchaſte Woman is proud, 
and alwayes decking her 
ſelfe with vanitie, and de- 
lights to heare the vayne 
words of men, jn which 
"there is nor onely vaniry;bur 
alſo ſo much wickedneſſe, 


The M others Bleſſing, | 31 


| 


Ex0.20.9. 


tharthe yaine words of men, 


= and 


| 


Gen. 3+ 13» 


| 


| they 


hearing them, hath broughe 
many women to much ijor- 


full experience hath, and will 


| make many of them con» 


 feſle, 
\* But ſome will ſay, Had 


yvords, they had done well 
enough, 
To anſwer which, would 


The vaine words of the man, 


| man,beget ynchaſt thoughts 
oftentimes1n the one, wh 
may bring forth much wic- 
kednefle in them both, 

Man ſaid once, The wo- 
man which thou gaueſt mee, be- 
gniled mee, and [ dideate, Burt 


Wee 


| The MM others Bleſſing. © | 


Jand vyomens vainenefle .in 


rowe and yexation ; as wo- 


only lent aneare to their 


| haue cuery one know, that ' 
one finne begetteth another, 


and the idle cares of the wo- 
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wee women may now ſay, 
| thar men lyc in waite cuery 
yyhere to deceiuevs, as the 
Elders did to decciue Suſan 
va, Wherefore let vs bee, as 
ſhe was,chafte,watcbfull,and 
wary,keeping company with 
| mayds, Once /udas betrayed 
his Maſter with a kifle, and 
repented ic : butnow men, 


| firefles with a kiſſe, and re- 
| pentit not 3; but laugh and 

reioyce, that they haue 

brought fanne and ſhame to 
her that truſted in them, The 
only way to auoyd all which, 
' is to bee chaſte with Suſanna, 
and beeing women, to im- 
brace that yertue, which be- 
ing placed in a woman , is 
moſt commendable, 

An ynchafte woman de- 
| C2 


| Ig 


like Judas, betray their Mi-' 


4 


| 
| 


| 
| 


ſtroyerh 
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ſtroyeth borh the body and 
the ſoule of him hee ſee- 
meth moſt ro loue, and it 
is almoſt impoſſible to ſer 
downe the miſchiefes,which 
haue come through ynchaſte 
women, Salomon ſaith , that 
her fteppes leade to hell, Wher- 
fore bring vp your davgh- 
ters, as Suſayna's Parents 
brought vp her : teach them 
thelaw of the Lord continu- 
ally, and alwayes perſwade 
them to imbrace'this yertue 
of chaſtitie, 

It:-may bee,, that ſome 
| of you will maruaile, fince I 
| ſet downe -names for the 4. 
mitation of rheir vertues , 
that bore them ; why I pla- 


j cod not Mary in the firſt 


place, a woman vertuous 


| aboue all other women, My 


reaſon 


| 


——_ ——_— 


——— 


« 
—_—— 


The Mothers Bleſſing, Wo 


| 2 exanere 


reaſon. was this : becauſe 1 | 
preſurned, thatthere was no 
woman ſo ſencelefſe, as nor 
to looke what a bleffing 
God hath ſent to ys women, 
through that gracious Vir- 
gin,. by whom it pleaſed 
GOD to take away the 
ſhame, which EVE our 
Grandmother had brought 
vs to: For before, men might 
ſay; The Woman begmled 
mee, and I did cate the poy- | | 
ſoned frujt of diſobedience, 
and I dye, But now man | 
may ſay, ithe ſay truly ; The | 
Woman brought niece a Sa- 
uviour, and I feede of him by 
faith and liue, Heere is this | 
great and wofull ſhame ta- 
ken from women by Gov, | 


- [ 
working in a woman : man | 


i 


' can claimenopartin it: mn 
| C9 ſhame | 


| 
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ſhame is taken from vs, and 
from our poſteritie for cuer, 
The ſeede of the woman hath 
taken downe the $, erponts head: 
and now, wholocuer can 
take hold of the feed of the 
Woman by faith, hall ſurely 
liue for euer, And therefore 
all generations ſhall ſay, that 


ſhe was bleſſed;veho brou got 


vs a Saujour, the fruit of obe- 


_ [dience, that whoſocuer fee- 


deth of, ſhall liue for cuer: | 
and except they feede of the | 
ſeed of the Woman, they 
haue no life, Will not there- 
fore all women ſecke out this 


D 


y Maryhath taken away the 
ſhame which before was due 
ynto vs cuer fince the fall of 
man ? 

Mary.was filled: with the | 


= orace of G.O'D, that 


Holy | 


—_— 


——_— 


© The Mothers Bleſcing, 


Holy Ghoſt, and with all 
govdneſſe, and yer is called 
the blefled Virgin - as if our 
God ſhould ( as hee doth in- 
deed) in briefe comptchend: 
all other vertues vnder this 
one veitue of chaſtity : wher- 
fore F defire that all wos- 
men, what name ſo- euer 
they beate, would learne of 
this blefled Virgin to bee 
chaſte : for though ſhee 
were more repleniſhed with 
grace then any other, and 
more freely beloned of the 
Lord, yer the greateſt title 
that ſhee had, was, that ſhe 
was a blefſed and pure Vir- 
gin ; vvhich is 8 great cauſe 
to mooue all women , whe- 
ther they bee maids or wiues 
( both vvhich eſtates ſhee 
honoured) to liue chaſtcly, 
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en 


to: whom 'for this cauſe God. | 
y hath giuena cold and rempe- | 
rate diſpoſition , and bound 
them with theſe words ; Thy 
Gen.3.6, | deſire ſhall be ſubiett to thy hus- 
band, Asif Godyin mercy to | 
| women, ſhould ſay, You of 
| your ſelues ſhall haue no de- 
lires, onely they fhall be ſub- 
ie toyour husbands: which 
bath beene vetified it. Hea- 
then women ſo, as it is al- 
moſt incredible to bee belee» 
ued: for many of them, be- 
fore they would bee defiled, 
haue beene carelcfle of theit 
lives, and ſo haveendured | 
all thoſe torments, that men | 
would dcuiſe ro inflict vp-. 
on them, rather then they | 
would loſe the name of a' 
modeſt Mayd, or a chaſte | 
Matrone, Yea, and ſofarre | 
they | 


| | 
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they haue beene from con- 
ſenting to any immodeſtic, 
thatif at any time.they have 
beene rauiſhed, they haue ei- 
ther made away themſelues, 


| or at leaſt haue ſeparated 


themſelues from company , 
not thinking themlſelues 
worthy of any ſocietie, after 
they haue once been deflow- 
red , though againſt their 
wils, Wherefore,the woman 
chat i3 infeQed with the (in 
of vncleannefſe, is worſe 
then a beaſt, becauſe ir de- 
fireth b ut for nature , and 
thee to fatisfie her corrupt 
luſts, 

Some of the Fathers haue 
vvritten , that it is not c- 
nough for a woman to bee 
chaſte, but euen ſo to be- 
haue herſclfe, that no man 


Cx may 
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may thinke or deeme her to 
bee vnchaſte, Wee read,that 
in the Primitive Church, 
when there were warres bc» 
tweene the Chriſtians and 
the Pagans ,- if at any time 
the Pagans had gotten the 
victory , that then they 
vyould fecke ro deflowre 
the Virgins: to the vvhich 
finne before the Chriftians 


continually Jaye violent 
hands vpon themſelues; in 
ſomuch that the Dodours . 
of the Church: were often- 
times conſtrained ro make 
divers Sermons and Ofatt- 
ons to them, to diſſwade 
them from that crueltie , 
which they inflicted vpon 
themſelves, rather { v9 
they . would ſuffer them- 


| ſel::es | 
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ſelves ro be deflowred : ſuch | 
a diſgrace did they thinkeit, 
to haue bur one ſpot of vn- 
cleannefle: and yet none of 
theſe were ſo holy as this 
Mary, this prte and yndehi- 
led Virgin, 

Some godly and reue- 
rend men of the Church 
haue gathered this, that 
there were five women of 
oreat vertue in the time of 
the Lawe, the firſt letters of 
whoſe names doe make her 
whole name, to ſhew , that 
Shee had all their vertues 
' wholy combined in her, as 
namely; 

Michal, 
eAbigal, 
Rachel, 
Judith, & 
CAnnas 
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Shee was as faithfull to 


her hushand., as CMichal, 


who ſaued her husband Da- 


id from the fury of Sar!, al- 
though hee were her father 
and her King, not preferring 
her owne life before the 
ſafety of her husband, Shee 
was as wiſe as eAbigal, who 


is highly commended for 
her Wiſedome: amiable in 


the fight of her husband, 


as Rachel: Rout and magna- 
nimous in the time of crou- 
ble, as [udith 2 patient and 
zealous inprayer, as e/Anna. 
Seeing then, that by this ore 
name, ſo many vertues are 
called to remembrance , I 
thinke it meete, that good 
names bee giuen to all woe 


men, that they might call to- 


minde the vertues of thoſe 
wor en 


—- - — — 
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women whoſe names they 
beare : bur eſpecially abouc 
all . other morall Vertues, 
let women be perſwaded by 
this diſcourſe, to imbrace 
chaſtity, wichour which wee 
are meere beaſts, and-no.wo- 
men, | 


— —_— — 


CHAP, 10. 
Reaſons of giuing good names ta 
Children, 


: yee ſhall thinke me.too 


tedious about the na- 
ming your children, I cell 
you that I haue ſomereaſon 
for it, and the firſt is this, ro 
make them reade in the Bi- 
ble, the' things vvhich are 


written of thoſe Saints, and 


learne to imitate their ver- 
tues, 


A—— 
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rues., Secondly, becauſe ma- 
ny haue made a God of the 
Virgin Mary, the Scripture 
warranting no ſuch thing, 
and haue prayed ro her , 
(though there tney ſhall find 
that ſhee'was a woman, yea, 
and a comfor t to all women, 
for ſhee hath taken away the 
reproach which of right be- 
longed vnto vs, and by the 
ſeed of the woman we are all 
ſaued) it was therefore fit 1 
ſhould ſpeake largely of that 
name. Thirdly, ſecing many 
haue herereforc,and now do 


| make Images of Saints, to 


put them in minde of the 
Saines, and ſo by little and 
little haue at laſt worfhip- 
ped the workes of their own 
hands, and for feare of for. 
getting the Saints, haue for- 

gotten 
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gotten the ſecond Con- 


mandement ; I thought ir 
better to hauc you remem- 
ber them, by hearing their 
names, and by reading what 
they raught-vs in che Scrip- 
ture, and how thcy led their 
lives, than þy looking vpon 
a painted piece of paper, or 
2 carued ſtone, And this by 
the way may hee maruclled 


at, that they which loue to 


worſhip Images, ncuer loue 
to name their Children af- 
ter the names of the Saints; 
for if they had ſo done, by 
this time wee {horld haue 
had no other names but 
Mathew, Marke, Luke, Tohn, 
Timothie, and ſuch as follow- 


ed Chriſt faithfully, Then 


Moſes and his mildeneſle 
would bee more ralked of : 
Samnel, 


f 


| 
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Samuel and his obedience 
would bee more ſought at- 
ter, eAbraham and his faith» 
fulneſſe would bee more fol- 
lowed, Laſtly, this I willtell 
you , that there is no man 
bnt will be aſhamed to do a- 
ny thing,which ſhal diſgrace 
the good name, after which 
heiscalled; as if one ſhould 
ſay : Is this a Hoſes ? Is this 
| an Elias, and hath ſuch quali- 


CHAP, IIs 


Children to bee tantght betimes, 


and broug ht up gently, 
| | Am further alſo to en- 


treate you, that all your 
Children may be taught 


to* 


| | 
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to reade, beginniogat foure 
yeeres old or before, and let 
them Jearne till ten,iv which 
time they are not able ro doe 
any good in the: Common- 
wealth, but to learne'/bow 
to {erue God, their King and 
Country, by reading. And 
I deſire, intreat,and earneſtly 
beſeech you, and euery ane 
of you , that you will haue 
your Children brought vp 
with much gentlenefſe and 
patience, What diſpoſition ſo 
cuer they bee of, gentleneſle 
will ſooneſt bring rhem to 
vertue; for frowardnefle and 
curlinefle doth harden the 
heart of a Child, and maketh 
him weary of vertue, A- 
mongs the froward thou 
ſhalt learne frowardneſle : 
letthem therefore be gently 


vied 


| 


— 
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| vicd, and alwayes kept from 
| idleneſſe, and bring them yp 


if you bee able; and they fit 
for it. If they will not bee 
 Scholters, yer 1 hope they 
will bee able by Gods grace 
to read the Bible, the Lawe 
of God, and bee brought 
{ ro: ſome good yocation' ot 
calling.of life, Sa/omen ſaith; 
| Teach a childe in his youth 
the trade of his life, and 
| be will net forget it, 
nor depart from 

# when hee 
6 olde, 


CO OO_ 


in the Schovles of learning , | 


| 


| 
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CHAP, 12, 


Choyce of Wines, 
Ow for your Wiues 
the Lord dire you 


N for I cannot tell you, 


what is beſt robe done. Our 
Lord faith: Firſt ſecke the king- 
dome of God, and his righteouf- 


neſſe, and all things elſe ſhall bee | 


miniftred vntoyor. Firſt, you | 


mult ſeeke a godly wife; that | 


fhee may bee a-help ro-you in 
__ : for G © Þ ſaid, 

is not pood far man to bee a- 
lone, let him hane'a helper meet 
for bim; and ſhee cannor 
bee meete for him, except 
ſhee be truly:podly ;for God 
counteth that the man is a- 
lone (ill, if his- wife bee not 


godly. 


Gem 2. 18, 
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godly, If I ſhould write vn- | 


to you how many the Scrip- 
ture maketh mention of, that 


' haue bin drawne to ſanne, be- 


cauſe they married vngodly 
wiues, it would bee redious 
for you to read, | 
The world was drowned, 
becauſe men married vn- 
godly wiues, Salomon, who 
was notonly the wiſclt man 
that euer was, but was alſo 
mightily indued with the 
Spirit of God, by marrying 
idolatrous women , fell for 
the time to idolatry, Neuer 
thipke to ſtand where Salo- 
mon fell. I pray God that 
neither you, nor any. of 
yours may at any time mar- 
ry 'with any of thoſe, which 
bold ſuch ſuperſtitions, as 
they did, or as ſome doe 


now; 
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now z as namely, to pray to 
Saints, to pray in Latine, to 
pray to goto Purgatory, &c. 
Let no riches or mony bririg 
your poſteritie to this kiride | 
of tradition, The' beloued 
Apoſtle of Chriſt ſayth : Lowe: 
not the world, nor the things 
that are in the world: for hee 
| knew well, that a little thar 
a man loueth not, would ſuf- 
fice him: alittle with a god- 
ly Woman, is better then 
great riches with the wic- 


ked; Rebecca faith, I ſhall be 


a wife of the daughters of Heth: 
as if ſhee ſhould ſay, If my 
Sonne marry , an vngodly. 
wife, then all my comfort of 
him-and' his is gone, and ir 
will bee a continuall griefe 


|to mee, to ſec himinleague 


weary 'of my life; if Tacob take | 


and 


Loh. 2.15; 


2.C01.6.14. 


wicked, 1t ſucha ſhame and 
finne commeth vpen my Son, 
| as can by no meanes be hel- 


| ped, norby no meanes com- 


orted, what auaileth me then 
to liue ? 
Bee not wnequally yoked 


( ſaith che Holy Ghott.) Iris 


| indeed yery vnequall, forthe 


odly and yngadly to bee 
eg together, that their 


.| hearts muſt bee both as one, 


which can neuer bee joyned 


in the feare of God and faith 


| of Cur1sT, Louec nat the 


yngodly: marry withnone, 
except you loue her, and be 
not changeable in your 
loue; ler nothing, after you 
haue made your choiſe , re- 
moue your loue from her ; 


|for it is an yngodly and very 
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and friendſhip amongſt the | 
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fooliſh | 


| 
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fooliſhching for a manto mil 
] like his owne choiſe, eſpeci- 


| man much choyſe among the 
]godly; and it was a great 


| command his to marry with 


| 


IM 


| plicitie, then in miſlikiog his 


ally fince God hath giuen a 


cauſe that mooned God to 


the godly, that there might 


bee a continual agreement | 


(—— * ——— 


CHAP. I3. 


It 1; great folly for a man to miſ- 
like his owne choyſe. 


ſaw a man ſhew a 
more ſenſclefle fm- 


owne choyſe, when GOD 


_ given a man almoſt a 


betweene them, | 


Ee thinkes IT neuer | 
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werld of women 'to chodle}| 
himaWife in,  Hamanhath'} 


'not wit enough to chooſe: 
him one,. whom-hce can loue 
to.the end;,- yet mee rthinkes 


| he ſhould: haue diſcretion:to 


eouerhisowne folly;burit he 
wantdiſcretion;mee thinkes 
he ſhould haute policy,which 


 neuer failes a.,man todifſem- 


ble his own ſimplicity in this 
caſe, If he want wit, $icreti- 
on,and policy,; hee is vnfit to 
marry any woman, 

- \Doe':not a (Woman that 
wrong, 4s'ro take her.from 
her friends thatloue her, and 
after awhile to beginne, to 
hate her, "If ſhee haue no 
friends , = thou knoweſt 
not , bur that ſhee may haue 
a Husband, that may loue 


| 


her, If thou canſt not loue 
her 
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her to thecnd, leaue her to 
him that can, 

Mee thinkes, my Sonne 
could not offend mee in any 
thing, if heeſerued GOD, 
except hee choſea Wife that 
hee could not loue to the end: 
I neede not fay, if hee ſerued 
God : forifhee ſerued God, 
hee yvould obey God, and 
then hee would chuſe a god- 
ly Wife, and liue louingly 
and godlily with her, and 
not docas ſome man , who 
taketh a woman to make her 
a Companion and fcllow, 
and after hee hath her, hee 
makes her both a ſervant 
anddrudge, If ſhee be thy 
wife,ſhee is alwaics too good 
to bee thy ſeruant, and wor- 
thy to bee thy fellow. If thou 
wilt haue a good Wife, thou 

D muſt 


(I,Pet.; +7 * 
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muſt goe before her in all 
ooodnefle, and;ſhexy, her i 
patterne.of all poo vertues 
by thy godly and diſcreete 
life: and eſpecially 'in pati- 
ence, according to the coun« 
ſell do the Holy Ghoſt: Beare 
with the woman, 4s with the 
weaker veſſel!, Heere GOD 
ſheweth, that ir 1s her jimper- 
fecion that honourerh thee, 
and that it is thy perfection 
that maketh thee to beare 
with her ; follow the coun. 
ſcll of GOD therefore, and 
beare with her, God willed 
3 man to leaue Father and Mo- 
ther for bzs Wife, This ſhew- | 
eth what an excellent loue 
God did appoint to bee be- 
tweene Man and Wite. In 
truth I cannot by any meanes 
ſet eowne the excellencie of | 
that | 


1 ns 
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| you loued her once, 


CC 


that loue: but this I aſſure 


you, that if you get wiues 


that bee godly, and you louc 
them, you ſhall not necdeto 
forſake meez whereas it you 
haue Wiues that you loue 
not, I am ſure I will forſake 
yon, Doe not your ſelues that 
wrong, as to marrya Wo- 
man that you cannot loue :! 
(ſhew not fo much childiſh- 
nefle in your ſexc,, as to ſay, 


now your minde 1s changed : 
if thoa canſt not louc her for 
rhe goodnefle that is in her, 
yet let the prace that 1s in 
thy (elfe moue thee to doe it ; 


| and fo I lzaue thee to the 


Lord, whom I pray to guide 
both thee and ker with his 
grace, ard grant that you 
may chule godlily, and liue 
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We 


happily, and dye comforta- 
bly , through faithin Issys 
CuRsS1rT, 


CHAP, 14+ 
How to deale with ſernants, 
ET one thing I am 
Y to deſire you to doe 
at my requeſt, and 


for my ſake : and though 
it bee ſome trouble ro you 
ro performe it, yet I aſſure 


| my ſelfe you will doe ir, If 


| them, if they can reade, If 


G OD ſhall at anytime give 
you orany of you a ſtruant, 
or ſeruants, you ſhall aske 


they cannot, you ſhall at my 
requeſt reach them, or caufe 
them co bee taught, till they 
can reade the tenne Com- 


| maundements of Almightie 


" God; | 


— 
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God : And then you ſhall 
perſwade them to prattiſe by 
themſelues, and to ſpend all 
theiridle time in reading,that 
ſo they may come the berter 
to knowe the will of GOD 
written in his Word, Remem- 
ber, your ſeruants are Geds 
ſeruants as well as yours: if 
they be nor, ſay as Daxid ſaid: 
T here ſhall not an ungodly per ' 
ſon dwell in my houſe : bee that 


loweth or makz.h lyas [hal depart 
out of my ſight. 
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ſon in your houſe; for they 


It is not for you, by any 
meanes, to keep any vngod- 
ly, profane, or vvickedper- 


bring a curſe ypon the place 
wherein they are, and not a 
bleſſing; ncither vvill they 
bee taught any goodnefle; 


per= Pſal.to1.7 \ 
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that bee tractable and wil- 
ling to ſerue G O'D, that hee 
may blefſe you and your 
houſhold, For, Gop doth 
not delight in that Maſter, 
that will ſuffer his ſeruant to 
blaſpheme his Name, or to 
miſ-ſpend his Sabboths; fer 
God commanded the Maſtcr 
that hee ſhould ſce hjs Ser- 
u2nts to Keepe holy the Sab- 
both day; and if hee keepe 
that day holy,hee will learne 
ro ſpend all the other dayes 
in the wecke well, iv follow- 
ing the duties of his Calling. 
I pray you keep the ſeruants 
of God, and then remem- 
ber rhey are your brethren : 
vie them well, and bce as rca- 
dy to doe them good, as to 
haus their ſervice, Bee not 
chiding for cuery-trifle ; for 

that | 


— 
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chat will hinder good living, 
and nothing c arich you, Bee | 
carefi:!} that chey bee godly; 
for Godlmeſſe h:2th the promiſe 1,111.48, 
| of 161: r yreſent fe and of the | fe 1.7.6, 
locome:; God'y. je is preat by 6, 7:8. 
ches, if aman bee con: tented with 
that hee hath : for wee brought 
nothing with vs ito this world, 
neither ſhall we carry any thin 
ont of the world: if wee haue food | 
and rayment let vs therewith bee 
contented, 


_ Oo 


| CHAP. I5, 
[ : , Jy . 

Patience is neceſſary for Goner- | 
HOHT'S 0 f Fannlies., 


Tue. godhly and pati- 
catly in your houſe: if 
you cannot bee pati- 
| ent,oeucr thinke to live god-' 


be D4 li, | 
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lily : for if Sathan ſee youof a 
froward minde,he will ſoone 


you on worke. Pray faichful- 
ly with your Seruants- twice 
a day,and live fo godlily,that 
you may bee an example to 
them to follow you, 
| Pray often priuately, 
fairhfully and zealoufly vnto 
God, in the name of Chriſt, 
ſo as may bee well warranted 
' by his Word'; for that is a 
true marke of the Child of 
God. Many heare the Word, 
as our Sauijour witnefſerth, but 
few follow it, Many pray 


Mat.6. 16. openly, as the Phariſes did, 


to bee ſcene of wen ;_ bur 
Chrift ſaith, they a their 
reward, This was not be- 
cauſe Chriſt mifliked pub- 
like prayer, bur becauſe hee 
| ſawe 
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finde matter enough to ſer | 
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ſawe their hearts, and fo 
knew that they prayed more 
to be ſcene of men, then for 
any true faith they had in 
him. Chriſt ſayth, hen two 
or three bee gathered together in 
my name, 1 will beewnh them. 
And this mercifull promiſe 
isenough to make any man 
pray : forthough hee doe it 
very weakely and coldly : 
yet bee ſhewerh his Eumility 
and obedience to God, and 
confefleth his owne weake- 
nefle, and calleth to God for 
his aſſifance an4 grace to 


ſeruchim. One is alſo hel- | 


ped by the prayer of ano- 
ther; and the yyeakeris made 
partaker of the Prayers of 
che ſtronger; for Cyr1sT 


taught vs:o pray one for a- | 


nother, Forgiue ys our treſ- 


Math.$ 20 


rt am Rt... 
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The Mothers Bleſſmg. 
[oaſer, When Chrilt ſaith, 


ther in my Name, {will bee with 
them ; he doth not ſay, With 


ſome of them, bur, [will beg 
| . L . . -. 
with them, tat is, with all of 


them that arc 1-yncd tOge- 
ther in my Naine, Though 
ſome bee weaker, and {ome 


be ſtronger,yet they all ſhew 


| their obedient hearts , and 
,G OD will accept them in 
| Chriſt, And this is a great 
| means to (tir vp their hearts 


. 


/f two or three be gathered toge- | 


; 


\ 
\ 
: 
: 


[ 
| 


| 


| 


| 


| to prayer; for it 1s the hardeſt ; 


| thing that is, for any man 
to pertorme rightly, truely , 
and faithfully, 


Chap, 
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Vp tO priuate praycr, and al; 


CHAP, 16, 
Aﬀeanes to further private 


PI er, 


Ow all: things are oY 
bee vied , "aha are | 
meanes _ {}irre ail 


thizgs are to bee ſhunned, 
that hinder vs from it, Thoſe: 
things that nay turther vs to; 
It, arc hearing the Word,rea- 
c1ag It, praying publikely N 
and | being in company with 
oth; ore when they play ; for 
all theſe help to increaſe and 


firengthen farth, & without | © 


faithit is vnpoſhble ro pray | 
aright , cicher publike!y, or 
privately, or to take hold of 
the promiſes of GOD in 
Chriſt, belecuing thai our | 
Prayers 
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The Mothers Bleſſing, 
prayers ſhal be accepted and 


| granted fo farre forth as ſhall 
| bee to Gods glory and our 
pood : and the true ſeruant 
-of G O D: will neuer defire 
more, then hee knoweth by 


faith in Chriſt ( which hee 
hath learned by the promiles 
of the Goſpell)that hee ſhalt 


haue;. 


CH AP. I7, 


Lets. 


| 
Here bee many things 
that will hinder both 


man and woman from this 


duety, The Diuel] will doe 
what hee can to hinder vs: 
the world is our hindrance | 
continually ; and a mans. 
owne friends are oftentimes | 


| kingrances too - yea, a mans 


oune ' 


- et. 
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The Mothers Bleſſing. 


downe before him on our 


'runne away, then wee haue, 


-- > —— —— - — —— — -- 


— 


owne nature will neuer bee 
willing to talke with God: 
tor by nature we runne away 
from him with Adam, and 
rather hide our ſelues with 
hgge-leaues, and excuſes , 
then come to God and fall 


faces, confeſſe our finnes , 
acknowledge our vnwor- 
thinefle , craue pardon for 
Chrifts ſake of God, for all 
of our tranſgreſſhons, Yer 
eAdamy had more cauie to 


and wee haue more cauſe a 
reat deale to come to God, 
then hee had; for hee knew | 
not then that GOD would | 
call him- backe againe, and 
give him his pardon in 


downe the head of the Ser- 


penr, 


Chritt, who ſhould treade [ 


—— 
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penr, which beguiled him: 


ut we know that God hath 
called Adam and all his po- 
{teritie, and giuen them par- 
don in Chrift , if they will 
come and aſke it in faith and 
repentance, He therefore that 
doth net ofcen and priuately 
tz1l dowre and humble him- 
{cife before God, and con- 
feſle bis owne finnes, crauing 


pardon in Chriſt, and by faith 


zpplying the promiſes of 
God to himlelfe, hath great 
caule ro feare, thar his heart 
15 not true andrighr beforc 


3 
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God, And thercfore if thou | * 


can{t not pray privately , or 
fecleſt rhy ſeite cold in pray- 
er, for to helpe thy lelfc, thus 
thou ſhalt doe, 


Chap. 
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CHAP. 19, 
Helpes againſt the former lets. 


Very Morning z {o 

ſoone as thou canit , 

( for the ſooner, rhe 
better) before the w eld get 
hold on thee, cyther with 
profit or pleaſure (for theſe 
are the divels baites) or be- 


| fore thou fecdelt thy bodie 


(for the body is a great Geale 
more ſubject ro the Spirit, 
when it is not pampered nor 
ted at his owne will) then, I 


ſay, goe into ſome private 


place, and fall downe on thy 
facc,as the Publican did, and 
ſee thy ſclfe a farte off; an 
ſay ; Gedben %ercifullio mee 4 
ſimmer, O Lord, I acknow- 
Icdg 


—_—_ PCR 


| 
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ledge that I cannot pray : 
pardon me, deare Father, for 
leſus Chriſts fake, and quic- 
ken me with thy holy Spirit : 
giue mee faith to call vpon 
thee: and I beſeech thee gra- 


ciouſly to remeber thy pro- | 
miſe, which ſayeſt, Come vnto | | 
mee, all yee that laboxr, and bee | | 


heany laden, and [ will eaſe you, 


| O Lord ! ] am loaden with 


my fins, and againſt all rea- 
ſon they keepe me from ſeck- 
ing pardon for them, and 
grace to ſhun them, Good 
Father, for Chrifts ſake, re- 
moue my fins farre from mee, 
and giue me faith ia thy Son, 
which may aſſure mee, that 
thou doſt accept of mee, as of 
thy ſeruavt in him, And al. 
though I be moſt vnworthy 
in my ſelte, yer by thy pro- 
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miſes in Chrift, which ſhall 
neuer faile,I pray thee accept 
mee, 


Furthermore,for the berter | 


ſtirring thee yp'to pray, reade 


ſome Chapter of the Teſta- | 


ment, as namely, the fixt of 
Mathew,or ſome other, wher- 
in thou mayeft heare the pro. 
miſesof GODinChriſt, to | 
ſtrengthen thy faith, 


Take heede of idlenefſe 
ahd fNothfulneſſe, which is a | 


great hinderance. 1] know 
that all ſins are hinderances 
to prayer; but idleneſſe, and | 


following the world, cither |. 
|| for profit or pleaſure, are] 


wonderfull mighty ones, 


Chap. 
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Crap; 19. 
| Topray often, 


Ever. make account 
of thy lelfe as a dili- 
gent ſeruant of God, 
if thou doeſt not twice a day 
(at theleaſt) come priuatcly 
te God, - and acknowledge 
thy infirmities, and confefle, 
that thou canft not pray, and 
defire GOD to'giue thee 


-_ 
YT IFIRST 4 
ee EE ee 4 
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Whea thou fecicit a motion 
ro pray, doe not ouer-flip it 
for avy caule in the world: 
for thou knowelt not vyhar 


— —— -— — — —— —— — 
- 


TT 


meaizes to beſtow vpon rhee 
at that time; foritis the Spi- 
rit of God calling thee; and. 
therefore finde no-delayes, | 

but: 


— 


#1 


[ 
1 


>. 
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bur goe; for the nature of 
man, of ir ſelfe will never 
bee [ſtirred co private prayer? 
Bur howlocuer thou doeſt, 
bee thou Matter, or bee thou 
Seruant, bee thou at home, 
abroad, or in what condition 
or place ſoener thou bee, doe 


| not ſleepear night, till chou 


haſt humbled thy ſelfe before 
God on thy knees in prayer ;; 
for night is a time when the 
worid leaues a man {( as it 
were)tor awhile, and when 
the world leaues him, the Di-- 
uell hath not ſo much power 
ouer him; for the world is a 
oreat initrument for the Di- 
ucll ro worke by. Therefore 
when the world is aflcepe (as 
it were) the Diuels power is 
weakned, and then bee ſure 
thou prayeſt to God todeli. 


ner 


——_— 
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uer thee from the Diuell, and [| 


' from the World, The world 
| is like Pharaoh, which by 

no meanes vyould ſuffer the 
' children of //#ael to goe to 
 ſeruethe Lord; ſo doth the 
| world, if it know that thou 
' goeſt toſerue God, it yvill 
bring thee backe againe, if 
| it bee poſtible:and therefore 
it is beſt to pray privately, 
 alchough thou doe it bur 


| weakely ; for within a while 


| this weak prayer will ſtreng- 
' then greatly thyfeith, Pray | 
vyhen the world is aſlcepe, |; 


for aſloone as it is awake, it 
will cry and call on thee (as 
Pharach did on the 1ſrae- 


lites) to attend jt: it vvill 
bring thee more worke flill, 


; as hee did tothem. And as | 
| the Tyrant old the Iirae-| 


lites, 


—_ 


| 
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| lices, that they ſhould goe 
and ſerue their God; but. 
vyhen the time came, thee. 
would not letthem, bur ſtill 
found imploymentfor.them ; 
cuen fo vvill the vyorld doe 
by any that vyill belecueit; 
it will promiſe, Ar ſuch a 
time thou ſhalt goe ſerue 
God; and when ſuch a thing 
is done, thou ſhalt goe pray : 
but vyhen the time com- 
meth, it will finde more 
worke for him ill, and will 
notlet himgoe. Pharaoh is 


| the very figure of the Diucll, 


and the Dyuell calleth him- 
ſelfe the god of this world, 
And if the Diuell hath to doe 
with this world, as no doubt 
bur hee hath, then iris cer- | 


| raine, that the wortd yvill | 


neuer giue ys leaue to ſerve | 
God. | 


lire 
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God, Our owne'nature. ts as 


| the nature. of the Ifraclites; || 
for they had rather haue tar- \' 


ried with Pharaoh, who was 


2nd haue-beene his ſlaues (ill, 
then to haue gone thorow 


nefle,to the promiſed Land 
of Canaan, which was the fi- 
oure of Heauen: and cucn 
lo had wee rather bee {laues 
avd drudges ro the World, 


Pharach yvould haue done 
by the Children of Ifracl ) 
cen we will leaue the world 
and all his baires, and goe to 
our God euery day, and hum- 
ble our {elues at his foote, 
2nd confeile our {clues to be 
weake in faith, and acknow- 


lecge 


the very imageof theDiuell, | 


——_— 
a be 


the Red-ſea, and the Wilder- | 


which will take all from vs, |]. 
and caſt ys to the Diuell ( as 


The Mothers Bleſcing, 


to ouercoine the world (2: 
vs, and toſtrengthen vsby 


| his rower againſt the Diuel], 


the World, .and. or owne 


| ſrailcie, and wicked fleſhly|- 
| luſts ; and yet, except We doc 
|.call contiyually to God for 


his grace and help, wee can 
no more: , ouetcome theſe. ;; 


then the chilyren of: Tſrael 
could ouercome Pharaoh, or | 


go thorow the Red-ſea with- 


1 our drowning : for it was 


God that overcame Pharaoh 
forthem , and allo a!ll their 
enemies, and deliucred rhem 
out of thc Red-ſea ; and ſoit 


| muſt bee God that muſt o- 


uercome the Diuell and all 
the enemies i'2 the werld, 
and dcliuer cace, that thou 


ledge our frajlety , :and-call 
J | carne(tly for the helprat God:| 


finke | 


_— 
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[ finke not in theSea of thine | 


owne finnes, 


CHaAP. 20. 


Not to neglett private 
Prayer, 


Herefore I deſire | 
you, and cuerie |, 
| one of yours to 


| the worlds end, that whatſo- 


cuer ſeruice of GOD you | 
omit, you dee notnegle& 
priuate prayer; for many may 
heare the Word of G O D, as |. 
eAdam did, anddiſobey it | 
preſently after : and ſome |. 
hegre the Word of God, as 

AÞAam did after his fall, |: 
and had rather be further off, : 
as hee had then, Bur priuatc 
prayer is, to offer thy ſelfe | 
and thy ſeruice to God, con- / 


fel(- * 


Paw - wan 
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felsing thy owne imperfei- 


ons, and to callto God for 


his aſsiſtance. Now when a 
ſinner, by himſelfe , calleth 
his owne wayes to remem- 
brance,, and confeſſeth his 
particular fins, then he ſceth 
what finne his owne nature 
is moſt ſubie&t vnto, and 
prayeth earneſtly againſt that 


(finne, wherewith hee is moſt 


infeted, and confeſſeth his 
owne weakneſfſe, and won- 
dreth at himſclfe, that hee is 
not able to ouercome that 
one ({in,as well as he can ſome 


other finnes of as orcat force, 


Therreaſon is this, the nature 
of man is wholly corrupted 
with finne, and is good for 
nothing; as the carth is fir 


ro brmg forth nothing but | 


weeds, except it bee digged 
HB and 
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and dreſſed, and continuall 
laboured and weeded ; yer 


| one weed or other will grow 


inſomepart of the earth by 
nature,which will not grow 
in another part, though jt be 
ſowne there; but ſome other 
weed will grow there,that is 
as ill, and one weede ouer- 


growing the ground, is able, 
to make it vnprofitable for 


any thing : ſoone finne will 
rule where another will nor, 
and that one over-runniug 
chee, is able to make thee an 
ynprofitable member of the 


| Church : therefore thou muſt 


labour by priuate prayer to 
OUuercome it, 


Chap, 
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|| 


CHnaAP. 2, 


Men become wor ſe, for want of | 
vſing good meanes- 


Oreouer, as a gat- ' 
den, it it be twen- 
ty yeeres kept with 


digging,watring,and weed- 
ing,and then bee let buttwo 
yeeres alone, it will become 
vnprofitable, ſauage,& of no 
reſpe& : cuen ſo, if thou doſt 
in thy youth, or many yeeres 
vſe prinate prayer, and hea- 
ring of the Word preached, 
and publike prayer and faſt- 
ing, andallgoodmeanes to 
keep thy earthly body in ſub- | 
icion; yet if thou becom- 
meſt negligent and Carelefſſe 
but awhile, it will ſoone be- 
come ſauage and wilde, and ; 
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conſequently an ynprofita- 
ble member of Chriſt his 
Church, or rather manifeſt 
thy ſelfe to bee no member, 
as the earth will beno gar- 
den : and therefore you muſt 
haue a continual care of your 
ſelues, It is not for a ſmall 
marter that you muſt haue 
this care, but for a great and 
a moſt glorious Kingdome, 
which laſteth for euer, | 
where thou ſhalt inioy the | 
ſ{weete and Jouing preſence | 


| of Almighty G OD, andbe 


a member of Jeſus Chriſt in| 
the Kingdome of Heauen | 
for euer, world without end. - 
Then neither Satan, nor the | 
World, nor thy owne Fleſh 
ſhall bee able one minute to | 
trouble thee, if through 


faith in Chriſt , by continu- 


all | 
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all prayer, thou once get- | 
teſt thither, Neither is it to 
ſhunne a little danger, that 
you muſt bee thus watchful! 
and wary of your ſelues, as 
was drowning in the red-ſfea, 
which was a figure of hell: 
bur itis re auojd burning in 
Hels rorments for euer and 
euer, and beeing ioyned to 
the diuell and all his wicked 


rormented , and neuer haue 
reſt, And this will bee more 
then a thouſand millions of 
paines , to thoſe that ſhall 
enter into theſe trorments, to 
thinke that God hath offe- 
red ſo merciful] a meanes, as 
to ſend his owne Sonne to 
indure thoſe paines for 
them, that they might ne- 
uer hauc felt them, and ſent 

E 3 them 
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them his Word, and willed 
them to follow that;and that 
ſhould teach them to follow 
Chriſt, and Chriſt ſhould 
bring them to Heauen ; and 
if that the diucll, the world, 
and the fleſh, did lay blocks 
in their wayes more then 
they could remoue, that then 
they (ſhould call vpon him, 
and he ſhould helpe them 0- 
ner, & make the way in time 
more playne and caſie for 
them; and yet they would 
not take a little paines here, 
tokecpe them from endlefle 
paines of hell fire, Oh, how |' 
wil they be tormented, when 


they know that there neuer 


wil bee anend of their perpe- 
tuall miſery ? What would 
they not giue ? (nay, they |. 
haue nothing. to giue 3 = 
the 


— 


| 
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the World hath deceined 
them, and hath taken all 
things from them) bur what 
paines would they not rake 
to follow our Saviour now, 
if they might? paines? nay, 
they vyould thinke it a great 
pleaſure, and wonder greatly 
at themſelucs, that they cuer 
could thinke it paines; when 
indeeditis moſtpleaſant,and 
moſt comfortable , the moſt 
profitable,and moſt delight- 
full; yza and the moftcon- 
tenting thing inthe world, 


CHAP. 22, 


To lay hold on Chriſt, is the beff 
thing in the world, 


thing, becauſe ir brings ſo 


| I! is the moſt pleaſing 


| 
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{weete contentment to the 
ſoule, minde,, and conſci- 
| ence of man, that nothing 
can offend it, Tt is the molt 
comfortable thing, 'in re- 
gard it ſo comforteth and 
{trengthenerh the heart, that 
nothing can gricue it, It is 
molt profitable, for it get- 
reth an eucrlaſting King- 
I donie to thoſe rhat vſeir. It 
x is moſt delightfull, for it 
bringeth ioy to the whole 
man, It is moſt contenting, 
for no croſle in the world 
can diſcontent it ; when as 
the world on the contrarie 
ſide are neuer content, ne- 
uer quiet, neuer feele ioy in 
| their hearts, Though they 
| laugh, their hearts are not 
E(;48.22, | quiet; for there i5 nopeace to 
the ungodly, And this is the 


i | caule 
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cauſe that they ſeeke ſo-much 
for paſtime, and fir vp in the 
night {willing and drinking, 

yntill they teele ſkepe call 
them to bed, and then they 
lye downe like brute beaſts ; 
neuer regarding the miſ- 
ſpending of their time, nor 
calling for grace to ſpend 
the relt of their dayes better» 
And yet for all this, in the 
darke they often feele diſ- 
content in their mindes, be- 
cauſe they doe follow the 


——— 


Diucll that wicked Serpent, 


which will corment them , 
and hce begins to torment 
here, and yer they will ſerue 
him. On the contrary; thoſe 


that {erue God, and follow 


Chriſt, and every night rC- 
concile themſelnes vnto 
nim, and — fle their owne 

- weak- 


| 


—_— 


wilt | , weakeneſſe, and pray Chriſt | : 
i | FF their Saviour to defend them: | : 
| 
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that night and euermore Z l 
they feele much comfort in 
their hearts; for Chriſt be. | 
[th gins the comfort heere, [ laid| | 
i! | ;—m_—_ 47 wan in peace, and roſe a- | | 
| - {| gaine (faith David) avd the | | 
Lord ſuſtained mee, Sorthey 
Bil! | which ſerue God, and fol- 
ili; | low Chriſt, are in peace; for 


the Lord ſuſtaineth them, 


en ne En In 


CHAP, 230. 


| What weede there is to peaks 
| much of Chriſt, 


j T may be you maruell,my. | | 
, | Sonnes,. why | write ſo | 
> much of Chrilt, Maruell 

not why I'wrice:for Iwoder, 
that cuery one which hath 


| heard 
——— — 


n= 


what Chrift hath done for 
vs, For was it not a great 
wonder, that the onely be- 
gotten Sonne of God ſhould 
come downe from heauen, 
and take our flcſh vpon him, 


# | and keepe it withoucr (in, and 


ſuffer himſelt co be buffered, 
2nd alſo to have his face ſpir 
in, and to bee moſt ſpitefully 
crowned with a crowne of 
thornes? And being with- 
out finne, hee bare all our 
fins vpon him, and hauin 

neuer offended God , hee 
bare all che wrath of GOD, 
and indured the paincs of 
hell for vs, which was due 
vnto vs for our (11 nes, and 
hee hath overcome finve , 
death, and hell for vs, and a- 
ſcended into heauen to pre- 


| - pare 
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heard of him, doth not wiite | 
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pare vs a place there, and yet 
hee left vs not thus, but hee 
left his Will and Teſtament , 
to direct vs the right way 
how to come vnto him ; and 
yet hee did more for vs then 
this; for hee taught vs in his 
VV omrD, how wee ſhould 
know when wee were out of 
the way, and how we ſhould 
returne into the right way 4- 
gaine, And yet hee d1d more 
for vs then this, hee promi- 
ſed chat hee would bee with 
vs vnto the worlds end, and 
whenlocuer wee wanted his 
helpe, do but call ypon him, 
and he would helpe vs. And 
yet hee did more forys, hec 
ſent Preachers to call vpon 
vs, and to put ys in remem- 
brance of theſe benefits, ard 
to dire&t vs the right way to 
Heauen 


— 
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Heauen to himſelfe. And 
vvhat promiſes hee hath 
made to vs , to intile and 
_ what threatnings and 
warnings he hath giuen vs to 
ſhunne hell, ir is impoſſible 
for mee and all the Writers 
inthe World to write. Saint 
Toba ſayth, If all things vuhich 
Chriſt did, were wvritten, the 
world would not contame the 


' ) Bookes, But I am ſure, if all 


the VVriters in the world 
had writzen what CyunisrT 
hath done for vs, they could 
not ſufficiently declare ir, It 
all the Sea were Inke, and all 
theIron in the V Vorld were 
pennes, and all the creatures 
VVriters , they could neuer 
declare the great benefites, 


| the great bleſſings, and the 


| great 
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| draw vs to come vnto him, 


Ioh,21.25, 


| The Mothers Bleſſmg. 
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great mercies giuen ynmo vs 
in Chriſt Icſus our Lord and 
Sauiour, What is man with- 
out Chriſt, more then a fire- 
brand of heli? and what an 
exccllent creature 2 man is 
in Chriſt, can hardly bee ex- 
preſſed ; and yet there are 
many that are angry, b:cauſe 
there are ſo many bookes, 
Reading 200d bookes wor- 
keth a mans heart to godli. 
neſlſe ; for euen as the fire 
| warmeth the waxe, and ma- 
keth ir fie to receiue a good, 
faſhion;euen ſo good books, 


OS 
written of the mercies of 


God in Chriſt, are the way 
ro Chriſt, and teach vs how 
to ſhun the way that leades 
from Chriſt, Bur becauſe I 
would haue you writers of 
the mercies of GOD mn 
Chriſt; 


& 
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mies to God, for they love 


written of, And.they. that 
louenot many.bookes, loue 


The Mothers Bleſcing, 


Chrift ; I will-tell you what 
good writing of books doth. |} 
It makes the way to Chriſt 
eaſic to thoſe thar defire' to | 
goeinir, AndTI willtell you 
who are they that are angry 
vvith yvriting of Bookes : 
my are ſuch as are ignorant, 
and the more ignorant they 
are,the more angry : they are 
thoſe that loue the world ſo 
well, that they cannot finde 
leaſ{ure to reade books, Saint 
[ohn ſaith, Lone not the world, 
nor the things that are in the 
world : for the lone of the world 
45 an enmity to God. And here 
you ſee that they are cnie- | 


not to haue him. ſo much 


not many. Sermons; neither 
doe 
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doe they care fo much to 
know what Chriſt hath done 
for them, and how they 


——  ——— 


ſhould follow Chriſt : they | 


are ſtalled with it: they loue 
the earth , they can talke of 
ityeere after yeere, and they 
are neuer weary, In truth, 
it would weary a heauenly- 


minded Chriſtian to heare | 
an carthly-minded man, how | 
continually hee will talke of | 
the earth and earthly things; | 
the very time that hee is in | 


the Church, hee can hardly 


holde his peace from talk- | 


ing 


o of ſome earthly thing 


— 


or other , and the vvhole |* 


Sabbath which G OD ſanc- 


tified, and reſted himſelfe , 


and in mercy to him com- 


maunded him to reſt, that |. 


will hee ncuer reſt from theſe | . 


earth- 
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earthly & tranſitory things, 


| for heauenly reſt hee-never 


© If. 
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reſpe&terh. Truely I thinke 
hee meaneth to make him- 


I! ſelfe ſure of hell hereafter : 


for CurtsT ſayth, Hee 
that loneth the world, is an ene-- 
mie to God : and hee that is 
an enemy to God, can ne- 


uer come to bee an inhe- | 


ritour of the Kingdome of 
Heauen, except hee returne, 
and reconcile himſelfe to 
God, through Chriſt : and 
hee caanot bee thus recon- 
ciled, except hee leaue his 
earthly affe&ions , and at- 


| f tend ypon Chriſt : for God 
loueth none,bur onely thoſe | 
' | whom hee ſeeth waiting and 
| attending vpon his Sonne : 
2 | and then the Almighty God 


accepteth him as his ſonne, 
and 


— 
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and bids him call him Fa- 
ther, and whatſocuer hee 
needs,hee is ready to'furniſh 
and relicue him withall: but 
if hee bee obſlinate, and will 
not atrend ypon Chriſt, bur 
attends his owne buſineſſe 
and worldly affaires, God 
neuer reſpe&eth him, how 
many friends fſocuer hee 
hath in the world, nor how 
mighty ſocuer they are, and 
then are his riches and his 
friends nothing yvorth, nei-| 
ther can they doe him the 
leaſt good as can be thought 
of. Now hee that loues not 


vyriting of Bookes, nor. 
hearing of Sermons, hee 
hath lictle leaſure, andleſle | 
defire to pray : this I afſure 
you is true , and his owne 
conſcience vylll tell him fo 
much, 


<— 
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much , let him examine it 
when he will, for Sermons, 

and reading good Bookes, 

are the onely means to bring 

a man to prayer, and prayer 

is the onely meanes to helpe 

K vs to the mercies of Godin 

I Chriſt; for if wee heare Ser- 
mons, and doe not pray car- | 
neſtlyro GOD, forlesvs 
Cur1isTs fake, tolend the 
Holy Ghoft to inlighten our 

* 8] vnderftanding , and to ſan- 
I! Rifie our hearts , and follow 
that vvhich wee heare, wee 

are never the better ; for 
many hcare and vnderſtand 
{[not, and many vnderſtand 

© {| and follow itnot : but there 
4} is none that prayeth faitbful- 
Iily to vnderſtand., and for 
orace to follow it, that ob. 


-, 
traineth not, if hee continue 


in 


rr I 
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in true prayer. The Holy | | 
1:Theſ.5.17 Ghoft ſaith; Pray alwayes , \ 
18, and in all things bee thankefwull, 
and the promiſe is made, ||| 
Mat.7.7. | Aske,and ye ſhall haze: that is, || 
whatſocuer you goe about, || 
pray toGod to blefle it, and 
| thanke God in proſperitic, 
and aduerſitie, or howſoe- 
| uer it pleaſeth God to deale 
-| with you; for 1t 'commeth |! 
by his prouidence,and there- || 
fore bee thankfull ro God, 
what croſſe ſoeuzr it plea- 
ſeth him to lay vpon thee, 
Doe not as they which rage 
and ſweare at the loſle of a 
fewe earthly things; but |} 
thanke God againe and a- || 
Fine, that it isno worſe, ]f || 
ic bee but for the loſle of | 
ſome earthly thing, it can- | | 
not bee ill for the Child of| | 
God; | 


7 


b 


God; for [ob neuer honoured 
IG OD ſo much, nordid ſo 
much good in the Churchof 
God, while hee was rich, as 
when he-was poore:for when 
The was rich, the Diuell him- 
ſelfe told God, that /ob ſerned 
hin not for nothing, As'it hee 
ſhould ſay : Thou haſt giuen 
him mavy bleflings, if hee 


— "* ." 9 WW 0 


$ſhould not bee thankefull, ir 
[were a maruell, 
CHAP, 24+ 
The vnthankfulnes of rich men, 
a great ſme, 
| H,this will be a wit- | 
| neſſe againſt many |' 
rich men, which re- 


q cciue many great bleſſings, | 


and 
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| for before, 


The Mothers Bleſsin wo 


and yet they be vnchankfull : 


[ for the Diuell thought , that 


hee which recciued gifrs and 


| bleſsings, could not chuſe 


bur bee thankfull : and yet 


when [ob was rich, hee neuer 


{did GOD {o nocd honour 


nor ſeruice in his Church, as 
when his goods wete gone: 
hee was a rich 
man,and lived well,and gaue ' 
ſomthing to the poore : what 
ſhould he have done with his 
goods elſe ? and ſo did many 
more beſides him, But when 
all his goods were taken a- 
way, hee did not as worldly 
men doe:he did not ſay, I am 
bewitched; or, It is the neg- 
ligence of my ferncaies; but 
he ſaid, The Lord gineth, and 
the Lord rtaketh, and as it plea- 


ſeth the Lord, ſo it commeth to 


paſſe , 


| 
| 
| 
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WY | 
| paſſe ; bleſſed be the name of the 


Lord, And thus hee became 
thankfull for bis loſſes, This 
isa thing that cuery one can- 
not doe: and hee was ſo pa- 
tient and thankfull, _ 
croſſes ſocuer it pleaſed God 


| tolay ypon him,thar be glo- 


| rified God in his obedience, 


and ſhewed that hee loued 


\ God, & that hisloue was not 


ſer on this worldly wealth, | 
So he might haue God wirh- | 
outthe world, he cared not, | 
hee was none of thoſe that 
muſt needs haue God and the 
world together, or elſe they 
will none; but hee was one 
that lefr an example to the 


whole Church of God to bee 


thankfull and patient, 


Chap. 


| ture, lift yp your harts, ſoules 


| ThecMothers Bleſſng.. 
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How to readewith profit, 
[ Pray read the ſtory of /ob, 


and not: onely reade, but 


toreade any part of the ſcrip. 


and mindes yntoGod, and 
pray priuately or publikely; 
but of priuate prayer neuer 
fayle, and defire GOD for 
Chriſts ſake, to inlighten 


ſanCtifie your hearts, and to 
make them fitro receiue the 
good ſced of his Word, and! 
to giue you grace to bring| 
forth fruit to Gods glorie: || | 
for Chriſt ſaith ; Inthis is my 


Father” glorified, that you brin 
for iþ | 


CHAP. 25. 09 


| ; 


A: gather ſome fruit out: of || | 
it, andeuer when you begin | [ 


your vnderftandings, to [ 


yY 
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forth much fruit, and bee made. 
| my Diſciples, And againe he 


ſayth , Let your light ſo ſhine 
before men, that they may ſee 
your good works, and glorifie 
your Father which 15 in heanes. 
Heere you may ſee you muſt 


| glorifie God, and youmuſt 


leaue an example ro the 
Church, that you ſerue and 
loue God; this did /ob; and 
I pray God, for Chrifts ſake, 
that you may doe the like; 
and that you may doe it,you 
muſt pray to God continual. 
ly, yea, and m private, for his 
grace and aſſiſtance, 


Chap. 
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| CHAP, 26, | | 
; The preemmence of priate | | 
| Prayer, ""F 
| | ”T” His is the moſt exccl- } 
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 &4 lent vertue and happi- 
neſlc, that belongeth topri- 
yate prayer, no man by any 
meanes can depriue a,,man |} 
of ir, + Some haue had their 
L1 Bibles taken away, that they 

| | | couldnyt reade + Preachers 
| haye biybaniſhed, char they 

could not heare > they (have 
in \beene ſeparazed 1ftom. com> 
pavy, that they could .nor 
hauc publike prayer, yet pri- | 
uate prayer went with them: 
| thereby they ralſked with, 
God, and made all their mi-| 
y feries knowne yato him, and 
i | craued his aſsiſtance 1n all 
their 


* , ———_—_ 


| | Thr Mothers Bleſring. F | 
their troubles, And this is | | 
the greateſt comfort that all ' | 
geod Chriſtians haue,that no 
| man can bar them from pri- | 
uate conference with God, | + | 
| Then take heed you doe not ! 
{| bat your ſelucs from ir, Hince q 
nonecelſe can doe it,”and you | 
know not what need you ſhal | 
| have of it, nor what accident | 
may happen to you in your | 
1] lines, ' nor what: need [you | 

ſhall haue of ir in the houre | 
of death, ' Therefore, if you 
would atwayes have it, you 
muſt alwayes vic ir,and then | | 
you ſhall ſee what profit will | | | || 
comeby it,and then you will 1 I 
bee humbly, fairbfully ,. and | 
familiacly. acquainted - with 


i ... * its. ati ae. + 


F2 Chap, 
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| bumbler tby heart , the ear- 


{ ger, becauſe thou ſhalr ſee, 


{ ers,and granteththy requeſt. || 
1 The more humble will thy 
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Crap. 27. 


The benefit of acquaintance 
with God, | 


H Heauenly and _ 
pic acquaintance + for | 

the longer thou vſeſt irs the 

ſtronger will be thy fairb, the 


nefterthy zeale, and the ho- 
lierthy life; and this makes 
God accept you in Chtiſt, 
and then thou art hee that | 
Chriſt ſpeakerh ynco., when |: 
he fayth; eAcke what you will , | 
and it ſball bee done wnto you. | 
Thy faith will beethe firon.. 


that God hearcth thy pray- | 


heart bee, becauſe thou ſeeſt | 
thine | 


= SD hs 


| | thine owne miſery and cor- 
ruption, andcharall grace 


thee more earneſt and zea- 
lous in prayer , and thy car- 
neft and fairhfull prayer will 
moue God, according to his 
promiſe, to' giue thee grace 
and faich : for the Apoſttes 
prayed, and ſayd: Lord, in- 
creaſe our faith, And this 
grace and faith will worke in 
| thee holines of life, and then 
| | ſhalt thou bee able ro fulfill 

Chriſts ſaying : Let yorr light 


| ſo ſhine before men , that they 


may ſee your good workes , and 
Heaxen, 


Chap, 


F 3 


The Mothers Bleſſing. 


and gooUnefſe comes to thee | 
from God: andthis wil make |: 


glorifie your Father which is in | 


107 


Luke 6.25 


Mat. 5.16. 
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1Cnap., 28. 531, 


. . $4.14 # ' 
Hom lor g wee h4#e ueeds of 
Private: prayer. : 


NN! that you and cuery |, 
one of. you ſhall have 

gegde of private prayer, from-| 
the very beginning of your 
life, to the very laſt houre 
of your dayes, my owne ex- 
perience reacheth mee : and 
the Word of God,atrue wit- 

. CF 4 #27. } 

neſſe, afficmerb,that. wee are 
wholly. corrupted by the fall 
of Adam,with fin,and there- 
fore continually wee ought | 
to ſuſpectour: ſelues, and to|þ 
call ypon God without cca- | 
ling, for his helpe, grace, |\ 
and aſsiſtance inall ourai- | 
ens: for wee, know that our þ 
own fleſh is our own. enemy, | 
» 'and | 


_ 
6 _— 


—— .. -— . " _—- - WO o—u—— @ 


. Jand':thar it is made of the 
Jearth, and is ſo'heauy and | 
" Jearthly-tninded,.that it can 


neuer ſceke for heauenly 
things, Without theeſpeciall 
grace of God; andthe diuell 
hath made an entrance into 
this earthly body, by reaſon 
that our owne parents Adam 
and Exe, did take of the fruit 
of diſobedience at his hands, 


and did cate at his appoint- 
ment : fo that now hee clay- 
meth ſuch an intereſt in vs, 
thatrnonebutCunrrsT can 


- {keep him out : and therefore 


wee haue no way, but to call 
continually on the Name.of 
God in Chriſt , ro afsift vs 
with his gracious Spirit, 
which will keep away the di- 
 uell,ouercome the world,and 


| F4 Chap. 
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BK CnxP. 29, 
W Who pray prinately, = 


| T His is certain, that there 
| are none Godly, but 
| tboſe rhat pray privately and | | 
| | truely to God, according to | | 
'N his Word;and there is no vne | | 
godly perſon, no ſwearer, no-| ! 
prophaner of the Sabbath, | ! 
no drunkard, no adulrerer, | | 
no couetous perſon, po pro- | | 
phane perſon, nor none that | | 
| is of a Fae religion, not war- | 
ranted by the Word of God, | 
that doth pray priuately,tru- | | 
ly, and faithfully, By theſe 
conſiderations you ſhall find | ' 
out the true markes of the | * 
children of G OD, for the 
wicked can heare the Word, | 
8 reade, come into publike al- 

| | ſem- | 


— 


at 


COT <IFY Y 


| 


= 


The Mothers Bleſſi * A 


{emblies of prayer : the hy- 
pocrire will ralke of faith, as 
if he had come” preſently 
from heauen; but to goe in- 
troa priuate place, and lay 0. 
pen his heartbefore GOD, 
confeſſc his owne imperfeQi- 
ons,. and pray that hee may 
not bee an hypocrite, hce is 
farre enough from it, The 
{weater, the adulcercr, the 
couctous, the idolater, nor 
no ynclean perſon dare come 


| roGodin the name of Chriſt, 


except they leaue their wic- 
ked waics; and without they 
bring Chriſt with them, they 
cannot come to God; and 
Chriſt delighteth not to goe 
with thoſe that are continu- 
ally breakers of his» Fathers 
commandements : for Chriſt 
himſetfe tcllech them , that 

Fs he 
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mexts , and, teacheth men ſo to 
do,he ſhallbee great inthe Kmg- 
dome of Heawen : and to' hm. 
that ordereth his conuer (ation 
aright, will [ ſhew the ſaluation: 


of Ged , ſath-GOD bythe | 


Plalmiſt, Moreouer, Chriſt: 


ſaith, Hee that will follow mee. | 


let him for ſake himſelfe ,, and 
take vp his Croſſe ant follow mes. 


As if hee ſhould ſay, I am;| 


gone to heauen, and if you;| 


meane to follow me riither , 
you muſt forſake your ſelues. 
I know this will bee a crofle 
vnto you , . but you muſt 


take it vp and follow mee, or.|: 


elſe you may not come there, 


'f 
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| bee that keeperh the commande- 
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CHAP,” 30» 


The way to rule onr corrup= 


ous. 


'% Gaine, when the chil- | 


dren of GOD, who 
would faine be wich their Fa- 


| 
| ther , ſee that they cannot 


rule their owne fleſh, then 
with humble hearts they goe 
to God, and cryand c.I] to 
him for helpe, that he would 
helpe to bridle their vnruly 
affe ions, euen but for that 
day, and atnight they will 
waite ypon his Maieſly - a- 
oaine; and thus they will ne- 
uerlea'te him, till they feele 
the Spirit of God working 
in their hearts; and that 
will fir them to *continuall 


prayer, But the wicked want 
faith 
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bee that keeperh the commande-| 


ments , and, teacheth men ſo to 
do,he ſballbee great in the Kmg- 
dome of Heapen : and to' hm. 
that ordereth his conuer (ation 


aright, will [ ſhew the ſaluation: 


of Ged , ſath-GOD bythe 
Plalmiſt, Moreouer, Chriſt 
ſaith, Hee that will follow mee. 
let him for ſake himſelfe ,, and 


take vp his Croſſe ani follow mes. : 


As if hee ſhould ſay, I am 
gone to heauen, and if you; 


| meane to follow me rhither , 


you muſt forſake your ſelues. 
[I know this. will bee a crofle 
vnto you , . but you muſt 
take it vp and follow mee, or 
elſe you may not come there, 
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109ys, 


'A Gaine, when the chil- 


dren of GOD,' who| 


would faine be wich their Fa- 


ther , ſee that they cannot | 


rule their owne fleſh, then 
with humble hearts they goe 
to God, and cryand c.I to 
him for helpe, that he would 
helpe to bridle their vnruly 
affeRions, even bur for that 
day, and atnight they will 
waite ypon his Maieſly a- 
gaine; and thus they will ne- 
uerleate him, till they feele 
the Spirit of God working 
in their hearts; and that 
will fr them to «continual 


prayer, But the wicked want 
faith 


_—_— 


The Mothers Bleſſing. | 


] 
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| The Mothers Bleſſing, 


faith to goe in the name of 
Chriſt; and this is the cauſe, | 
there are ſo many wicked | 
prayers in the world; for they | 
that make them, haue no 
faith in Chriſt ;. and without | 
him, they haue no promiſe | 
ro bee heard: and therefore | 
wanting faith to come to 
Chrift, they goto the Saints 
to pray for them ; and yct 
the Saints did neuer promiſe 
them ſo to doe, neither doe 
they knowe whether the 
Saints heare they or no, A- 
gaine, ſome pray in Latine, 
when they doe not vnder- 


(and what they ſay, nor 


w hat they pray for; but the 
holy Ghoſt ſaith, Pray with 
the Spirit, and pray with the un- 
derſading alſo, Why, ſay they, 


"God knowes our hearts; wee 


WT .- | 
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pray with the heare, GOD 
knowes indecede that their 
hearts are vaine and fooliſh, 
becauſe they doe not pray 
vvith vnderſtanding, and 
therefore they have no pro- 
mile to bee heard: & yet they 
will haue a paire of Beades, 
and tell how many prayers 
they ſay, though they can- 
not tell what they ſay. I dare 
vndertake, a Parrat might 

ray as well as they doe, F it 
could ſpeake all the words, 
They pray while they liue, 
that they may goeto —_ 


| coryzand when they dye,they 


giue much goods to others, 
ro pray that they may come 
out of Purgatorie againe : 
theſe aremoſt yaine prayers , 
neuer warrited by the word | 
of God, They pray alſo to. 


our | 


[ The Mothers Bleſſing . | 
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The Mot bers Bleſſing, 


our' Lady to helpe* rhem, 
like as the Ifraclires prayed 
to the Queene of Heaven: : 
and as the Ifraelites prayers 
were accepted , ſo are theirs, 
Bur'I pray God, for Chiiſts 


yours may make ſuch pray- 
ers, And Ipray God to bleſſe 
his whole Church, that their 
prayers may bee right, and 
faithfull, for prayer is the key 


be ſhut againſt ys, 


beſcech thee, giuevs the ſpi- 
rit of truth, that we may pray 
rightly, which if wee do, wee 
muſt needs ſcarch the Scrip- 
tures, & ſee there how Chriſt 


ſake, thatyou;, nor none of 


| 


which openeth vnto vertue, | 
Oh Lord, let not our prayers |? 
be turned into finne; for rhen 
the gates of thy mercy ſhall | 


(4h 


Wherefore wee humbly | 


teacheth 
NT } 
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The Mathers Bleſving, 
reatherh his . Diſciples to 


manner, Our Fatber,which art 


euer-prayer\ is not. Qn- this 


| they. dee, for they thinks to bee | 
| heard. for their much babbling, 
Wy” but 


' godly, And yet here youlce,: 
there.is neither -praying to 
Saints nor iAngels, . neither 
praying for the. dead, nor to 
the. dead. 4 and therefore all 
ſuch prayers are wicked, and 


!| are the ouerthrow of al thoſe 


that vic them, 
But Chriſt ſaith, hen thou 


| prayeſt, enter into thy chamber , 


and when thou haſt ſhut thy door , 


| pray wnto thy Father in ſecret , 
'| and thy Father which ſeeth in ſe. 
| cret,will reward thee openly : vſe 


' 10 24ine repetitions, as the bea- 


pray. 1#hen yee prey; pray on this\) 
in beauen;\&6. And. whatſo-. 


' mannier,:. is Wicked; and.vn-. 
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The Mothers Bleſſing. 


butw — geo —_— e the No 
her in my Naw, t 


; gineyo e Aſks, and'you os 


Awe, ecke, and you finde, 
rm andit hall ent Un- 
10 you. If yeur children Af ke you 
bread, will yow give them a ftone? 
or if they aſ ke you fifh , will you 
give them a Serpent? If ye which 


are ewill, can gine your thildren 


| good gifts, how much more ſhall 
your heawenl 


Father gie the 
holy Ghoſt ume then that af ke 
it? And this wasa great mer- 
cy in Chriſt, not onely to bid 
vs pray, but alſoro promile , 
that whatſocuer we aſke the 


| Father in his Name, wee 


ſhould have it: and hee ap- [| 
pealcth to our conſciences, 
how wee would deale with || 
our children, if they aſkevs|| 
any thing, and giueth vs || 
Wwar- 


— 


| warning vvee fhoutd vie no'| 
{{yaine babbling, and relleth 


vs '\wee: ſhould aske m/one 


our Comforter and bring vs 
vnto Chriſt, and hee vyill 
bring vs vnto lis Father. 
Chriſt alſo willeth ys to aske 


hee will inlighten vs, and 
ſhew vs the way of all hap- 
pineſſe : and. becauſe our 
faith ſhould be ftrengrhened 
to aske the Holy Ghoſt , hee 
alſo promiſed vs to ſend him, 
'to teach vs all things, and 


| bring all things to our re- 


'membrance, without which 


| wee are like a houſe which is 
| built 


—_— 


"The Mothers Blaſring, | 


word, the holy Ghoſt, with= | 
out the which wee are miſe- | 
rable'wrertches : which if we | 
haue, wee inioy all happinefle | 
Jand peace, for hee muſt bee: | 


la613 
the Spirit of truth, becauſe | 


lob.x5.26. 
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good- for nothing , becauſe 


chere remaines notbing bur | }|: 


darkneſfle in it: even ſodarke 
wee ſceme ncuer ſo faire on 


vs, wecanneuer ce to finde 


quently wee muſt needs pe- 
riſh ; for Chriſt ſayth, No 
man commeth to the Father , 
bnt by mee. And heere you 


ſee, that thoſe that put their'| ' 


truſt in- Saints to pray for 
them, hauc n@ promiſe to 
| be 


The Mothers Bleſring, © 


built faire off the outfide : 
'bur there/are- no! windawes 
to ſhew aiy lightat all into: 
it, and: then/the- houſe -is-| {| 


is thecarth of Adams, which-| || 
. we are made of, thatthough | ]| 


the outſide, yet if wee haue | || 
not the Holy Ghoſt within'| | 
'the way to Chriſt: and then: 
it is vnpolsible rocome vnto/ 
'the Father ; and ſo conſe- 


hn. 


The Mothers Bloſing,. 
be. heard;. and it ſhewes that, 
they: Axe, not,jnlightned by 


the Holy, Gboſd, O,1E8 


1| way t@ CHRIST, and ley 
themſelues. vyill 'confe "= 


I] chax; they daze gor goe 19 
| | Cheitewbich, hewerh, Wi | 
| I]rbey, baug; no. faith to | 
1|lecue his promiſes, ROr will, 
Ito obey his Word, For 
}|'Chrift faith, Come wnto wee, |Mat.rs, 18 

all ye that laboux ang are laden, | 
and 1 willeaſe you, Here you | | 
ſce'thar hee keaues out none, 
| bue calls all ſinners vnto |; 
him, and promilcth that hee. 


ti 


will eaſe them, Lhumbly be- 
ſeech God to: giue you: and. 
every of you, to the worlds | 
end, grace to pray to God 
| | for the Holy Ghoſt, And I 
| | pray youglet mee requeſt you 
to pray to God continually, | 
ro 
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The Mothers Bling, | 


| wi inlrgh ten you withthe ho- 
1y Spirit, that the holy Ghoft 
may i bdileſt'y outro Chrift, fo 
| | Chriſt ro Teids you to 'bis 
 Pacher; and: rhen* ſhall you 
reigne yvith them, for cuer- 
| fear woga writhonr end.- 
' WhichGod grant for Chris: , 
 fake,onr only Mediatour and. 
| Aduocare, 


CnaP, 31, 


The benefit of the Holy Ghoſt. 


g__ ſome pray nor at 
all, and others pray falſc- 
ly , doe yee often and car- 
|neſtly p pray for the Holy' 
Ghoft; for I vvill tell you 
what hee will doe, hee will 
 inlighten you, and vnite| | 
| you to Chriſt, and giue you | | 

* grace 1 
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| not. the Holy 
| within rag are maſtred 


The Adothers ' Bleſſing. 


grace. to-xule ouer all your 
affeions , and make you 
able ro bee Maſters of your 
ſelucs : where on the con- 
rrarie ade 9. 


| written 


and ruled by their ownefil- 
thy affe&ions, and fo be- 


come ſeruants to them ; but | 


if yee havexhe Holy yg 
yee- 7 ſhall bee eblc ro ſay to 


your ſchues,, as the Maſter | 


ſaith ro his ferus8nts, Thou 


ſhalr-doe this, 20d, Thou | . 
|| ale doe thas + Thou ſbale- | 
{| pot-ſweere , nor-blaſphceme:, | 
{| chy-God :- Thou. ſhalt not. 
1] drinke and {will likea:beaRt, 
1] nexthet ſhalt / thou comeIn. 


Rent among foch ,, &tc;! 


how: = will: "OUCr- 


which haue | 


- _ 
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Fhe Miythers Blefiirg. 


; thou earthen *poroAtird, || 
which broughreſt mee'-no- 
thing, and wouldeſt thotf | 
now confound'all 'theſe'exe 
 cellent graces; which it hath 
| pleaſed” the Alrhightie-God 
to'tbeftowe: ypen inte 'in 
Chriſt? No: by thegraceof 
G OD; -I will ouer 
thee; orelſe1 wilkpine thee. 


| L may ſry With Saint! Pal, ||| 
Theſe: ate” the wefſengere of [| 


Sathar' to buffet mee *: 1 will 
| pray to .my'God toaſviſime, 


and! bis. grave ts ſufficient for if 
need | Som thyaiamce, ||| 


chou art like an; ynruly-Colty [| 
chat ifiheeubes partpeted; [||| 


fedde; and/wellkepryhewill 
throwchis/miaſter vhdor his: 


T1 jreatty runnes 


—_— 
—c—_—_— 


ferth , ond! pares nqoiwhor | 
beeome'iof him, ſoheewnay! || 
heerid ofa, (ahd thenhee || 


| —_ 


| + 
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| runnes whicherthee lift him- | 
| ſelfe, although hee fare 
| much worſe then hee did be... 
| fore : cuen ſois it with-thoſe 
that become ſubic&ro- their: 
affeions , they areas hard 
to bee ouercome, as a wilde 


like to be, and ſometimes is, 


. [| the viter deſtruQtion of his 


maſter'z ::therefore-your re- 
ſolution: muſt bee; to deale 


zebellious affeRions, as:you 
{| will deato: wich a pampered 


ww 


| wilde;Colc,, iland fay voto! 


— 


| them: -By-Gods grace T will 
nor-bee 'louer-maſtered-by 
you,Þſcorneto ſeruei{obe 

gerly. and fo baſe! a ſlage” 

thowart ,; Iwrill bridle: thee, 
and thy head-ftrong; tour, 
proud, :{cornelull, and diſo» 


W- 


_— 
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Colt, which many times is} 


|| with. your: ſtubborne. and 


1 a 7. 


_ bedient, 
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|| bedicnc, varemperate,, vn- 
holy, high-minded , fro-| 


ward, couctous, and idlc 


— in you by narure, 
t by-Gads grace I yvill 
temper yau, 1 will make you 
humble, patient, chaſte, 
quiet, and diligently to fall 
20 ſhall 


bring you tonough 
ewixe- your felues and 


affcRions, 26d then the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt vyill reach. you to 


filchy motion of the 


diſpobtion; for there is no 


neuer bce idle , Erb will | 
rt. . And| 
-| this muſt-bee theviftory be- 


maſter your felues ,, and: not || 
| ſuffer you to bee ſubie& to |} 


things to thy remembrance y 2s, 


+> et == - 


euery 
fleſh, : Further, bee will teach |) 
| rhee all things, and bring all 


GOD reſfifeth the proud, and | 


__—_—_— — 
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: . — 
| h grace to the humble, He |, ,c. 
| ge 5 Pp aanlterie, ſin- _ 
J = ainſt his owne body, and |18,19- 
the Temp emple of God , the Th: 
5 of an harlot, Hethat |... 
| will Topo let him not eat, "— | 
l He will gine thee faith to quench | 
, | all the fierie darts of the Dinell, | 
1 Therefore pray for the Holy | 
l Ghoſt in all temprations, hee 
|| will bee with thee in them, | 
df | andfirengthen theetoouer- 
- come them, hee will be with 
r thee in the houre of death, 
Þ when al thy friends, thy plea- 
Ol | ſures,andprofits will forſake 
t || thee, and then hee will bring 
of; | theeto Chriſt; and therefore 
el | pray for him, and acknow- 
hf) | ledge his great mercy in 
{|} | Chriſt, who hath taught thee 
$, ; thus to pray , and wharſoe- 
d || uerthou neglecteſt, negle& 
thy G not | 


—— —— 
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not priuate prayer, and how- 
ſocuer thou doſt ſeeke for 
continuall knowledge, that 
your prayers may be accor- 
ding to the Word of God; 
for if they bee not ſuch, then 
are they turned into fin, and 
then thou haſt nothing to re. 
lieue, comfort, or reconcile 
thy ſelfe to God againe : for 
as concerning all the finnes 
that a man hath fallen into, 
through the frailty of nature, 
hee hath beene reconciled ro 
God by faichfull prayer; but 
if your prayers be nor at all,or 
not as they ought to be, then 
all your helpe is in yaine, 


Chap, 


| | ? The Mothers Bleſsing, J 
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| Cnap, 32, 
God accepteth weake prayers, 


T is a very weake Prayer 

that God yyill nor accept, 
if i-be rightly made.I ſpeake 
thus much, becauſe I vyould 
got haue you diſcouraged, & 
thinke you had as good not 
pray at all, as pray weakly; 
| forthe Almighty God accep- 
| reth your obedience and wel- 
meaning, that you yvill pre- 
pare your ſclues to pray as 
wel as you can:but if thou ſee 
thy ſelfe negle& priuateprai- 
er, beeſure that Sathan hath 
ſome thing to worke againſt 
thee; and by this yoy, may 


none that cuerdid or ſhal pe- 
riſh,but it was becauſeeither 


G2 7 they 


vnderſtand, that there are 
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they did not pray at all, or 
ww becauſe _ did not | 
pray as:God hath warranted 
them in his word, Me thinks 
| if I were a man,and a Preach- 
> | erof Gods Word,as(Thope). 
| ſome of you ſhall bee, and11 
pray God, - ures ANN 
| ou may, I iurely -periwage 
| R_ ſets, that racks Gods 
grace. I ſhould bring many 
bo pray rightly, which now 
| pray vnaduiſedly, or not-at 
all, Bur thoſe that haue:got- 
ten a cuſtome to pray after 
the inuention 'of men , and 
| contrary tothe word of God, 
| as tO pray to Saints, to-pray: 
ro Angels, to pray to our 
| \Ladyy to pray in a tongue | 
| they vnderftand not,to pray 
| to the dead, to pray forthe 
dead, to pray to goe to Pur- 
| gatoric; | 


"IR 
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gatory; theſe,I fay,you may 
pray for, that they may not 
vſc ſuch prayers any longer, 
but ro perſwade them, is al- 
moſt as vaine as theirprajers. 
Yer once againe I ſay vnto 
you, Pray: for you haueno 
| promife, except you pravs 
Atke, and you ſhall hane {ſaith 1, . | 
Chriſt;)he doth nor ſay, You | 
ſhall haue , whether you aske 
or no: but he ſaith, Acke, and 
youſhall have, Was not this a | 
great mercy of our Saujour 
leſus Chriſt ro proffer vs, if 
we would bur ask,we ſhould 
haue ? Surely, I thinke hce 
were a very vaworthy per- 
ſon,that would thinke much 
to aske a thing, for which he 
mighr be the better for euer. 
If a Maſter ſhould ſay to his 
Seruant, When fuch a leaſe 

G 3 — comes 
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| Tbe Mothers Bleſſmg. | 


comes our , aske mee for it, 
and I will let thee haue a ve- | 
ry good-penjworth in it : be- 
cauſe rhou haſt ſpent thy 
| time in myſſeruice, and m at- 
tending vpon me; therefore 
I would hane you get {ome- 
| thing to liue vpon hereafter 
ro defend the world wirhall, 
thac thou mayeſt not. begge 
when thou art old : and this 
| were a very reaſonable thing, 
Now the,maſter being a wor- 
thy man, and fully. zcſolued 
todo his ſeruant good, when 
the time comes, he conſiders 
with himſelfe , at how cafie 
rate hee may ſer the rent of 
his farme for him to live yp- 
on, and yer giue ſome atten- 
dance ypon him ſtill, The 
time being come, he expect- 
ech when he ſhould aske; bur 
if 


CEE 
he. _—_—_—_— 


| The Mothers Bleſsing, | 133 | 


———— 


if the ſeruant thinkes much 
to aske, it is ten to one but 
his Maſters minde will bee 
cleane altered, although hee 
were neuer {o fully bent to 
deale liberally with him, and 
faith ro himſelfe : If it be not 
worth the asking,it ſhall bee 
worth the keeping ; or, if it 
be not worth the asking, it is 
not worth thanks; and very 
likely hee will thiake worſe 
of his ſervant, then euer hee 
did before, becaulc he would |. 
not aske it, and thinke heis 
growneproud, and (corned 
his gentle offer. Now if the | 
Maſter will not giue his ſer- 
uant the thing ſo promiſed, 
becauſe he will nor aske him, 
although indeed hee ought 
in conſcience to give him 
ſome thiog z for God faith, 
G 4 Let 
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Mat.6.6. 


| 


| 


place will ferue, yet it plea- 


peore man; how doeft thou 


The Mothers Bleſſing, | 


Let not thy ſernant goe away 4 


thinke thou ſhalt receiue the 
thing which our Saviour 
hath promifed, vpon the 
fame condition that thou 
ſhouldeft aske, when thou 
hafl deſcrued nothing ar his 
hands, burhe of his own free 
mercy hath bought thee, and 
payd a deare price for thee, 
and thou haſt done nothing 
for him, but for thy begger- 
linefle, he biddeth thee aske, 
and thou ſhalt have? Whar 
can(t thou looke to obtaine, 
when our Saviour Chriſt 
hath preciſely tolde thee, 
thou muſt aske, and yet thou 
refuſecſtrodoe it ? Enter into 
thy chamber, ſaith he,and ſhut 
thy doore, Although eucry 


ſerh 


| 


| — Mother « Bleſſing + 
ſeth CunrisT toname thy 
chamber, becauſe hee would 
have a man without accum. 

| berances, Euery man findeth 

| one place or other to lodge 
in; let them then finde the 
ſame place, or fome place 
elſe topray priuately in, Shut 
the deere ((aith Chriſt) as if 
hee ſhould ſay, fhur thy ſelfe 
from the world, and ſhut the 
world from thee; ir may bee 
thou haſt ſome thing to ſay 
to mee, that thou wouldeſt 


Oh the mercy, the wonder- 
full mercy of Chriſt to man, 
how hee became Man for 


nature of man, that hee 
would bee Joth thar euery 
one ſhould knowe the cor- 
ruption which was in him: 


G5 and 


not haue the world to heare,. 


man ! And hee knew the- 


gn 
-- 
T 
. 


— 


ee ae eee ee  O_—_ 


| x36 | 


| 


'romee, and I will give thee 
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' The Mothers Bleſſin — 


and therefore ſaid, Come to 
me alone, and ſhur the dore, | 
no body ſhall know, what is 
berwixt thee and me,]l know 
thy finnes already, - but I 
would know whether thou 
knowelt them or no; for ma- 
ny a man finnerh and know- 
ethitnor, becauſe he know- 
eth not my word: but if thou 
knoweſt them, confefſe them 


pardon for them: and if thou 
wilc leaue them,and canſt ask 
helpe of mee, I will giue thee 
orace tooutercome them; for 
[ haue onercome them all for 
thee,euen in thine own fleſh, 
and thou rhrough mine help 
ſhalt do a greater worke ; for 
thou beeing a finner,ſhalt 0- 
uercome inthy ſclfe,whichis 
a greater worke then for me, 
which | 


CA 
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which am God, and without 
| lin to ouercome fin: andycr. 
not you, but 1 your Saviour, 
vyvho dwell in all thoſe, that 
lay hold of mee by true faith, 
tor without mee, yee can doe 
| nothing; and therefore come 
ro mee, follow my counſeil, 
come ſecretly , let no bodie 
know of ir for hindring you, 
or for feare yaine-glorie 
ſhoyJd follow you ; no man 
ſhalſ*need to know of it, for 1 
will reward you openly. Oh 
the wonderfull mercies of 
Chrift tro man, neuer able to 
be ſet our ! he knew that man 
would be defirous to haue it 
knowne that he ſerued ſuch a 
worthy maſter,as none could 
ſerue a better, that euery one 
{huld ſay he ſcrued Chriſt, he 
{erued rhe Son of God, who 
will 


———— —_ _ 


IE 


. TRI rr n= on S,o——= -—<ao vw - CG. —__— x —— — wxw——— — — "x - 


The Mothers Bleſſing, 


noble niaſter , and therefore 
he will weare his cogniſance 


man hee ſerucs; for it 152 
thy maſter, and a man ſhall 


for his ſake: bur hee that ſer= 
 acth a wickedand vngodly 
| man, ſhall neuer bee fo well 
chought of, becauſe his ma « 
 ſter is wicked, and hee is of- 
 rentimes aſhamicd of his ma- 
 fers doings, fo that hee will 
never bee acredic vnto him ; 
and therefore, never ſerve a 

wicked man,a!though hee be 
never fo rich; forthe defire 
| of man is, to ſcrue a niafter 


| great credit to {erue a wore | 


bee very well accounted of | 


will bring himto preferment. | 
Euery one defireth to hauc ic | 
knowne, that hee ſerueth a | 


vpon his {lecue , that it may | 
be known what an excellent | 


— GR 


of | 


oY - 


——_——— 


, | The Mothers Bleſſing, | 239 | 


of credit, and that Chrift 
knew: he knew alſo that man 
wa loth to haue his finnes 
openly knowne ; and there» YN 
tyre out of his great mercy 
/md wonderfull wiſedome,he 
/appointed man to confeſſe [! 
his finnes priuately, withour 

[ 


whichthere can be no good 
prayer. He told man, that he The ve- 
ſhould not neede to make 44 of | 
ſhew of it vnto the world; "fs /#r- 


for hee would reward him 0- RR 


penly, and make it krnowne, 
that hee ſerved a good Ma- | | 
fer indeed ; for hee would | | 
give him ſuch graces and | | 

bleſſings, as all chat knew 
him, ſhould perceiue that he | 
| {had them neyther of the; 
| world, the fleſh, nor the Di- 
uell, nor of his owne nature: 
bur it ſhould appeare, they 


were 
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—_ 


The Mothers Bleſſmg. 


och 


vyere onely the gifts of the 
Almightie God; Hee did nor 
promiſe earth and earthly 
things,you may ſce ; for eue- 
ry venemous earth-worme 
is full of theſe : the Vſurer, 
that is as farre from heauen 
as it is to hell, where if hce 
take not hecde, in timehee 
may finde his part, he (I ſay) 
may bragoe of his gold: the 
extortioner,vyhom God ha- 
teth, may bragge of his (il- 
uer: the couertous perſon, 
whom God abhorreth, he 
may bragge what a deale of 
earth and earthly durt hee 
hath purchaſed ; as the Pro- 
phet ſaith , They /oade them- 
{elnes with clay : hee doth not 
ſay,God giueth it chem: bur, 
they load themſelues, Among 


theſe fooliſh and abomina- 


ble | 


- 
” 
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ble people, whomthe Scrip- 
ture ſpeaketh' ſo much: a- 


more, nor ſo nwch, -I thinke 
trumpets and; whores, who 
for: couetouſnefle ſake fell 
their ſoules and bodics, and 
make themiclues ſuch filthy 
veſſels in this earth, that ic is 
| moſt- loathſome to- thinke 
of, | may; bragge as well of 
their tewels and coſtly appa- 
rel that the world beſtoweth 
ypon them, -asany other of 
theſe couerous vyvretches., 
whom God abhorreth,. and 
giueth warning that no man 
{hall ſpeake well of them: for 
the Holy Gholt ſaith, Speake 
not good of the conetous whom 
| God abherreth, And that thou 
maiſt know it is no worldly 


traſh that God beſtowes on 


f 


gainſt, as againſt. no- man. | 


I41 


| thee: 
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thee : know, that the Djuel! 
calleth himſclfe the prince of 
this world: and fo one would 
thinke he were, for theſe out- 
ward things are moft com-| 
monly beſtowed vpon- the | 
wicked; but that which God 
will beftow on thee, is a trea- | 
"ſure vvhich the wicked ones 
hauvenot, nor are neuer like 
| tO 1nioy, except they leaue 
| their wicked wayes, and goe 
privately ro the Lord Ieſus 
Chriſt, and lay open their 
'| miferable eſtatero him, and 
eraue his pardon and grace 
ro lie a new life, andthen 
he will giue thee the greareſt 
treaſure that man can ima- 
gine , cuen a moſt heauenly 
treaſure ; hee will give thee 
faith , which will bring thee 
to the cuerlaſting _— 
0 


WM > or _=_ 
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of heauen ; hee will giue thee 
patience to beare al the croſ- 
fes and troubles in the world 
hee will give thee humilirie, | 
which will fill thee full of 
grace, and make thee in fa- | 
your with God and man; he 
will giue thee his grace ſo 
| plenteouſly , thar thou wilt | 

ſpeake alwaies the truth, and | 
keepe thy promiſes, though | 
it bee never ſo much to thy 
hinderance in the fight of the 
world. Nay, in the fight of 
che world it muſt needs be a | 
-praiſe to thee; for the world ; 
ſeerh that every carth-worm | 
can breake their promiſe, or | 
rurne itſo, rhar it is worſe | 
then a promiſe-breaking ; for | 
it (hewerh that they are full 
of hypocriſie, diffemblers, 
and would ſerue the world, 


' 


and 


— 


—y o—— DD A I EE Ss —_—_ 


'J 
| 
| 


( 
\F 


© w——_— 


— —_— CT — —— — 


0 —— Py 


— 


Hr" 


The Mothers Bleſning, | 


\The danger, 
of breaking 
promiſes, 


—_— 


| and. would not haue the Di- | 
uel} know it: but the Diuell 
will notbee ſo deceijued :hee 
maketh account the world is 
his, and hee hampereth all 
thoſe that loue it, in chaines, 
and hee will haue the world 
know it, that it may bce a} 
witneſſe on his {ide at the 
Day-of Iudgement, Nay, 
his owne Conſcience will 
bee a witneſle againſt him 
at the Day of Iudgemeor, 
| chat breaketh his: word, e- | 
uen/at that dreadfull Day 
when the traſh, for whi 
hee ſo lightly regarded his 
promiſe , ſhall bee conſumed 
with fire and brimſtone; then 
will hee wonder, hee could 
thinke it would bee ſo long 
before that day would come, 
and now ſeeing that it is 


come, 


"Sz > 1 
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come, hee fully perſwadeth. 
himelfe that his paine will 
 neuer haue an end.” If thou 
 thinkeſt , that -breakers: of 


heaven, read the fifteenth 
| Plalme, Bur what ſhould 1 
 ſpeake of a roome in heauen, 
| when indcedethey ought to 

haue no roome amonglt ci- 
 uill men on the carth : Nay, 
nor yet among the heathen? 


ſo great aſhame for.a man to 


Reco his promiſe; that hee 


ould rather dye, then it 
ſhould be ſaid that hee were 
once 'of thofe, But pray thou 
priuatcly and faithfully, and 


power to keepe thy promile 
© | with men; but thou ſhalt al- 
| haue grace to keepe thy 
| word 


| 


their word haue a roome in | 


| 


tor it. hath bcene accoumed | 


| God will not onely giue thee | 


— 
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| word and promiſe thou haſt 
' made to Almightie God,to 
 forſake the Diuel,the World, 
and thine owne filthy affe. 
@ions : which will ſhew o- 
pevly thar thou art the fer. 
uant of God, and that Goq4 
| hath beſtowed his manifold 
graces and blefsings vpon 


| thine owne Fleſh hath be- 


' thee, as Chriſt ſaydvnto Pe- 
ter , Fleſh and bloud hath not 


taught thee theſe things , but my | 
3 | FA So | 


| Father which is in 
Ce 


the Divell, the World , nor 


ſtowed theſe gifts on thee, 
bur thy Father vvhich is in 
heauen, Bleſſed bee the name 
of Chriſt for his bountiful! 
goodneſſe beſtowed ypon 


mankinde; he did not onely | 


Oo X 
one that beholdeth 
' | thee will know, that neither 


_ 
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bid men pray andpromiſed 
they ſhould bee heard , bur 


! |'alſo:rold them to whom to 


pray ; and becauſe men durſt 


if we hauc-him, we arc Saints 
in heauen, cuen ioyned to 


{| Chriſt, and as his members; 


þ 


and yet hee fearing all this 


: | would nor ſerue, it was his 


greateſt | 


W_—_—_ ——_— 


nor gocto Godalone, hee | 
* ||bade them goe in his name, 
_ © [and 'promited that he would: 
| 2? | beethere with them,and hee 
' |'would be a Mediator, which 
' ||'nonc'elfe could-doet and hee 
| | would makepeace berween 
| © | God and rhem, and therefore | 
| © | any mighe boldly come to 
© |/him ; hee teacheth them 
| where 'to aske priuately : 
*[:and whar-co aske:: the Holy | 
-| 'Ghoſt, withour:the which, 
| wearefire-brands of hel: bur | 


—_—— 
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| greateſt mercie to ſhew vs 
- | more , concerning two: men 


which yvete: praying, . and 
made ys acquainted how 
they prayed, and how they 
(ped. Chriſtſaich , There was | 
a Phariſe ard a Publicane went 


into. the Temple to pray, The: 
Phariſe was one that thought 
himſclfe a iuſt man, and de- 
ſpiſed others, The Publicane 
accounted himſclfe a finner | 
openly knowne, The Phariſe 
ſtood wp and prayed, and ſayd, 
[ thanke thee, oh Father, 1am 
not as other men are , ner like 
this Publicane* 1 faſt twice in 
a weeke and giue tithe of all that 
[haue, Now you may fcc 
vvno they bee that ſay,Ifaſt, 
or wee faſt, as if they ſhould 
ſay, I feare it ſhall neuer be 
known thatitisI, or we that 


faſt 


: 


s 
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faft and pray, and pay tithe 
of all that we haue, and that 


1 we dealc iuſtly and keep the 


Commandements. But the 
Pablicane rod afarre off, and 
durſt not looke wp to heauen, but 


Lord, be mercifull to mee a fin- 
ver, Heere you ſee,wee muſt 
humble our ſclues and- con- 
feſſe our ſmnes 2 for Chriſt 
ſayth, Heewent away inuftified 
rather then the other : for bee 
that humbleth himſelfe,ſhall bee 
| exalted; and hee that exalteth 
 bimſelfe , ſhall bee bronght low, 
Alſo he willeth vs alwayes to 
pray, and not to waxe faint, 
ſaying: Therewas a certaine 
Indge in 4 Citie, which neither 
feared God, nor renerenced 
man, and there was a widdow in 
the Citie which ſaid, Doe me in- 

ftice 


— 


1 49 


ſmote on his breſt, and ſayd,; | 


Luke 11.2 


ht Ad OI CE CE EI” 


——— 


I5o 


ET 


| ciiſe to obtaine any fauour of 


| alſo bee thankefull ro God 


but hee would not for a time; yet 
afterward bee ſayd , eAlibough 


| Hfeare not God, nor renerence 
mas , yetwill I doe ber inſtwe, 
left .ar the laſt ſhes chance to 
weary me. eAndthe Lord ſaid, 
Heare what the wnrighteons 
tnadge ſayth. And ſhallnot God 
anenge the canſe of bis Elet, 
which ory and call day andnight 
wpen hins? And therefore pray 
continually, And doe not 
thinke- (my. fonnes) thar 1 
haue ſpoken too much of 


a 


withoutit wee haue no pro- 


God,nor yet to be kept from 
any cuill by God, and there- 
foredocit, You muſt needs 


The Mothers Bleſſmg. of | 
ſlice againſt mive aduerſarie ; 


prayer: for as Iſayd before, | 


| 


for his mercies in Chriſt, and 
moſt 
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moſt humbly thanke Chriſt, 
who hath thus mercifully 
taught youto pray, and gine 
G O D thankes, who hath 


+ | brought you into rhe world 


in ſuch a crime, when as you 
may be taught topray accor- 
to his Word; and T be- 
ſeech him, that you may pray 
according to his counſell, 


CHAP, 33. 
| No certaine rmle for prinate 


| Prayer, 
N 


Ow T would haue you 
know,that prinatpraier 


| and therefore there is no cet- 
'raine rule, neither can words 
be ſet downe what ye ſhould 


| ſay: for though we be all fin- 
H 


pn 


| 


ners. | 


\ p— 


4s for cuery mans private vſcy | 


wn 2 


|, 152 T he Mothers Bleſring. 


——— 


— 


ners,yet ſome are more trou- 
bled with one finne, ſome 
with another, and ſome are | 
troubled, becauſe they can- 
not bee troubled ſo much 
with their finnes as they de- 
fire, which ſort Chriſt calleth 


{ | 'Mat.1t1.28 


ynto him,laying, Come v#- 
to mee, all yee that labour and 
are laden, and [ will eaſe you, 
But although all fins dwell 


I! | | 


| 
| 
| 


| 


gd 


Jrulc in vs, and will nor bee 


in vs, and weeare ſubic& to 
them (wherfore Chriſt ſaith, 
Yee had needewatch and pray ) 
yet there is ineueryone of vs, 
ſome one fin that will draw 
to a head, and beare ſome 


ſubie& nor ſubdued to the 
Spirit , as the Child of God 
would hauc it : but then hee 
goeth to Chriſt, and craueth 
his aſsiſtance, and yet ſome- 


time  -» 
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LI 


Gee the linne will overcome 
him,:and then he goeth and ' 
confefſeth his finne againe, 


| and craveth pardon, confe(- 


ſing withall his owne weask- 
nefſe, that heſhayld be ouer- 
come of ſo vile and baſe an 


| affeion. And thus every one 
| ought to ſeeke by prayer to 
| God, to get victory of that 


fin , which otherwiſe would 


| ouercome, and deſtroy him 
| body and ſoule for euer and 
1 eucr. - 


CHAP. 34 


Digers men troubled with diners 
ſmnes, 


Ome are troubled moſt 
Ivvith enuie ,. ſome; with 
pride , ſome with anger, 
ſome with Couectouſneſle , 
| H 3 and 


pn 


I 


| I54 
land ſome vvith floth, &c, All- 


| theſe vvitha company thar| 
attend on them, fer ypone-| 


{ neuer leaue, wvntill they haue 
| and ſoule of man; and: theres 


{ tance again{t his grearelh 


1 come that, the reſt will flyeg/| 
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uery man, bur onemuſt be 
Captaine; then ouercame the | 
Captaine, and all the armie 
will be difcomficed, In wars, 
it the Captainepreuaile, the 
Souldiers yvilt ruinate the 
Citie; even ſo itis with fin, 
ifthe chiefe hnne gexteth the 
victory, it willet in a great 
number of enemies that will 


 vtterly ruinated and brought 
' to confuſtenthe whole body 


\ fore euery one ought. to. pray 
to God, forhelpe and aſsi- 


temptation ; forif wee oucts: 


| as S. James ſaith, Reſift the dj- 


well, | 


— He 


p 
* {canoe 
4 
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nell, and hee will flye froms thee: 
And this wil be a great com-| 
fort to any man, vyhen hee 
ſeeth his enemy cannot tti- 
umph ouer him-: then the di- 
uell ſhall have no cauſe to' 
laugh in his face, nor the 
World to ict behinde his 
backe, neither can his owne 
affections braue nor vpbrayd 
him : but hee ſhall haue a 

reater cotnfort then this, 
or by obtaining this vitto- 
rie, hee ſhall bee ſure to bee 
Seruant and Souldier to the 
moſt yvorthy Capraine thar 
euer Was, Yet hee muſt ac- 
knowledge that hee got the 
victorie by the helpe of his 
Captaine; and ſo long ashe 
is aSouldier ynder him, he 
ſhall alwayes haue the vic- 
corie ; for the Diuell himſelfe 

| H 3 is 
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1s afrayde of this Captaine* 
the World wil flic at his pre- 
ſence, and thine owne affe- 
Rions will fall downe before 
thee, if he come, 


CHaAP. 35s 
© Bee not hurt by a latle temp- 
tation, 


Here is another thing,,, 
which I muſt admoniſh: 
you of, that ye bee not ouer- 
-coine of a little temptation: 
For that is the baſeſt thing in 
the world: cuen as if a great 
Captaine ſhould bee ouer- 
come of a meane Souldier,. 
that had ncither might nor. | 
policie, which muſt:ineeds 
returne vvith ſhame to the | 
Capraine. - But it is much | 
more ihame for. a Chriſtian i 
thar 
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And thus they are in a very | 


| rhat the world may not per- 
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thar hath vowed to forſake | 


| the Diuell, the World, and | 


his owne affeRions, to bee | 
ouercome by the weakeſt of | 
them all, There be many thar | 
rhinke,it the diuell overcome | 
them notina great lin , all is | 
yvell, though that indeed hie | 
ſet them on vyorke continu- | 
ally on trifles, and by this | 
meanes keepe men in ſome 
device or other, Hee cares 
not vyhat they doe, ſothey 
ſeruc not God,and ſo he may 
blindfold them that they 


cannot {ce thcir owne finnes, 


dangerous and euill caſe,and 
know not vyhat they doe; 


yet they ſhadow their folly, 


ceiue it, and then they thinke | 
iis yvellenough, Thus the 
H 4 diuell 
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divell leades them quietly to 
Hell, and they never know 
yvhither they are going, till 
they come there : eucn 2s a 
yvinde carrieth-a ſhip, and: 
they thatare init, know not 
where they ſhall beeſer on 
ſhore.For the Dinell is a cun- 
ning Fowler, hee will never 
lay a great baite, vyhere hee 
knowes a little otie will ſeruc 


—————-— 


of policie, that he ſeeth, a 
great baite yyould make the 
partie afraide to come neere 
it: but thus do;h:the Diuell, 
firſt heegiueth a little baire, 
and ſaith to him whom hee 
meaneth to catch, I warrant 
thee, thou mayeſt take this, 

oe neere it, taſte of ir, it 
vvill not hurt thee : many 
ſwallow a greatcr baite then 


this, 
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the turne; and hee is ſofull | 


i 


—— Hee . 
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this, and thou ſeeſt no bake 
come of it : as hee ſayde to 
Exe, It is but an Apple, it 
may doe thee much good, 
to bring theeto knowledge , 
and make thee like a God. 
And therefore now wee ſee, 
wee had neede ſet a ſpecial] 
watch ouer our ſclues, that 
wee may ipy the diue}l, when 
he goeth about thus to in- 
trap vs in his engines, with 
his alluring bayres, and re- 
rurne his baytes againe, and 
when he offercth vs any of 
them, may ſay, I defic theeg 
Sathan, and by Gods grace 
haue knowledge that thou 
art a vvicked Serpent, and 
diddeft deceive our firſt Pa- 


rents with an Apple, 1will | 


not play with thy baites, bee 
they neuer ſo ſweere , plea- 
5 fant, 
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{ant, or beautifuli, Iknow 
chy ſubtilty , - and I know | 
.chat I ſerue a Captaine, 
Chriſt, that thou art afraide 
of, and hee will vring-vstoa 
happier Paradiſe, then thou 
didſt put vs out of, and-hee 
will make mee like a: God, 


and renue the Image. thar 
thou diddeſt decay in vs, 


Theu diddeſt ſcoffe at mee, 


wi ſaidſt , I ſhould: hauc 


knowledge, wh&rhou woul- 


| deft haue viterly o'rechrown 


mee; yet I hauethis know- 
ledge (Ithankethe Almigh- 
you GOD forit) that:now1 
can ſee thypolicie, and how 
thou cameſt to-our: Parents, 
when they were alone; thou 
thoughteſt they. could not 
ſtand-by themſclues-z: but| 
- thou ſhalt ncucr finde mee 


alone; x 


es at... 
"_ ll. awd 
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alone 3 I knowe 1 cannot 
and by my ſelfe, and there- 
fore I drawe neere vnto my 
Lord and Sauiour Itsvs 


CnR1srT byfaith, and]; 


will attend vpon him, and 
will not leaue his Comman- 
dement yndone, for all thy 
baites and allurements thou 


canſt ſhew mee in the world, | 


| | where thou calleſt thy ſelfe 


Prince : bur thou getteſt jr 


| by vvicked policy, and thou 


ruleſt it by a vvicked tyran- 


: | nie , defiroying the good, 


and maintaymng the wicy 
ked, and beſtoweſt thy traſh 
on them, not for any louc 
that thou beareſt to them . 
but ro make them thy vvic- 
ked infliruments , that thou 


| mayeſt doe the more hurt by 
| them, 


And 


* —— 
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And as ſoone asthey heve | 


ſerued thy ' turne awhile , 
thou vyilt bring them: to 
ſhame in this VVorld, and 


| cuerlaſting deftruction in 


hell fire. And therefore now 
T' would haue thee know , 
thatI haue knowledge, and 
perceive that all theſe vſur- 
ping Tyrants haue learned 
all their miſchicuous poli- 
cies of thee, vſing all meanes 


they can poſhbly, to deſtroy 


the good , and with their| - 
palcry traſh, which they call |. 


their wealth , they winne 
the wicked to their willes ; 
and when they haue- their 


purpoſe awhile , they will 


picke ſome quarrel] againft 
them , although they haue 
no reaſan for it, & although 


"TE L « 
— EIT THE OY S. A 


they.' follow their wicked 
wils/ 
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———_—— 


wilsneuer ſo much, yer in 
the end they will oucrcome 
them, 

And ſo,Sathan, doeſt thou 
deale with all that ſerue thee; 
and therefore thou art an y- 
ſurping Tyrant : for the carth 
is my Lords who hath made 


it, and all that is therein ,. 


and that which belongeth 
ynto thee, is nothing bur 
that traſh, that he careth not 
for 2 itis like tares, and the 
worſer ſort of graine , more 
fit to feede ſwine, then for 
the children of ſo mighty a 
King as my Lord is, who 
hath ſuch treaſure for thoſe 
that doe belong vnto him, 
as thou ſhalt neuer come 
neere, Yet this is thy de- 
ſpight and enuie , becauſe 
thou canſt ger none ot it 

thy 


— 
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haue me hauec none of ir nei- 
ther. But thou ſhalt not de- 
ceive mee with rheſc.carth- 
then baites; which one da 
my Almighty God ſhall ſer 
on fire about their cares 
that loue them ſo well, when 
themſelues ihall bee ſudden- 
ly ſtrangled with the ſmoke 
thereof ; and it makes mee 
maruell, how thou ſhouldeRt 
deceive ſo many as thou 
| doeft with them; tor once 
| my gracious Lok p drow- 
ned them, and all that loucd 
them, and many times hee 
finketh very much traſh in 
the ſea, that Pirats might ſee 
they ſhall finke one day, and 
all thoſe thar ſell their foules 


_ | for fuch traſh, except they 


| turne ſpeedily vio. my 


| ; 


thy ſelfe ; thou vyouldett | 1 


Lord 


J] 


_—_—— 
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| | Lord and Saujour IESVS 

'|CHRIST, whois a Saui- | 
| | our, and will ſaue all ſinners 
' | that turn vnto him, But thou 


arta'deſiroyer, and wilt dc- 


'| troy all thoſe that- follow 
|| thee : thou knoweſt,, my 


| Lord burnt Sodome: and Go- 
; | morrha, with other Cities, 


which were full of the gli- 


' | firing drofle , ro ſhewthat 


hee cared no mare for it, 
then Kings doe for countries: 
for if hee had reſpeQedit, he 
would neucr hauc burnt it, 
and conſumed it with fire: 
Yet thou, Sathan, doeſt de- 
ceive worldly wiſe-men, gi- 
ving them-drofle for gold, 
whichis no better thencop- 
\per Counters, and\in the 
mean time thoumakeſithem 
decciue themſelues: of an 
euer- 


i. 
=_ 


| 


—_— 


— — 


| 


Iam.4.14- 


Luk. 12-20, 


euerlaſting treaſure. Earth- 
ly treaſure may be compa- 
' redto glafſe, which is ſo brit- 


| tle a mettle, it can neuer con- 


tinue long; for as it might 
be, nowa man hath it to doe 
him good, and inthe turning 
ofa hand it is broken, and 
worth nothing : cuen ſoit js 


man which is but a breath; 
and what can be of lefle pow- 
er then a breath? 

The Scripture ſayth, /tis 


like 4 vaponr which appeareth 


ſuddenly, and is as ſuddenly gone 
againe, Chiiſt ſaith, Thou 
foole , this night ſhall they take 
away thy ſoule from. thee, and 


thou baſt. gathered together ? It 


| our Sauior Chriſt calleth him 


afoole, 


with the trafh and pelfe of 
this world, andthe life of 


| 266 | ThecMothers Bleſing. | 


! whoſe things ſhall theſe bee that | | 


| 


8 | The Mothers Bleſeing., | 


PE ER 
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7 | a foole, that carech for earthly 
' thing3, I know he is a foole, 
. and therefore thou ſhalt nor 
make me ſo ſimple, but thou 
ſhalt make me wiſe; for I wil 
| cuer be wateffull, and vvarie 
|| in all my wayes, continually 
; | attending vpon rhe Sonneof 
* | God Chriſt Ieſus, my Lord | 
| | and Saujour,that thourmayfi 
| | not finde me alone. I vvill al- 
| | ſo keepe company with the 
| wt x ts which meanes, the 
.. | vvay of my Sauiour yvill bee 
"| made morecaſlie for me; for 
| | vyhen many godly men are 
rogether, they encourage one 
another ro that vyhich 1s |. 
good, | 


_ p_— 


Chap, 


| 


"Word of God; for many are 
ſo carried away with ifle- | 
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CHAP, 36, 


Idleneſſe and conetouſneſſe tobe 


auoided Y 


N 


derance toprayer,yet 


Idlenefle and Couctouſneſle |: 
are two of the greateſt; and |: 


therefore we ought moſt car- 


neſtly to-pray againſt theſe | 
linnes:, 8nd to'rake heed of |: 
ſuch ſporrs and recreations, | 


which haue no warrant in the 


OW though every | 


finne bee a great hin- |- 


i 
| 


nefle and paſtimes, that they 


can finde no time to pray; | 


and therefore wee had nec! 
to bee very circumipeR , and 
watchfull ouer our ſelues, 
leſt wee bee ſnared with this 


part. 


. 


—_} 


J| part of the Diuels policic: for 


if. a man take not heed, Sa- 
than will fill his hears ſo full 


#| of theſe vaine and idle pas 


times, rhat hee ſhall reuer 
baue any regard of prepa- 


4$\ring himlelfe to pray. God | 
I] ſaich, Sixe dayes thou ſhalt la Exod.20, 9% 
3| Sour, and doe all that thouhaſt | 
$| todos; and therefore be lure 
4] there is no-time appointed.in 
1] theſe ſix daies to follow your 


idle pleaſures and ſports; 
and - ſenenh Day wee muſt 
keepe holy, The Holy Ghoſt 
laith,,/hatſoener is not of faith, 


# ſinne; and thou canſt doe | 
*| nothing of faich, except thou 
' >| haſt: good yvarrant for ir in 
=] the Word of God : and the 


Word of God faith, Redeeme 
the time, for the dayes are e- 
will, And: thou canſt not re- 

deeme 


ER 
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| 


Rom.14.23 


Epbeſ.5.16 | 


j 


—_——__—_— 


—_— 


—_ 


l. [[ro | The Monbore Blofing, | 


| fin, and grace to ſerue God, 


deeme the time with yain re- 
creations. I ſpeake'nor to bar || 
any from Tawfull recreation, || 
butto warn you to take heed 
that for a little fooliſh and i- |' 
dle pleaſure, which preſently | : 
commeth-tb'an end, you loſe | 
not 2 glorious kingdbme | | 
| whichendureth forcuer,And | | 
this kingdome can neuer bee | 
| pu without privar,truc & | | 

irhfull prayer; foralrhough 
Chriſt hath already obtained | ' 
it for vs, yet we have no pro. || 
miſe of it, except we lay hold 
| on him by faith, vvhich faith 
wee can never haue , except 
| wee pray forthe Holy Ghoſt 
ro enlighten vs, and reach | | 
vs to lay hold on Chrift, You 
muſt continually cal for mer. | 
cie and grace; metcy for thy 


Andljf 


1 7h Mathers Bleſſo, | 
| And this I am well aflured 
7 | of, that bearing of the Word 
Ipreached, is the very meanes 

that God hath appointed far , 
|| obtaining of faith , and by | 
/ | 4-00! meanes: may-you negtedt 
* | tbar,; except you will con- 
| 4} ternne the ceundell of the ho. | 
| iy Ghoſt, which I pray God 
| } for Chrifts. ſake you may ne- 

; | $-uer dac.. The boly-Gibokt edl- 
\ | Fleck: you, that Paw plarireth, 
and: Apollt werereth , but Ged. 
{| oincth the incneafe Sor you mult 
| _ hawe: Sou Jens 
| a1cen $@ je: te: 
ory yer pon 
þ the howros ofthis graee into; 
your hearty , that the ſead of 
| his: Word m4yi-pro We; and. 
| Ubring:forch favig covcycelghts! 
1 = T6 TELL fo 1eh 
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CHAP. 37» 
eA tangerons let of Prayer, 
Jil lergou' vaderſtand, | 


in my indgement, vyhat is || 
one of the greateſt hinde- | 
{ rances vnto prayer that can || 
bee;bur ir is | cloſe and ſub- 
till an enemieynto mankind, ||þ 
thatTcan'by no mecanes dil- |} 
couer'itſo well as I yyould; |} 
forit is ſo<cunning , and ſo || 
forcible aty/allufance of the |: 
| DiucY;-rhar' ix drawerh ma- | © 
nymore fromm'trac{and faith. 
| full prayer; then any net that | | 
| cer hee laid « bur 1 cannot |'] 
| well tel}, which way to/de- |: 
þ ſcribe it yatoyou. '1-cannor || 
fay, that itis alcogether Cp |) 
| 1\ 
\uctouſneſſe : for as Daxid |Þ 
4 — faith, 


al faith, /f i had been an open e- 


- 
4 


4 


_ | ery place, Citie and Towne, 


. 
Y wy 
+4 a4, 3» av — 
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j it: 1Iwould to God'itvyere 
4  nanh. 


© The Mothers Bleſrings | 


— 


nemie, that bad done mee this 
Ediſhononr, L.conld hane borne it ; 
$So I may ſay, if ic were an 0-' 
pen (in, which would depriue 
{you of chis:benefit of prayer, 
Tpcraduencure I ſhould finde 
ſome way to diſgrace it ynto 
4 you; bur it is aching that car. 
rieth ſome colour of good. 
neſſe, cuen amongſt them 
&rhart think themſclues good, 
and yer indeede, it is ftarke 
*|naught,and deceiuctha mul- 
#Fritude, -and ir frequenteth e- 


and amongſt all ſorts of peo. 
[ ple, Husband-men, Traded. 
men, and all kindes of Arts 
and profeſsions inthe world : 
ſotharl cannot, -as Iwould, 
| tell you which: yvay to-ſbun 


E—— 


KEN 
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| Not: am Preachers, 
Now as well as can, I wil 
explaine tt ynto you : Iris an |" 
oucr-much care of thoſe]: 
things vehich a man may |! 
lawfully vic. For:man being |” 
carth, thoſe earthly things | 
beare much fway in his| 
minde,and cfpecially becauſe | 
they carry the name of laws- |: 
fult: and ſo-they wake a.man | 
forgetthe Law of God, and | | 
negle& the:duetic of Prayer ; 
the which.cews things bcing | - 
oucr{l;pped.,” hee loſerh the | | 
.promilcof the Goſpel, which | 
is an cucrlaſting Kingdome, 
; And: that-it:3s thus, I will 
'make it more. plaine ynto| | 
' you, becauſe I hope Gad wil] .. 
give you graceto: ſhinue it, | * 
which 1 deſire you may, for 


| 
| 
| Chriſts ſake, Man becing|| | 


| 
earth, ! 


_— 
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earth, andSathan becing the. 
1 |Z| Prince of rhis carth; hela- 
n || bours to ſet mens carthen 
(e] | mindes altogether on this 
y | Z| earthen world, which he may 
g || cafily doe: for man becing 
7s | #| carthby nature,and general- 
is | ly enclined to, loue carthly 
ſe | Fj things, hee ts the more _ 
- |$| drawne ynto this earthly af- 
n || feion, Itiscuenasif aman 
d | ?| ſhould runne downe-aftcepe 
4 : hill, he can more ca{ily runne 
g| | downe, then goevp ſoftly : 
e | *| euenſo, man can cafierrunne 
h J afrer theſe earthly -chings, 
e.| +| then flay bimſelfeina meane. 
11]. | Hee harbnotbiogto help his 
Ml | carchly nature, but grace; | 
il] .;| which hee muſt needs pray: 
| 7} for, orelſe hecanneuer haue 
Ir]. © | it 2-y&r doth; hee follaw the 
g|\ ; | 'tbings of the carth-ſa much, | 
l I that | 


| 


"my 


that hee hath no-leaſure-to 


the Law of God by the ap- 
pointment of the holyGhoft, 
he is thinking of- ſomeecarth- 
ly.thing'or other, either of 


chaſe, or ſuch like; when of- 
tentinies hee might be much 


—_—__ 


more happie-to/beewithout 
it, And me thinkes', hee that 
can think of heauen andhaue 
it, is well enough: but theſe 


] kiade of people would haue 
heauen/and earth too, Tr is 
Mat.19. 24] ſayd;'/t is as bard a matter for” 


a rich man to bee ſaned, as for a 
Camell to creepe thorow the eye 


cauſe of it, hisheadis ſo'bu- 
fted abour' carrhly things, 
that be lawfull, that hee th 


_—__———C 


this bargaine, or that pur. 


pray for it. -In the night, | $ 
when he ſhould:imeditate on-| ? 


of aneeale, ' And this is the | * 


gets 


—_— 


- 


I 


- 


» 


] gerero meditate &f che low 
4 of Godiathe night, And' in}. 
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| caſting eo maintaine their fa 
milies;. bur theirrichesare fo | 
volaywfulty-vfed, and ſohatd | 


the morning when he ſhould 


pray , before hee cart ſettle | 
himſelfe to it, his carthly bu- || 
fineſſe is ſo-mitch, 'and re- 


vires ſo great hafte, that 
then hee cannotftay to pray; 
bur if hee doe, they are ſuch 
prayers as ſome offer to their 


-| but their hearts'are on the 
'| world : ſome are troubled 


with their merchandize, ſon 
with buying 8& fclling, ſome 
courting-to-grow rich, ſore 


a matrer'jtisfor them ro vſe 
them lawfully, chit lic- cantor 
by any means be exprefſed, 


Saints :' they ſpeake of God, | 


— 


| I 2 


ſr IT 


Bur the 'moſt 'mercifull"and || 
migh. L 


VE I . 


| world, Take heed therefore: 
| you ſee what dangeryou are 


| 


1 


| know when toſ{eruc G OD, / 


{ mercies of God in 1esys 


[| uen you ſuch warning of this 
| defperate diſcaſe, ſaying: L4- 
| boxr not for the meage that perie | 


fling life. Thus you ſoe:what | 
| Chriſt ſaith, hee þids you nor { 


then hee ſhall bring forth his. 
frujt in.due ſeaſon., and ſhall 


and vyhen to deale in the 


and therefore cleaue to the 


Cur1lsT, which:hath gi-. 


ſheth,but for the food of anen/a» 


| labogr for earthly things he tels | 


| _ The Mothers Bleſſing, | | 
{mighty G © D: hathzaughr- 
{man yvhat to doe in fuch a 
| caſe, which is,to medirate in 


| his lawes day and night, and 


1in, whileft you are heexe: on | 
| carth; for this is a dangerous / 
diſeaſe, and many dye of it; | 


| 


you 


: . 
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Lb . 
' | yoit they periſh; hee bids you | 


therefore I maruell mien 
ſhoufd refuſe tobe godly : it | 
hath the promiſe of the life | 


 hathnor ſo much promiſe, as 


| haue gaine? then imbrace 


The Mothers Bleſſing. | 


labout*for the foode of the 
foule which {hl never haue 


end. The holy Ghoſt faith, | 
Bodily Tabonr profiteth htle ; 


but godlineſſe is profitable to all 
ol. which hath the promiſe 


' | of the life preſent and of that | 
” | which is to come, Heere you | 
: | fee, godlinefſe hath the pro- | 


miſe of the life preſent, and 


preſent , and of the life to 
come; whereas worldlineſſe 


of the life preſent. Godlineſſe 
ir great gaine, VVould you |. 


godlineſſe; ſo ſhall you have 
your defire: forthar purcha- | 


ſerch a Kingdome, and itis 


I 3 pro- 


1.30 


| Mat. 6.1 3s; 


Mat,6.34. 


«att. 


—_ 


Pſal. 37; $6. 
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Proianicocior all. things. 


Socks, fir , he, x inpdo | WP! of 
God, FORT; {hve 


minifired uma .yog. cere 
Chrilt. promiſed, zhat if you 
will ſerue God, all worldly 
things ſha}l beg giuen you» 
Chrift ſaith, Care: not. farto: 


morraw; let to morrow care for |. 


it (elfe., the day. hath enough 
with his owne griefe, Keete 
you ſce,. Chriſt would not 
haue: you care ſo: much. for 
theſe earthly things., asyou 
doc. Caſt all your care upon 
God; for hee careth. for you. 


b 
» # . - " 
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Heere you ſee thar, God dil- 
chargeth you. of -all _ your 
earthly cares , and telleth 
you that hce taketh care for | 
youz as if he ſhould ſay, Your 
care can doe you no good, | 


| and therefore take none , | 


{eruc | 


4 


— 
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|| rue mee,. and1. will take | 
| | care for you as if, a Father 


| 


ſhould ſay to his ſonne, Goe 
to the Sehoole of learning, 


fludy to ferue GOD, your: | 


King and Country, and I wil 
proujde you all things ne- 
ccffarie , and: you ſhall want 
nothing, Libes for leat- 
ning, or elfe you can neuer 
get 1t; that is a thing which 
I cannot buy for you., you 
muſt get it by your owne in- 
duſtrie and diligent ftady, if 
you wilt have it : but when 
you haue it, it is more worth 


then all I can leave you be- | 


fides, It will be a wiſe maſter 
to teach you, a diligent ſer» 


| uant to attend you,a difcreer 
Counſellour to admonith ' 
you, a Witnefle of the well : 


| ſpending of your time, a 
| 


T2 I4 faich- 
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| 
! 
| 
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| 


account, able to credic thee 


' ſhould not care for theſe 


The Mothers Bleſſing, | y 
fairhfull friend, and of great 


eucn with Princes: and theſe 
things eannor by any means 
bee gotten vvithourt thine 
owne diligent tudy. Even fo | 
our louing Father in Chriſt 
tels ys, by the mouth of his 
Sonne,our Sautour, that wee 


carthly things, for they ſhall 
bee giuen vnto vs: burwee 
muRt care forthe Kingdome 
of heauen;for that cannot be 
p=__ without care and la- 
ouring for ; and this is a 
thing worth our labour; this 
isa Kingdome , and laſtech 
for ever; it will bring com- 
fort to your hearts, cuen in 
this life, and bring you in fa. 
uour With God and all good 
men, and cuerlaſting happi- 
ncfle 


The Mothers Bleſſing, |, 


: | neſſe without woe, want,or 
{| end. Furthermore, I will rel] 


you, what cauſe you haue to 
take care for this Kingdom: if 


*| you loſe ir, you fall into a pir 


of euerlaſting deſtruRion , | 
where you ſhall be tormEted 


{| with fire & brimſtone for c- 
?| uer andever, whereno man 
* | ſhall ever come out againe; 
©| forthere i£no redemption! 
| and therefore by all-meanes 
| poſſible I aduiſe you ro take 


heed, Cur 18s Tcndured the 
pains of hell for you, becauſe 
he pitied you, and knew you 


*| were not able to ouercome 


them, Therefore, you may 
beleeue mee, .if you could 
beare all the paines of hel one 
houre , and then could bee 
delivered, you would neuer 
come there againefor all the 

I 5 world; | 


a 


——_ 
—— 
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world;nay, you would-neuer | - 

loue the World, nor any. * 

thing that is in it,. becauſe} | 

| they are nothing burbaitsto | | 

drawe: men to deſtrugion, 

| jj - But if the' diuell | ger you 

once there;, you :can never 

| come backe againe; & Chrift 

will- neuer fetch you from 

| 180/08 him;: for the Diuell and he 

| & are-enemies,; andhee-is able 

| | ro live without any of bis ſcr- 

uants.: for thoſe that-will 

ferue him , ſhall haue ane- 

uerlaſting Kingdome, and 

liue in joy. and, happineſle : 

| and thoſe that will ſerue the 

ky! diuell, hee will torment them 

| in fire & brimſtone -for-cucr, 

[+ Now if Sathan can get 

| | , | anyto ſerue bim, he is wor- 

| thy to haue them ; for-Chrilt 

[ will none of themeand there- 
fore | 


——— —_ q— 
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come once in hell with the 
diuell, they {hall neuer come 
i» Heauen with Chriſt; for 
he isiuſt, and will not med» 
dle with the ſeruants of ano- 
ther. But if any ſee bis filthy 
and baſe wayes,and conſider 
the miſerable 8nd wretched 
eſtate it will bring him vrito, 


'| and then turne to: me- (ſaith 


Chriſt) and' defie the Diuell 
and all his workes, and ſerue 
me, 1 will ſaue him; for I am 
a Sauiour, and that is my 
| name, and my glory : for 
there is nv Saguiour-but my. 
(elfe : [came mto the world to 
ſane ſmmers, but not ſuch ſin- 
ners as will ſerue the djuell; 
forthough there bee none in 
the world but ſinners , yer 


choſe that loue me, and keep 


— ————__— 


my | 
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my commandements, them 


ſtroy and torment them, Al- 


caſt them behinde them, and 
follow me; althoughthey be 
weake, and feare that they 
cannot overtake mee, yet] 
will putforth my hand, and 
take hold of them; they ſhall 
not neede to feare, The brui- 
ſed reede will I not breake, and 
ſmoking flaxe will I not quench: 
1 came to binde wp the breken- 
hearted, to preach liberty tothe 
Captines, and to romfort them 
that mourne : let all that labour 


| 41d are heauy laden,come to me, 


| 


avd | will eaſe them ; but rhoſc 
that 


will I ſaue; but they that |* 
ſerue the Diuell, I will de-|: 


though all are finners, yet| 
thoſe finners that plucke vp | 
their finnes, as a Gardener ||: 

ullech vp his weedes, and |; 
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that follow their ſinnes, and 


4 are merry and ioyfull ,> and 
A carry them lightly, and ne- 
A uer feele any weight in them, 
I they neuer call for heipe ro 
| beare them, they carry them 
| well enough , they dance af- 


ter the diuels pipe , they fol. 
low the diuell more {wift. 


'*[ly , then my ſeruants follow 
| | mee : for they follow Na- 
*| ture, and the diuell helpech 
| them forward, and the world 


isa friend tothem both, and 
they like laden Aſſes follow 
the divell with his treaſure, 
and make himtheir Lord and 
maſter; and yet ſome of them 
will not ſticke to ſay , they 
hope , I will ſaue them, al- 
though I haue often rolde 
them, I will ſave none but 


my ſeruants, andI willnor 
meddle 


| 
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godly ſhall periſh. Hee that is 


= 


meddle wich then ; for it. 

chey will ſerue me, they mult |! 
cleane forſake mine enemy | 
thediuell:for hc is aneneniy |? 
to mee and all mine , and |! 
doth all che defpight againſt |? 
vs, that hee can; and I will |? 
not ſaue him that will ſerue |? 
mine enemy; and therefore |” 
let them ncuer preſume vp-|* 
on my mercy : forI haue cold | 
them, that The hope of the wn- | 


an yngodly perſon, a ſwea- 
rer, a drunkard, 'a prophaner 
of the Sabbath , falſe in re-! 
ligion, careleſſe in life, and. 
yet hopes to bee ſaued by 
mee, his hope is in vaine , 
and grounded vypon no foun- 
dation ; for I neuer made 
promiſe to ſaue any ſuch: 
and therefore they haue no 
rea- | 


—_ HE 


— 


The M, otherssBleſcing, 
reaſofitoſay,, . »they hope: 1 


r if 4 


uſt | Swill ſane them, CXCept. they | 


ny |{peedily recurne from the di- 
Ny |Yucll and his wayes , .and-fol- 
ad |Flow me and my. wayes; fors| 
aſt |Fhave plainly cold chem, Hee* 
1ll |'Y chat wil bee my Diſcyle, muſt 
uc | I for ſake himſelf take vp his croſſe 


re | | aud follow mee, and. afſuredly 1 
p- | 7} will ſane him. 

1d |'} Now tell mee then, how 
-| 4 would a man like one that 


is| Þ} ſhould ſerue his vtter enc- 
-| {| my, anddo what his enemy 

1 could deuiſe ro hurt-and 
= | | gricue him, and then when 
{| | bee had done all the hurt 
| | that hee could againſt him, 
' ther! hee could doeno more, 
when hee: would. come.to 


| great bickhog, and a great 
| | benefic of him? hee ſhould 


———— 


him , . and thinke-to-.bauc, a, 
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ſurely bee- deceived. Then _ 
with what face can a finner |: 
' goe to Chriſt ro ſaue him ||? 
| when hee dyerh, who would 
neuer ſerne Chriſt while hee | |? 
lived ? Though GOD had |? 
commanded him to caſt all || 
his care vpon him, for he || 
would care for him, yet hee| 7? 
hath ſpent almoſt all his time | 7 
in ſeruing the world, the | © 
fleſh, and the diuell, | 


| 


CHnaP. 38, 


Reaſons of caſting otir care vpon 
God, 

| Will tell you great reaſon, 

why you ought to caft al) 

your care vpon God, and 


| 


none vpon the world; for 
God is our Father, our Ma- 
ker, and Gouernor, and our 
feeder: | 


—— 


— __ -_—_— - = - 


— 


"F| feeder:Cun1st is our Sa- 


viour, Now the father and 
gouernoar knoweth whar 


I is fir for the childe, better ; 
3] then the childe; for the 


childe vyould furfer, if hee 
might have his owne will : 
therefore let him be content 


Z | with that vvhict his gouer- 
2 | nour will gtue him. Ano- 
'> | ther great reaſon vvhy wee 
+.* | ſhould caft all our care vp- 
- ? | 6n God,is, becauſe when the 


Diuell maketh all his poyſo. 
nous baites, wherewith hee 
draweth an innumerable 
company of ſoules to hell, 
hee couereth them all with | 
ſome vvorldly thing or 0- 
ther, that they may not ſee 
the hooke ; ſome hee coue— 


reth with gold , ſome with 


(lluer,ſome with earth, ſome 
+] with 


_ 


= 
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| hooke to take cthemy- anda || 


| kimſelfe, 


The Mothers Bleſuing, | 


with clay, . ſome with ho-; 
Hour, _ tome with beautie T 
ſome with'one thing , and} 
ſome with another, He will) 
not lay all his'baites alike;! 
for hee is eunninger then a 


fiſher : hee knoweth, a lirele 


bayte will ſerue for alircle| 
fiſh, anda great bayte for al? 
great fiſh, for a great bayte|? 
will not ſerue tocatcha little © 
fiſh, noralictle bayt will not 
ſerue to catch a great fiſh, © 
And beſides this, hee nwſt 
haue rhe alteration of bayts, 
as the cunning. Fiſher well 
knowethz bur with theſe| 
bayts hee muſt haue a ſharpe | 


linc to drawe them to 
himſ So ſoone as hce 
feerh they have ſwallowed 
the ſweet bayr, he lers chem | 


play | 


long 


þ 
we 


ho. 
16, 
ind 
vill: 
ce; 
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*|[the Water of Life, 
|; Word'of God : and then hee 
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lay abile avithic, hut be: 
are-ivbee, langy hes; drayy 
th chem-Que of che- 


ie 
Rrcame; the. water: of Life, 


F, 


and. throweth, them into a 


panne.)of. boyling liquor: 
and as. ſometime the Fiſheris- 


faine to: intangle the fiſhes 
yvith his nets,.and ſo take 
them:cuen ſo Sathan finderh 
the humour of eucry.man:, 
and then he ſcarcheth in the 


Þ} vrorld to finde a bay fir for 
| bim, and having. found the 
| bayr, be preſently poyſoneth 


it : then-hee puts in ahooke 
and a line to drawe him 
from the pure ſweet ſtreame, 
the 


lets them play awhile with 


; » poyſoned baites of the 


world, and cuen ſo drawes 
them 


A ts 
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Fi.0 | them to hin, 'and throwes 


theminto'a furttice of boy: || 

fag briftiftotie ; whoſe boy- || 
lirg ſhall neter end. Now, 
there is 'none that can keepe || 
vs frotn the bafrs of the Di- || 
nell, bur onely Got our Fa- | 14 
ther, our Gotternour , our 1 
Savivur, our SanCifiet ; and | 1 
had wee not need then caſt | Þ 
all our care vpon God, fince 
wee are in ſo great a danger, | 
and none can keepe vs from 
the Diuell but hee? We can- 
not kcepe our ſclues from| 
the baites of rhe Diuell, no| | 
more then children ' can 
guide themſeluesin all their | 
wayecs, to feedeglcarne, go: | 
uerne and cloath rhemſelues, | 
without the helpe of their fa- 
ther and gouernour,” Shall 
the children depend onely 


vpon| 


I The Markers Hleſing, 


+pon their father agd gouer- 
-|| 5g and ſhall gor wee de-- 


I that 4s our. Maker, our Fa- 
* || ther , and. our Gouernour ? 
*|[J and iyyvba, when. wee fell 


; 


il 


| | | onely Soune to dye for vs, 
[20d ro. indure the paines. of 


| 1] Sonve-for vs, will hee net with 
[1 2am. gine 18. all things alſo? 
_ |} And-yer ſhall we not dare to 
- || depend ypon him# Ts haenac; 
| ablerg 


teſt goe on. foate.' dryefh 


pevd onely vypon our God, || 


I from him, and followed $he | 
| [| counſel of the Dive], ſent his 


| {bell farys.? The Holy GboR- 


dry xp«the-witers of | 
theRed-tea,thet thou mighs» | | 


4 


thorow:? Cannot hee raine 
thee; Manna, sherithou aetr: 
= fare I) 


Catmorelt: | 
giue: thie iwatet _ 
«of | 


on.4. 3Z 2, 
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chat thou would receiue it ! 


lufts : for luſt, whey it concei- 
ueth, bringeth forth ſinne , and 
ſmne when it is finiſhed , bring-' 
eth forth death, Then mayeit 
rhou'crie; O wretched -man 
that 1 am, who ſhall deliner me 


[ thanke God through Te svs 
Curt1sT onr Lord, it #5 hee 
that muſt delimer mee from thr; 
body of death, And yet thou 
wilt not followhim, nor de- 
pend- ypon him. - Another 


follow Chriſt "and | 


from the" body of this death ? | 


; 


reaſon why:thou” ſhouldeſt | 
che] | 
vpen him, is, becauſe i the. 


diuvcll | 


1 of therocke ?He giuerh thee 5 
water out of the Rocke| 
Cur1sT cuery day : Oh] 


But I know what thou woul: |! 
deſt have ; thou. wouldeſt | 
haue Quailes to fulfill thy | 


| ; T The Mothers Bleſting, | 


*PGiuell finde theear any time 
Falone, thou canſt nor eſcape 


{might perſwade you to caſt 


{and none ypon the world: 
; nay, I pray God, that Chrifl 


| hee hath gone about to per- 


his hands: and therefore my 
oreateſt defire is, that I| 


all your care vpon GOD, 


may preuaile vyith you, for 


{wade you already, and told 
youarcaſon, for hee careth 
for you : and if hee careth | 
for you, you need no more 
care, for you ſhall bee well 
prouided for: therefore obey 
him, caſt all your care vp-' 
on him, and care not 0h 
this world; live as hee hath 
appointed you, | labour in. 
your yocation ſixe' dayes ,, | 
and keepe the ſeuenth holy 
tothe Lord, andinall your | 


labour 


| nor defire to bee rich. Doe 
youlabour in your vocation; 


| noone, and atall times, and 
1 heare and read the Word of 
God, and meditate on that 


|. The others Bleſſing, : 


labour vſe vo kind of deceit, 


and bee ſure you pray, mor- 
ning andeuening, and at 


day and night, and follow 
him by faith: letthat be al] 


your care, and for your bo- 


you dare not truſt God with, 
| your bodies, who feedeth! 
them as yay ſee cuery' day, 
how dare you truſt him with 
your ſoules, which you can- 
not well diſcerne, by reaſon 
of your earthly nature? You 
haue a promiſe for your bo- 


dily goods take no care, If 


1 


dies,: if you will ſerue God| 


Chriſt, and take holde on | 


| 


and Keepe: his Corymande-| 
ments ;1 


. 
M—— 


—C— OT — —— 


f « 
s H—_— 


The Mothers Bleſſing. 


mandements; and yet ma- 
ny dare not cruſt him : they 
yyould ſerue him vvith all 
their hearts; if they durſt 
truſt his Word, If they 


-| ſhould loſc their morrcall bo- 


dies,it were bur a ſmall mat- 
ter, for they muſt haue an 
end, And for your ſoules you 
haue but his Word and pro- 


"| mile, ypon condition that 


you follow Chriſt, and take 
hold of him by fauh : now if 
you neglect the condition, 
the promiſc is voyd: and yet 
you ſay; you durſt traſt God 
with yourſoules, when you 
neuer goe about to keepe his 
Commandements:you neuer 


; | follow Chriſt, nor take hold 
of him by faith, nor haue you 
| any experience by your bo- 
dies, for you neuer truſt: 


K Chrift, ; 


_— 
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Chriſt. Dazxid faith, 7 have 
killed a Lyon and a Beare , and 
therefore I dare venter on this 
vncireumciſed Philiftize. ]f hee 
had ſuffered the Lyon and 
the Beare to haue ouercome 
him,hee had neuer ouercome 
the Gyant, and then had hee 
never beene made the Kings | 
ſonne, So, if thou wilt ouer- 
come that great Goliah, thou 
muſt firſt kill the Lyon and 
the Beare : chou muſt firſt 
oucrcome the temptations of 
the world,if thou meaneſt to 
ouercome the Diuell, and ſo 
bee made the Kings ſonneof 
Heauen, 


Chap, 


The Mothers Bleſting, 


CHnaDP. 39. 
Againſt immoderate care, 


1 
: 
Vr Sauior faith, Care 
| ot for to-morrow, let 
to-morrow care for it 


ſelfe , the lay hath enongh with 

| his owne griefe, Here you ſee, 

| that our Saujour pitties you, 
that you will take ſuch care, 


and willeth you, thatyou 
ſhould not care for the next 
morrow, becauſe you donot 
know, whether you ſhall 
live til] then or no; for Chriſt 
| ſaith ; Thow foole, this night wil 
they take away thy on'e from 
thee, AS'it Chriſt ſhould ſay,If 
thou dyeſt with raking care 
for this world, thou loſeſt 


the Kingdome of 'Heaueh, | 
and thou ſhalt lye burning | 


—— 
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fin hell fire. Then doeft thou 
| not ſhew thy ſelfe a foole, to 


rake ſo much care for this 


4 World, fince thou knoweſt 


that hell-fire is before thee, 


| thy goods are behinde thee, 


and thou knoweſt not. who 


ſhall inioy them ?. If thou 


thinkeft thy children ſhall, 
thou knoweſt not whether 
they ſhall hue orno,or ſpend 
and waſte them wjckedly, as 


|chou perhaps haſt gotten 


\chem , or whether they ſhall 


jbee otherwiſe depriued of 


them or no, 
| A thouſand waies may ſc- 
parate thy Sonnes and their 


} goods farre aſunder : thou 
tknoweft not but thar the | 


j world may end : thou know- 
{ eſt nor what ſhall become of 
| thy goods, or whether any 


be. | 


—— cu w—_ — — _— a 


——..... 


4 you make ſure vvorke that 


{if they bee nor gotten in the 
'|feare of G O D, and then: 


'| thefaith of Chriſt; for it is 


p. 
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; body ſhall inioy them or not: 
{ and co ſay the truth, ſome of 


none ſhall inioy them; for 
vrhoſocuer gerteth them, 
| were better be withour chem 


they cannot bee enioyed in 


not lawfull to haue ftolne 
goods in thy houſe, and thy 
goods may bring a puniſh- 


therefore thou art a foolero 
rake any care at all, either 
for or about theſe things, 
and thou art a foole becauſe 
thou doeſt care , yea, and 
ſpend -all thy care about 
theſe things. Thou knoweſt, 


— 


ment vpon thy children,and | 


if thou doeſt nor ſpend thy 
time in the feare of GOD, 


| Q— 


K 3 which 


SPY 
ER 


|_ 203 
I mm=mnurun=——_, 


| The Mothers Bleſſing. bf | 
which is but the beginning of 


wiſedome , and in the faith of 
Chriſt, whichis the end and 
finiſhing of wiſedome ; chou 
thy (elfe, thy body, and thy 
foule ſhall lye burning in hel 
fie for ever and cuer, and 
there isno meanes for thee 
to bee deliuercd, Thou maiſt 
turne thee and tumble thee 
in the fire of hell, and canſt 
neuer get out, and wonder 
at thy ſelte, that thou wert 


ſuch a foole to take care for 


thoſe things which thou 
ſhouldeſt neuer know what 
became of them, and take lit- 
tle or no care for thy ſelfe, 
when thou knoweſt, thou 
ſhouldeſt come tothis miſe- 
rablc and wretched end, that 

ſhould never end. 
Here ja the world none 
dare 


— 


| 


| 


vm w 


bur Chriſt ſaith, hee is a foole 
that ſetteth his harr on theſe 


{ worldly chings, Bur, if b 
7 raking care for worldly 


things, he miſſe heauen, and 


:| fall into hell; hee will call 
: | himiſelfe a thouſand millions 


of fooles, that omitting bet- 
ter things, hee would rake 
care for this world, whichts 


| worth nothing : nay, it is 


worſe then nothing for his 
own conſcience will tell him, 
if hee had had nothing, hee 
ſhould have cared for no- 


ferued GOD and gone to 
heauen : and having ſome=- 
thing, his care was ſo much 
to compaſſe more, that in- 


{ 


| deed he had gotten nothing 
but cuerlaſting torment, 
| K 4 And 


A— 


thing, and ſo hee might haue | 


| 
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dare call a Rich-man foole; | 


| 
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| 


And now hee knowerth 
not what to doe + fomc- 
times hee thinkes, I would I 
might creepe thorow tenne | 
 thoufand hels, and bee ten 
thouſand millions of yecres 
in crawling thorow them, 
to goe to Chriſt, and then ger 
faich, and take holde on 
Chriſt: for he knoweth now, 
that none can come to God, 
but by faith in his Sonne, for 
the yvbich hee would now 
take all the paines that could 
euer bee deviſed, ro obtaine 
that faich in-the end, and yet 
hee thought, whileſt-he was 
in this- world, that one Ser- 
mon in a moneth yvould 
haue ſerued him to haue 
gotten: that faith; buthee 
ſceth hee would not beleeue 


| the Word of God, for Gods 


owne 
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owne Word willed him, thar 
hee ſhould not labour for the 
 meate that periſheth , but for 
the foede of enerlaſting Life ; 
And left hee ſhould doubt 


ſaith 2 Chriſt ſaith, Corfider 
the Lillies of the field, they la- 
bour nat, neither ſpinne they : / 


all bis glory was not cloathea 
like one of theſe, If GOD ſo 
cloath the graſſe , which is kere 
to day, and tomorrow 15 caſt in- 
to the furnace , will hee not doe 
much more for you , Oh yee of 
little faith? Heere Chriſt tels 
them that will not belceuc 
his promiſe , and follow his 


faith, And the Holy Ghoſt 
telleth vs, that faith commeth 


K 5 


he IT 


ſay vnto you , that Salomon in | 


of theſe things which God | 


— — — 


counſell , they are of little | 


| 


by hearing of the word prea- | 


ched: | 
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ched : and, Without faith it is 
impoſſible. to pleaſe God : and 
there were neuer avy ſaued 
but by faith, nor there were 
neuer any damned , but for 
went of faich, For the Holy 
Ghoſt ſaith, Hethat commeth 
to Ged,zunuſt beleene that God 15, 
& that he is a rewarder of them 
that ſeeke him, He did not be- 
leeuethat G O D would pro- 
uide for him in this world, 
and ſaue himin the next, be- 
cauſe he wanted faith, And 
he wanted faith, becauſe his 
delight was not as CAMaries 
was, to leauc his worldly af- 
faires, & to hearethe Word 
preached, He could not pray, 
that hee might profit by the 
Word preached, becauſe heo |. 
had no knowledge by the 
Word to ſee his wants. 


He | 
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BY — 8. Oo) |< )- Us 


*- -  F 


one eee i _ by 


1 


| warnings , 


He had no knowledge, be- | 


cauſe he d1d not continually 
heare and reade the Word , 


|| which would haue taught 
him to haue knowne God 
| and himſelfe, 1f hee pray- 
' | ed ſometimes without knows 


' | ledge and faith, his prayers 


were vaine and ftivolous, 
And thus hee ſcethit was 


his owne- negligence that; 


brought him to hell, becauſe 
hee would not labour for the 
Meate that periſhed not : 
and now he is fo vexed at 
bimſclfe, becauſe he did not 
follow the counſell of our 
bleſſed Saviour Cnxra1sT, 
that rooke ſuch paines for 
him, and gave him ſo many 
and told him 
how he ſhould finde it, if hee 
would follow his counſcll, 

that 
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that hee would now, if it 
were poſſible , bee reuen- 
ged on himſeclfe, as [udas, 
whe he had done that which 
Chriſt had warned him ot, 


and ſaw that now it could 


not bce vadone, hee laid vio» 
lent hands on himſclfe ro bee 
reuvenged vypon himſelfe, 
But when they ſce they can- 


not bee reuenged on them- | 


ſclues, nor no way can miti- 
gate their torment,then they 
are ten thouſand times more 
tormented with torments, 
which cannot bee expreſſed; 
then they will defie Sathan; 
& cry out againſt the world 
they loued fo well, and ſay, 
Sathanlaid all his baites by 
the things which are in the 
world, yea many baites hee 
laide, and tooke many euen 


with! | 


— 


_— 
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] with things that were lawful 
1 to beevſedin the world, by 
the appointment of God, as 

ou ſhall ſee, Meate is ordai- 
1 ned of God for the nouriſh- 
ment of man, and yet how 
many doth Sathan take with 
the finne of gluttony ? and 
*| therefore take heede that 
temperately, 
Meate ts ordained for the belly, 
and the belly for meate, but God 
| will deflroy both them and it , 
Drinke is very lawfull ; yet 
how many doth Sathan take 
with the finne of drunkem- 
neſſe? and therefore Chriſt 
ſaith, Take heede leſt at any 
time your hearts bee oxercome 
with drunkenneſſe and ſurfet- 
ting, and cares of this world. 
Mark this counſell of Chriſt, 
Leſt at any time, As it hee 


I.Cor.6.13, 


ſhould | 


Luh.21.34, 
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Mat,6.31, 
3%s 
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ſhould lay , Bee continually 
carefull , leſt thou art ouer- 
come with ſurfeting , and 


this world ; for thou maieR 
ſurfet and bee drunken wich 
any thing thou takeft care for 
inthis world, 

And therfore Chriſt ſaith, 
Take no care, and doe not ſay , 
V hat ſhall wee eate, and what 
[ball wee drinke ? and wherewith 
ſhall wee bee cloathed? for afier 
theſe things ſeche the Gentiles, 


eth , you hawe neede of theſe 
things. But firſt ſecke the King- 
dome of God and his righteouſ- 
neſſe, and all theſe things ſhall be 
miniſtred vnto yow, Oh the 
mercy of God, which would 
\ tell you, that your heauen!y 
Father knew ,. that you had 
neede 


drunkennefle , and cares of: 


| And your heauenly father kyow- 


Ws 
: 

' 

| 

1 
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| neede of theſe things, and he 


would giue you that heknew 


| ſufficient! Seeke yee the King- 


dome of Heanen , and theſe 


1 things ſhall bee minifired vnto 
] you. Sceke yee the heauenly 
J treaſure, and alittle of this 
4 carthly traſh will ſerue the 
| rurne. Andif you knew all, 
and how Sathan hath poiſo- 
| ned moſt of it, you would be 
| afrayd to takeany of it. But 
| if you take nothing bur art |. 
| my hands. (faith-Chriſt) Sa- 


tans poiſon ſhall never. hurt 
you : butif you begin to bee 
your ,owne caruers , Sathan 
will ſoſawce it with ſweete 
poiſon, that hee will deceiue 
the wiſcſt worldling in the 
world, And therefore {ee you 
take nothing, bur at the 
hands of the Lord; forSatan 

hath 


——_— OS. 
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Mat,6.31, 
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theſe things ſecke the Gentiles, 


| 


| 


carefull, leſt thou art ouer- 
come with ſurfeting , and 
drunkennefle , and cares of 
this world ; forthou maieſt 

ſurfet and bee drunken wich 
any thing thou takeft care for 
inthis world, 

And therfore Chriſt ſaith, 
Take no care, and doe not ſay , 
V Phat ſhall wee eate, and what 
[ball wee drighe? andwherewith 
ſhall wee bee cloathed? for after 


And your beauenly father kyow- | 
eth , you haue neede of theſe 
things. But firſt ſeeks the King- 
dome of God and his righteonſ- 
neſſe, and all theſe things ſhall be 
miniſtred unto yow, Oh the 
mercy of God, which would 
| tell you, that your heauen!y 


| The Methers Bleſſing. | 
ſhould ſay , Bee continually | 


| Father knew ,. that you had 


neede 


” 
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| if you take nothing 
| my hands. (faith-Chriſt) Sa- 


| neede of theſe things, and he 


would giue you that he knew 
ſufficient! Seeks yee the King- 
dome of Heanen , and theſe 


| Þ} things ſhall bee miniftred vnto 
1 zou, Seeke yee the heauenly 
A treaſure, andalittle of this 
4 earthly traſh will ſerue the 
|| turne. Andif you knew all, 
| and how Sathan hath poiſo- 
| ncd moſt of it, you would be 


afrayd to takeany of it. But 


tans poiſon ſhall never hurt 
you : but if you begin to bee 

our ,owne caruers, Sathan 
will ſo ſawce it with ſweete 
poiſon, that hee will deceiue 
the wiſcſt worldling in the 
world, And therefore ſee you 
take nothing, but at the 
hands of the Lord; for Satan 


| hath 


[TS 


bur at | 


l 
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hath ſpred his net, as the Spi- 
der doth her web, Now the 
Spiderlieth cloſe hidden in a 
darke hole, yntill the filly flye 
be! intangled, and then hee 
comes and taketh her as his 
owne - and cuen ſo Sathan 
lyeth cloſe, vntill hee ſee you 
entangled within the things 
ofthis world, and then hee 
claymeth the world, and you 
and all for his owne, 


CHAP, 40s 
The poyſon of outward things, 


Ee how Satan hath poi- 
ſoned all things in this 
world, as apparell with 
pride, honour with haughti- 
neſſe, beauty,with vanity,re- 
creations with ſwearing, ri- 
ches with couetouſneſſe: a 


thing | 


—— 


if} The Mothers Bleſeing, | 


«fb 


more rich, the more coue- 
7 cous, Yea,andeuen our ver- | 
{| tues, how doth Satan ſeck to | 
| poyſon them ? as for liberali- 


| idle ; the very bayt with the 


— 


1 thing cleane againſt reaſon:: 


for the naturall man- would 
thinke,thar he which is rich , 
neede not bee couerous ; ang 
yet it is commonly feene,the 


tie , how doth hee fecke to 
poiſon it with prodigalitie, 


21d honeſt labour with care» | 
'| fulnefſe? And therefore S. 


Tobn \aith, Lowe not the world, 


| ror the things that are in the 


world ; for the loue of the world 


i enmity to God, Then ſome | 
worldly man will fay, What? | 


ſhall we donothing? Yes:bur 
fee how ſoone the Diuel will 
lay a ſnare to entangle thee 
withall, that thou maiſt bee 


which 


PEE 


——_— 


t.loh.2415 


Mat.12.39. 


| 
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| 


any care thou haſt of the 
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which hee eatcheth all: for: 
many defire goods, that they 

may bee idle, and the Diuell| 
bath moſt leiſure to talke| 
with a-man, when he is idle; 
and idlenes bringeth a man 
to many vaine recreations, 
and ſo to much cating and 
drinking, and to many wic- 
ked finnes. The holy Gholt|} 
ſaith,that we ſÞall ging acconnt | | 
for enery idle word that we! | 
ſpeake : and therefore thou | 

mayeſt not bee idle by any | 
meanes- Thou muſt labour 
hxe dayes , for G OD hath 
commanded thee fo to doe; | | 
and thou muſt doe ir, not for 


vyorld,, but becauſe GOD 
commanded thee : and thou | | 
muſt fhew thy ſelfe obedient | * 
to him , hs br thy carein| | 

thy\, 
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for Fby labour muſt be how to 
 Fpleaſe him, and leaue the 
ofj| J ſucceſſc of thy Jabour ro him, 
ke|| J and thou muſt be carefull in 
.|| Jeby labour, that thou takeſt 
no care for thine owne pro- 

1 fic, nor thine owne pleaſure, 
\4|| | but how to pleaſe God, and 
{| then let ic pleaſe thee ; but 
&| | 1] be ſure it pleaſe not thee,and 
| offend God, And thus thou 


C3 
[ 


| muſt labour fix dayes, and 
1 follow the commandement 


”"Y 


| made, and whom thou art to 
| | [imitate ; hee laboured and 
| || [made in fixe dayes theſe 
| things for thee, » thou 


| | to obey him: hee laboured 
| [{ | and looked ouer his worke, 
{ | and faw it was good.So thou 

muſt labour and looke over 
thy 


\ es 


| 


TY” 


| of God, and his example, af- | 


{|ter whoſe image thou wert | 
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» | thy worke, and fee that it be 
[1 | good before God, Though 
b- there are many imperfe&ions 
in thee, yer becauſe thou art 
reconciled roGod in Chriſt, 
and now ſheweſt thy humble 
F obedience to his comman- 
Il Wl | | dement, that thou wilt nei. 
| ther bee idle, nor yer labour 
'Y/ for thine own profit nor plea-|_ 
'S ſure, nor doe thy own waies, 
| but ſee that thou doſt thoſe 
things that hee hath ap-| 
| n2itea thee, taking hold of 
| Chriſt by faich; he accepteth 
| them for good, through 


ik Wi! Chriſt, who hath fulfilled all 

Wt 1.S41.15. | for thee : for, ebedievce is bet- 
—_ ter then ſacrifice, 

6 Then alſo thou muſt reſt 


4 the feuenth day:for ſo for thy 
1; JF: enſample he reſted,and com-| |} 
k maunded thee to reſt that 
E day,| k 


_ OT On OO at ORE I 


I derh thee co leaue all carth- 
ly bufinefle,and atrend vpon 


how to ſtrengthen thy faith, 
how to take hold on Chrift, 
and how to come to his 
Kingdome, 


to learne '-at his mouth to 
keepe his Commandements, 
Now hee will ſhew thee the 
| figure of that euerlaſting 


thee to, — CHRIST. 


{ Now if thou'beeſt not very 
ready and diligent to attend 


es was for | 


—_ ———. 


| 
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| day, and to keepe it holy to | 
the Lord; Now hecomman. | 


him, and heare what further | 
inftrucions he hath for thee, 


—_— 


Now thy care muft be, how | 


| reſt, which hee will bring | . 


| 
| vpon him the ſeventh day, | 
| thou ſheweſt, thatall thy la- | 
\| bouron.the fix 
] thine own pleaſure or profit, | 


-" more | 


— CE E—_ hy —— ————_ 
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more then for thy obedi-|* 
cence toward the Lord thy}? 
God : for if thou wouldeſt 
| baue- obeyed him in thy la- 
 bourn the fix dayes , thou 
wouldeft haue obeyed him|}' 
in thy reft, che feuenth day 
alſo: this ſhall be a witnes to 
thine owne conſcience , leſt 
that thou bee deceiucd, as 
many bee, who thinke that 
they labour all the wecke to 
pleaſe God , when indeede 
they labour to pleaſe them. 
ſelues, becauſe that com- 
maundement pleaſerh their 
humour better, . then to 
keepe holy the'Sabbath : and 
they will bee willing totake 
one houre from the Lord in 
the, morning, and another 
in the afrernoone, or, two it 
may be, which ſheweth that 
their 


<— — —i— 
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- ib their mindes. and affections. 


| The Mathers Bleſsing, | 


7 are more on the world, then | 
I] on rhetrue leruice and obe- 
1 dience they oweroGod, f 


| CHAP. 41, 
4 Prodigalitie ſet ont, 


Or thinke that the pro- 


diga!l man taketh roo lit- 

#| tle care for. the world: bur 
|| Ifay,heisa wicked man, ard 
q taketh too much care for the | 
*| world, and too little care to 
| pleaſe God, Hee is an idle 
' man, and will not labour fix 

| dayes, Heis a'diſobedient 
man, and will not keep holy 

| the ſcuenth day, Heisa waſt, 
full mano, be will ſpend waſt- 
fully for, the vaine. glory of 
z | the world, which ſome fay-] 
* |-they care not for, he leauerh 


thoſe | 


| 


; 


Rom. 3.3, 


Pſal.37.21. 
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[choſe things which God hath 


: 
, 
4 


given him and his Family: 
wittout care. Yea,he is a co. 
uertous man; for he will bor. 
row of others , and ſ{pendi: 


| waſifully, and never pay it z- 


gaine, He breaketh the com. 
mandement, vvhich faith: 
Owe nothing to any man, but 
this , that you lone one another, 
for the holy Ghoſt ſaith, Th 
ungodly borroweth , and payeth 
not againe,but the merciful man 

i hiberall and lendeth. 
Some will ſay, they would 
pay if theyhad it : bur in- 
deed they vvill not have it, 
becauſe they will not obey 
GOD, and liue as he hath; 
appointed them, They are 
proud,and will ſpend fo farre 
beyond their calling, that 
they haue nothing to lend = 
the. 


1 


The Mothers Bleſsing. 


hath{&hc poore children of God, 
miyJbecauſe they ſpend eyther 


a co. Wypon the wicked, or in cx- 
bor. Tcefle vvhen there is no need, 
ndit For vpon thoſe that hauec as 
Its Flicthe, or lefſe neede then 


Ithemſelues, Such aperſon us 


1th: "Brworſe then an Infidell, becauſe 
bu |bee prouideth not for his houſe- 

ther, Þ hold. God doth not ſay, Be- 
The cauſe hee taketh not care 
yeth Þ for his owne hovſhold ; for 
mar "F all his care ſhould bec to 
F pleaſe God : but hee carerh 

uld { not to pleaſe God ; neither 
In- : doth he obey God,ro labour 


ut, fix daies, and to ſce his houſ- 
bey *| hold labour; for whileſt hee 


ath; is idlc, or vſing ſome vaine ; 


are Þ paſtime out of his calling, ' 


rre |} his children and ſeruants 
hat). \ diſobey God, and miſ-ſpend 


to | their time , and weaken his 


L eſtate, 
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eſtate, and all through bis 


God, Hee ſheweth himſelfe | 
no good Chriſtian : for a 
good Chriſtian life,is a care- | 
ull life, not carefull of the 
world , but carefull left the 
world ſhould hinder him any 


either in being too negligent 
in hjs calling, and ſo prouide 
not for his houſhold, and be- 
come worſe then an Infidel; 


1 or leſt hee ſhould bee coue- 


tous, and become the man 
whom God abhorreth. And 
yet there bee ſome ſo igno-: 
rant,that they vvill ſay, The 
prodigall man beareth a no- 
ble minde, Bur hee beares a 
wicked mind,and they know 
nct vyhat anoble mindeis, | 


| that ſay ſo, Our Peeres and ; 
| Prin- | 


way from ſeruing of God, | 


The Mothers Bleſſm g, | 


owne careleſneſſe to pleaſe | 


2” ow ee 
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Princes are called Noble. | 


| 


men, becauſe they beare no- 
ble mindes, that is, they are 


| vertuous and temperate, and 


diſcreet, gouerning the com- 


*| mon-wealth, according to 
their calling, regarding the 
| vertuous, and keeping vader 


the vicious, holding in the 
prodigall,yvho would run a- 
way with a whole kingdom, 
if they might haue it: nay, 
no Kingdome is able to ſati(- 
fie prodigal perſons; for their 
diſobedient humour will ne- 
uer be ſatisfied, becauſe they 
doe not labour to keepe the 
Commandement of GT OD. 
Some arc more infected with 
this finne then others, bur all 
that are not infected vvith 
prodigalitic,haue a diſobedi- 
ent humour , they are yndiſ- 
L 3 creet, 


" 
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creet , becauſe they cannot 
ſpend when they ſhould, and 
ſpare with diſcretion yvhen 


— 


the time is, They are vn-, 


thankfull , becauſe they doe 
not heartily thanke God for 
his bleſsings, 'but wiſh they 
were more, Neither wil t 

bee thanketful to the King, 
nor a worthy noble Prince 
or Peere; for if they ſpend a 
little prodigally in their ſer- 
uice,they will think they arc 
indebrcd to them , though 
all of ir vvere by the Prince 
liberally beſtowed on them: 
but indeede ſuch are notto 
bee about Princes or Peeres, 
no more then the couerous, 


| Some wiſe and learned men 


haue diſputed , whether the 


1 couetous or the prodigall be 


the worſt member in the 


come 


| 
| 
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common-wealch ; but I pray 
God'younor yours bee none | 
of both: bur heare what the 
Holy Ghoſt fairh z The coue- |- 
rous is the man whom God 
abhorreth : Fheprodigall is 
worſe ther an Infidell. And 
thus F leaue them, & pray to 
God for Chriſts ſake , they 
and we may leaue both thoſe 
and all other fins, & take hold 
of Chriſt by faith, and live 
through him with God for 
euer and euer, 


= 


CHAP. 42: | 
Difference betweene an att, and | 


habite of ſfraning, 


\ TOW you muſt know 
this, tnat the deare 

| children of God, for want of 
L3 diſ- 
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fins; for we are infeted with 
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diſcretion, doe ſometime an 
a, which may be called co- | 
uetous, and yet not vpona 
couetous humor z and an act, 
that may be called prodigal, | 
and yet not vpon z prodigall 
humour, bur tor want of diſ-| 
cretion at that time: for there | 
is none ſo diſcreete at all 
times, that is not {ſomewhat 


infeted witheither of theſe 


all fnnes; and therefore God, 
in great mercy to man, made 
the Sabbath, or Lords day; 
ſo that if a man did in fixe| 
dayes ouerſlip himielfe , as 

indeed weall do, and did not | 

reconcile himſelfero GOD | 
euery night, as wee ought to | 
doe;yert on the Sabbath day, 
the Lord calleth him to him, | 
and ſheweth him his faults, 
and | 


| 
| 


iid 
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and vviſheth bim to bee ] 


|Chiiſt, and breatheth into 
{| his face the breath of life a- 
4] gaine,and renueth in him the 
{image of G O D againe, that 


| 


| 


4 
| 
| 
| 


1 
' 


| ay truly,that all the Writers 


| doth nor attend on the Lord 


| then to keep them from the 


that thou (if thou haſt any 


= 
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conciled vnto him through 


was decayed by his finne,and 
ſo hee goeth home a renued 
man.And therefore I ſay,2nd 


in the world cannot expreſle, 
what hutt that man,woman, 
or childe doth himſelfe, that 


on the Sabbath day ; neither 
can any man or yyoman doe 
their ſeruants more hurt, 


Lords houſe that day. The 
Lorp hath charged thee, 


vnder thee) ſhalt ſee them 
come, and come thy {elfe, as 
thou 
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thou wilt an{were it : for the 
Lord himſelfe is now there 
prepared to teach thee and 


| thine : and therefore goe to: 


| him,and go prepared: Cleanſe 
thy have of all earthly things; 

and know that hee 1s there to 
{ce thine ticart, and all thine 
aftetion and behauior. Some 
will ſay, I vvould goeto the 
Church,but there will be ſit-| 


—— 


tle ; but I ſay vnto thee; if 
teare that thou wilt not 
learne that little, If God, for 
thy. diſobedience, will ſpeake 
bur a little ro- thee chat day, 
yer thou haſt a great deale| 
to ſay to him; confeſſe thy 
ſinnes,ſhew chine obedience, 
bee an example to them, 
- which would ſtay: from the | 

preſence of God, pray for his 

grace vpon thee and them, | 


and; 
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| and the whole Church, and 
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appeale to the promiſe of 


God; When two or three be ga- Mat,18.20 


- | thered together in his name, hee 


will bee with them : prey that 
GOD may ſcnd his VVord 
plentifully for Chrifts ſake, 
although our fins deſerue to 
haue it taken away alcoge- 
ther; ſeeke to doe ſore good 
tothe poore, although there 
be but a poore company of 
you gatlvred rogether Moue 
the people to prouide them- 
ſelues a Preacher, tell them 


of their wants, ſpeake tothe | 


Magiſtrates, mourne to ſce 
the Alehouſes full, and the 
Church of God empty. 


L 5 Chap. 


| 
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| 
| the HAP, 43 P | 

The ſernice of the Sabbath 
onoht to beepublike, | 


Ome vvill goe to the 

Church of God in tne! 

forenoone, and in the 
afternoone they vvill ſerve, 
God at home; bur thou canſt 
not do God fs preat ſeruice 
at home: ſerve him fixe daies 
at home, and the ſcuenth go 
tothe Chourchof the Lord, if 
God bce truely worſhipped 


| there, asIpray God he euer 


' may bee in our Churches to 


the worldsend;- and I pray | 
[ God you may bee true WOT» 
ſhippers of God, And al- 
waies in the Church of Gad, ! 
' both forenoone and ofier- 
noone, let there bee one the. 

more 


® 


3 | The e Mothers Bleſſmg, 


D—_— 


* | more for thee, Bur of this I 
|| warne you , 
+ |beareto your.ſoules and bo- 
: dies ; 
; people to prouide a Prea- 


for the loue [ 
if you cannot get the 


which may dilpence 


cher, 


| | the Word truely & f{incerely; 


remoue you, where you may 
haue and heare the Word ſo 
preached : for }#/here the Word 
of the Lord is not truely preach- 
ed, the people periſh, for want of 
krowledee. Bur if you can get 
a Preacher where you dw ell, 

and doe good both to your 
ſelfe and "others  Ithinke ir 
better ſo: for, The harueft is 
creat, but the labourers are few; 

therefure , pray the Lord of the 
harneſs to ſend forth labourers 
into hs harneſt : tor the true 
laborers indeede are not few, 


91 


out very few: for as the ww 
Ghoft 


eons 


Prog.29.18 


Mat.9.37, 
3 


Y—_— IP” 


| I pray God, for Chriſts ſake, 


The Albers Bleſſing, is ; 


it 15 in many other places, for 
the moſt part ; for the moſt 
{ceke their own:nay,it would 
ſeeme well, if ſome would be 
contented with their owne; 
bur they {ceke more then 
their owne : if they examine 
themſelues well , they {hall 
finde it ſo; whereas tbe true 


| 


be contented with lefſe then 
rheir owng; ſo they may win 
ſoules vgto. Chrift, they care 
not. They count al the world 
dung, as indeede itis, fo 
they may bee Chriſts, and 
draw many to him, I hopein 
God, that through his grace 


ſom of you wil be Preachers, 


ro 


7 un W— 


| Ghoſt faith, «AU! ſceke their 
owne,andnot that which is Teſus||** 
Chriſtes, All is taken here,as||( 


Preachers of Gods word will || 


( 
os 


*| ro inlighten you with his 
*2| Spirit, andgiue you grace, | 
| that you may beerruly god- 
| | ly, and very zealous for the 


{ | all meanes poſhble to in- 


The Mothers Bleſcing, x 


lory of God, labouring by 


creaſe the glorious Kingdom 
of CHRIST. And of this be 
fore. if you will loſe nothing 
of your owne, you will neuer 
winne many to Chriſt : and 
marke how the Holy Ghoſt 
fayth, They ſeeke their owne, 
Hee doth nor ſay, They ſeeke 


more then their owne : bur | 


They ſeche their owne, As if 
he ſhould ſay, as indeede hee 
meaneth z They buſie rhem- 
ſelues abour ſeeking their 
owne, but in the meane time 
they neglect the great worke 
and the great bulinefle that 


— 
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I haue ſer them about, to ga- 
ther 


i. —_— 


| 


2360 
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The Mothers Bleſcing. = \ : 


therrcogether the ſoules that | * 
Ieſus Chriſt the Son of God||. 
ſhed his heart bloud for; and 
contrary to all reaſon , they|| | 
looke for their wages, before || 
they haue done their worke, 
S. Panl, which was called ro. 
be a Preacher of the Word of 

God, fayth, oe bee to me, if | 
preach not the Goſpell, But hee 
doth not ſay, Woe beto me, | 
if I ſeck not goods, He faith, 

Neceſsity is layd wpon mee , to | | 
preach the Goſpell, But he doth 
not ſay, Neccſhity is laid vp- 
on mee to get goods, Yet 
ſome of them will fay , they| | 
mult not loſe their goods 
and right: rather they muſt 
goeto lawe for them : but 
contrary tothelaw of God, | }; 
they negle& their duety in | 
his Church, they doe not| * 
ſtu-| ; 


| 


The Mothers Bleſſing, 


fludy how to diuide the 


Word of God aright, and'to 


give to cuery one that which 
is fit for him, What doth the 
Holy Ghoſt call negligent 
Preachers, but dambe dogges 
that will not barke? The dogge 
will barke and giue warning 
to the whole houſe-hold 
within , if any danger bee 
neere : but thoſe that ſhould 
deliver my-meſlage vnto the 
peopic, they buſie themſelues 
about their owne affaires , 
they ſlumber and delightin 
fleeping : they will nor call 
out to the people, and giue 
them warning of the danger 
that isneere them, Ipray tell 
me, or Jet any man tell me, if 
he be a good ſervant , which 
will go about his owne buſi- 
neſle, & negle& his maſters, 
or 


1 


Eſay.56.t0, 


OE mes om II 


| 238 


—_ 


The Mothers Bleſſing. 


1 


— — 


.orno? no man will account 
of ſuch a ſeruant,bur will caſt 


God will caſt them off for 

naught,that ſeeke their own, 

andnegleQ the diligent ſce- 
king of chat which is Itsvs 
CHRIST $» 


CHAP. 44, 
The honorable calling of Mini- 
fſters ſtained by worldlmeſſe, 


Muſt needs fay, Thaue bin 
very defirous, and haue of- 
ten begged of GOD, that 


ſome of you might bee Prea- 


| chers, yea and all of you and 
| yours, if it might pleaſe his 


divine Maiefte ro beſtowe 
ſuch graces vp6 you, as were 
meete for ſo high a calling, 
Bur God knowes,] never de- 


fired ic, becauſe you ſhould 


- — 
p : 


—_—_ 
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him off for naught : even ſo | 


| 


. 
f 
x 


1 


Se |, 


{ane hee! 


— 


(The Mothers Bleſſing, | 


——_— ———— 


ger any thing inthe world , 
but becauſe you ſhould get 
ſeruants ro God, and {oules 


| |ro Chrift , and becauſe you 
: | might be ſoenlighrned with 


>} 


[che Word, throughthe holy 
' | Ghoſt working within you, 
that you might make no ac+ 


count of the vvorld, as i:t- 
deede it is nothing ; nay. it 
is worſe then nothing : for, 
nothing doth no hurt, and 
the world doth nmch hurr. 
[ pray not for the world, ſaith 
Chriſt, bmt for thoſe thou haſt 


ginen mee ont of the world: | 
thoſe, that though their bo- 


dies bein the world, yet their 
earts,their mindes, and their 
affeQtions are 2s high as hea- 
ven, If you be riſen with Chriſt, 
ſeeke thoſe things which are a- 
boue , where Coriſt ſuteth at 
I the 


— — —_—— 
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T 246 | The Mothers Bleſſing, 
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4 
— 


| the right hand of God: ſet not 


—— 
ATT * 
4 


| your affettions on things which ||” 


are on theearth, but on things 
which are in heauen,1 prayGod 
for Chrjſt his ſake, you may 
| bee of thoſe, which Chriſt 
prayed for, thoſe which haue 
their mindes and hearts bu- 
fied about heauenly things, 
and neuer taking care for the 
things of the world. Woe is 
me, which feare, leſt any of 
you or yours ſhould love this | 
world: but if it pleaſe God 
that any of you heereafter 
| ſhould bee a Preacher and 
loue the vyorld, I cannor ex- 
preſſe the griefe it vvould be 
ro me, een {olong as 1 were 
inthe vyorld, If any of you 
ſhould aske me,if it were not 
as euillin another man, as in 


a Preacher? I anſwere, no; 
for| 


þ 


| The Mothers Bleſcing, | 
1 foritis a very dangerous,and 
h\| 4 indeed,a damnable eſtate to 


| loue the world, 1 know what 
| I ſay : I doe not ſay to be c6- 


| goods : but I ſay,to loue law- 
|| full goods which G o hath 
'| giuen thee, and to —_— 


'| of them: and ro bee at any 


m_ a4 


— —— 


uetous, or defire to be tich, 
whereby one is mooued to 
vie ynlawfull meanes to get 


the ſeruice of GOD about 
them, . ific be but in thinking 


time more loth to loſe thy 


; 


lawful goods,then to goe to 
| law tothe hurt of thy bro- | 
| ther whom Chriſt dyed for,ir 
| isa wicked (innein atty man. 
| To ſet a rentor price of any 


| | ofthy lawful goods orlands, 


| more then thou in ſuch a 
| caſe wouldeſt bee willing to 
' gine, itis a wicked finne, To 
let 


CD 


———_ Sane add 


W—— 


of dealmg 
With wic- 
| hed men. 
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Thy danger 


Inn 


. will giue thee more for it, 1s 


The Mothers Bleſsing, 


ler or ſell any thing to any 
man;for finiſter reſpe&s,that 


the true and fairhfull ſeruant 
of God, if thou mayeſtlet it 
well to thoſe that arezis a fin, 
But to let a Farme to any 
that thou doeſt not thinke to | 
bee the true leruant of God, 
but becauſc he is richer, or is 
betrer able to pay thee, or 


a great ſinne : For the earth 
the Lords, and all that ts there- 
in, and hee hath {ct- thee as 
a Steward ouer ſome part of 
it, and thou art by his ap- 
pointment to ler it to his 
children and ſeruants that 
loue him; and becauſe many 
things haue many prices,hee 
bids thee deale in all his bu- 


| fineſſe, as thou wouldeſt bee| 


thou doeſt not thivke to bee # 


— 
pm 


v 


| 


dealt þ 


The Mothers Bleſsing, | 


dealt withall inſuch a caſc. 
1 Hee bids thee deate liberally [lob 31-9. 
1 with thy brother, that his ſoule 


| negle& thy brother, whom 


God in Chriſt, andler itro 


*| warily in the yyorld, or more 
*| wiſely as the vvorld calsit, 
* | chough indeede itbee more | 
yvickedly before God: yet | 
| | becauſe thouſceſt he is more 
able to pay thee thy rent, 


' | for whom God neuer made 


may bleſſe tbee :yetthou wilt 
| thou ſect carcfull ro ſcrue 
one that hath/little or noRe- 


{| ligion in him, becauſe rhau 
*| ſceſt thar hee ci deale more 


thou wilt let it tohim , who 
is indeed Gods enemy, and 


it:for God made theſe things 
for his children and his ſer- 


loue God as his Father , nor 


vants, and hee doth neither | 


| 


obey 


{ 
4 


bedicnt to God, and ſeruice- 
able to his Church,if thouler 
him a good peny-worth; 
whereas if he thriue nor of it, 


againſt God; for hee know- 
ethnot, that it is God that 
giucth power to get goods, 
and thatit is God again, that 
| 

keeperh menſhort: although 
ſometimes with his mouth 


knowledge of it dwels not 
in his heart; and if hee growe 
rich ypon it, hee will not bee 
liberall ro the poore children 
of God, conlidering thcir 
vyants as if they were his 
owne : for hee hath nonatu- 
rall affeion towards them, 


be- 


—_—_— 


The e Mothers Bleſſmg. | 


Bb | | 
obey him as a ſeruant ; nei-} 
ther will he more become o.|þ. 


he vvill raile on thee,and on [ 
thy religion, which is indeed|} 


hee ſpeaketh it, yetthe true 


| 


_ 


_ 


The Mothers Bleſſing, | 


i. {4 becauſe they are not his bre. 
6. 4thren, Loc, heere thou ſeeſt 
4 what to doe with thine own, 
For, as ſome ſay, Gods and 
{thinc owne; or, asthe truth 
Tis, Gods, and not thine own; 
Þand therfore thou mayeſt of- 

fend God init -: for thou art 
{bur a tenant at the will ofthe 
FLord, and art to depart at an 
Finſtanc,; yer thou haſt a great 
Fritle vnder God for thy time, 
4 and thy title is good, & law- 
fully thou mayſt enioy them; 
{ yet the loue that thou beareſt 
| vnto them, is vtterly ynlaw- 
full, for it is the loue that 
thou beareſt to theſe world- 
ly goods, that maketh thee 
tolet them to ſuch a Tenant, 
1 as wilneither ſerue God, nor. 
| doe good to the poore ſer- 
| uants' of God, The manto | 
| whom | | 


—_— "UP 


—— — 


The Mothers Bleſſing, | 
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obey him as a ſeruant ; nei- 
ther will he more become o- 
bedicnt to God, and ſeruice- 
able to his Church,it thou ler 
him a good peny-worth ; 
whereas if he thriue not of it, 
he vvill raile on thee,and on 
thy religion, which is indeed 
againſt God; for hee know- 
ethnot, that it is God that 
| giucth power to get goods , 
and thatit is God again, that 
kcepeth men ſhort: although 
{ſometimes with his mouth 
hee ſpeaketh it, yet the true 
knowledge of it dwels not 
in his heart; and if hee growe 
rich ypon it, hee will not bee | 
liberall to the poore children 
of God, confidering thcir 
vvants as if they were his 
owne 2 for hee hath no natu- 
rall affeRion towards them, 
be- 


—_— 


| 


| 


[ 
i 


| 


The Mothers Bleſſing, 


_ — — — — — 


what to doe with thine own, 
or, as ſome ſay, Gods and 
thine owne; or, asthe truth 
is, Gods, and not thine own; 
and therfore thou mayeſt of- 
fend Godinit : for thou art 
but a tenant at the will ofthe 
Lord, and art to depart at an 


| inſtant ; yet thou haſt a great 


er 


title vnder God for thy time, 
and thy title is good, & law- 
fully thou mayſt enioy them; 
yet the loue that thou beareſt 
vnto them, is ytterly ynlaw- 
full, for it is the loue that 
thou beareſt to theſe world- 
ly goods, that maketh thee 
tolet them to ſuch a Tenant, 
as wil neither ſerue God, nor 
doe good to the poore ſer- 
uants of God, The man to 
whom | 


| becauſe they are not his bree | 
 thren, Loc, heere thou ſeeſt 
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The Mothers Bleſiing, 


whom thou letteſt it , may 
bee a Ciuill honeſt man m the 
world: for among the hea- 
then ; yea, among the Iewes 


that would kil Chriſt again, 


if they had him, and hate the 
children of God ; there are 


| ſuch in the World as will 
deale ciuilly,and pay at their 


day, perhaps betterthen ſom 
Chriſtian, Burt if thou beeR 
the true childe of God , thou 

muſt haue a diſcerning eye of 
taich, vyhich euery one hath 
not, and know the childe of 
God from an evill man : nei- 
ther mayſt thou judge the 0- 
ther for all that, but pray for 
him, and hope that though 
hee be not the true ſeruant of 
God now, yetin goodtime, 
by Gods grace hee may bee, 
Thou mayeft not impart the 


be- 


CE — 
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The Mothers B Iſing. 


benefits of God, asneere xs 
thou .canſt, but to thoſe who 
thou know'ſtro be the Lords 
true ſeruants, and thou muſt 
doe it forthe lone thou bea- 
reftto God, Why ſhouldeſt 
thou not loue Gods children 
much more then any goods 
thou haſt? There is great 


xeaſon to doe it, abletoper- | 
| {wade any man, if his heart 


bee not of ſtone, For G'OD 
made ys molt excellent crea- 
tures, according to his owne 
image. Satan came by ſtealth 
and {ubrilty,and through en- 
vie ſtole away that excellent 
imagefrom vs, and made vs 
molt vgly perſons, defor- 
med Diuels, '{o that we were 
aſhamed of our ſelues,ranne 
away and hid our felues, and 
wee were good for nothing, 

M but 


| 
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| "The Mothers Bleſring. 


but cuill for all things, fir for 
nothing bur fire-brands of 
hell, into the which we were 
ready cuery.houre to fall, and 
Gad had ſaid; that if we ſuf 
fered-the divell ro decciue vs, 
hell ſhould bee our portion, 
the divell ſtood gaping tore. 


ceiuvevs: wert thou not in 2 


miſerable caſe then? I tell | 
| thee, wee were all in this mi. 


ſcrable caſe, And Irtell thee 
true, I am ſorry at the hearr, 


| when I ſee any that doth nor 
| conſider the caſe wherein he 


was, and Iam afraide, leſt a- 


ny of you ſhould forget the |þ 


ſtate wherein yee were, and 
ſo become vnthankefull, and 
fall into it agame, Oh, the 


. danger is great! Buctell me, 


wouldeſt thou not loue him, 


4 that would come and make 
| thee | 


—. OT VR _—— 


| 


— 
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The Mothers Bleſring. 
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thee like a God againe, and 


waſh away all thy filthy poi- 


ſon, and deliver thee trom 
the flauery of the Diuell and 


from the fire of hell, and ſer | 


thee in Paradiſe againe ; yea, 
inſucha Paradiſc as the Di- 
uell can never haue power to 
deceiue thee 2 and for thy 
better aſſurance bids thee 


| hold thee by him, and thou 


ſhalt nexer need to feare ? If 
thou ſhouldeſt not loue him 
and all his,thou wert greatly 
ro blame, But I know now in 
thy diftreſſe thou doeſt not 
make ſo much queſtion, whe. 
ther thou ſhouldeſt loue him 
orno; for thou thinkeſt it vn- 
poſsible b: t that thou ſhoul- 
deft loue him and all his, and 
do whatſocuer he would bid 
thee, If thou were once 
M 2 


a 


—— 


Gods 1 


OO ——— 
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——_— 


|Gods fauour againe , thou 


wouldeſt not diſobey him 
for all rhe Diuels and worlds 
that cuer were, But oh the 
miſerie! heere is the thing 


| how is it poſsible that thou 


ſhouldeſt be helped? God is 
thineen2mie, the Diuell is 
thine enemy, the World can 
doe thee no good, nor make 
thee cleane : for all the bloud 
within thy veines is corrup- 


come moſt filthy poiſon, and ; 


deformed like the Diuel,and 
thou art aſhame to thy ſelfe, 
although no body ſee thee 
but thy ſelfe, and hell fire is 
ſo bigge, that all the water in. 
the world cannot quench it, 

Thus beginning to deſpaire, 


| thy rorments beginne toins 
| creaſc, | 


The Mothers Bleſſing, | 
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red, thy heart. bloud is bee 


| thou art become moſt vgly, | 
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creaſe', when thou couldeft 
ice no way to eſcape it : but 
oh the loue of GOD, the 
wonderfull loue of God to- 
ward thee, neuer to bee cx- 
preſſed, not for any goodnes 
that isin thee ; for behold 
here what a filthy creature 


thou art; but for the cuerla. 
ſting goodnefle that wasin 


himſelte,his great mercy and 
wonderfull wiſedome , hee 
found a way , cuen for his 


' owne ſake; orelſe man and 


his poſteritie had beene bur: 
ning in hell fire for ever and 
euer, How did he fiad a way? 
he ſent his own Son to waſh 
this filthy creature man; his 
onely Sonne,]I ſay,the Sonne 
of God, And how did hee 


waſh him 2 No water would 


make him cleane ; he waſhed | 


| M 3 him 
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The CMethers Bleſſing. | 


him with his own bloud,and 
hee ſweat water and bloud, 
with waſhing of him ; yea he 


=_ 


gaue it man to drinke, that it 
might enter into his heart, 
and ſo: runne thorow all. his 
yeines,and ſocleanſe him in- 
deed. Mans fleſh was corrup- 
ted,. The Sonne of: God brake 
his body, and fare them his fleſh 
toeate, that it might renue 
their fleſh, and that their le- 
profie might bee healed:and 
the Sonne of God did this 
indeed ; hee brake his body, 


ſhed his heart-bloud, and | 


and gauec it vs to feed on ; he 
-ſhed his bloud, and gaue it 
vs todrinke, orclſe wecould 
neuer haue bin cleanſed, But 
woe 15 mee, God would not 
accept him ; he ſaid that man 


for his diſobedience to him, 
| and 


x 


' 
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and obeying the Diuell,muſt 
goe to hell and burne there, 
Oh the mercies of the Sonne 
of God, how is it poſsible 
they ſhould bee fhaddowed 
out ! for no body can ex- 
prefle the depth of it, that 
hee would indure the paines 
of hel] for vs: he being man, 
indured them; and beeing 
God , onercame them: hee 
ſtopped rhe mouth of the di- | 
uell, ſhut the gates of hell, 
rooke man by the hand, he 


hauing waſhed him; and in- 20b.14.7+ 


dured the paines of hell for 
him; kee takes him by the 
hand, I fay, and leades him 
to his Father, he accepts him 
in Chrit, Oh the mercies of 
Gop in Cnxisrt, that are 
neuer able to bee fer our by 
man ! Man through his fall | 


M4 wrought 


Mat.1 6.1 6 


The Mothers Bleſſing. 


lone by bimſelfez Chriſt,the 
Sonne of God, hat? wrought 
his recouerie alone by him- 
ſclfe,withoutthe helpe of a- 
ny,and ſet man in a far better 
elttate, then hee was before; 
 fornow hee hath giuen him 
the hand of faith ro hold on 
. him, that hee may neuer fall : 
before, man was alone, bur 
now, hee is ioyned faſt ynto 
Chriſt by faith, Now what 
hath man to doe?? To follow 
Chriſt, and take hold of him 
by faith, Not that man de- 
ſerueth heauen by following 
Chriſt, no norby his faith; 
but bee taketh hold of him, 
which hath deſerued heauen 
for him , and bringeth him 
| thither; and ſerteth him in 
| aglorious place by God his 
Father, 


— —_— 


Wrought h1s vtiter ruline as | 


| 


OO 
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Father , and God accepteth 
him in Chrift,and taketh him 
at his hands, No man commeth 
to the Father, but by mee (\{ayth 
Chriſt.) Now oughteſt not 
thou in conſcience to loue, 
obey, and follow his coun- 
ſell, that hath done this 
forthee? and ro loue all his | 
children and ſeruants, better |' 
then the children & ſeruants |) 
of thy vtter enemy the diue], | 
who was not onely enemy to 
thee, then, when he firſt cor- 
rupred thee and thy ſecd, but | 
hee is vtter enemy to thee 
ſill , andnot onely anvtrer 
enemy to thee, but alſo to | 
Chrift thy Saviour, and will) 
by all means hinder him, and 
impoueriſh his Kingdome , 
and ifhe can poſſible, he will 
vring thee from Chriſt ro hel | 
M 5 againe? 


i 
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.againe? And wilt thou inrich 


{ jmpoueriſh his Kingdome , 
toſpeake againſt his Ward , 


| ſaying: If chou artaltogether 
| on Chriſts ide, thouart not 
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his Kingdome for a. little 
goods ( which Chriſt never! 
bidthee get) who isan vt- 
ter enemy to thy Saviour , 
and feeketh by-all meanes to 


to {coffe at them that follow 
him. : yea, often ſoppeth- 
their mouthes that would 


gladly ſpeake on Chriſts fide, 


Ceſars friend, & wilt not in- 
rich his kingdome ? Thou 
know'ſt when thou inricheſt- 
Satans kingdom,thou weak- 
neſt the Kingdom of Chriſt , 
in that thou weakeneſt thy | 
faith ; for thou-canſt not 10 
faith part with any of- thy 
goods, to one whome thou 

doſt | 
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doſt notthinke the ſeruant of 
Godin Chriit; and whatſce- 
Ker 18 not of faith, is ſm. And1I 
prooue this vnto thee thus : 
When thou loſeſt the fauour 


' of God , and becommeſt a 
' bond-flaue of the dtuell,thou 


— 
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\ 


loſeft all the bleſſings, which | 


God in mercy hath made for 
thee, and beſtowed on;thee, 
Bur they did-not then fall ro 
the diuell, bur did fall ro the 
Lord whoſe they were ; for 
they were not thine before , 
but the Lords,and therefore, 
thou couldcit not loſe, nor 
forfet them ro the dine}}: yet 
thou haſt loſt them from thy 
ſelf,and they fel totheLord; 
who lent thee thera fo Jong 
as thou dialt ſerue him , bur 
the Diuell finding thee pol- 
ſeft of them, claymeth them 

now, 
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now, not that hee hath avy 
right tothem, bur like an v- 
furping Tyrant; and it was 
thy fault inyeelding thy o- 
bedience to him, which ma- 
keth him to claime thee as 
his bond-flaue, and all thy 
o00ds to beat his comman- 
dement, but thou haſt no- 
thing toloſe but thy ſelf,and 
thar thou loſeſt, but Chriſt 
redeemed thee, Take heede 
therefore; for as an vſurping 


| Tyrant, who hauing gotten 
' ence poſleſision of a King- 
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| 


dome , will ener after Jay 
claime to ir, and will vſe all 
the meanes hee can to get it 
apaine; and the firſt poſſeſsi- 
on is not onely a great light 
to make him ger it the cafier, 


and . O . . © 
bur alſo it maketh him, it hee 
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get it againe, to Keep it more ; 


(2 


:ronglys | 
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ſtrongly, and fortifie it with 
a mighry power, and keepe 
watch and ward in it, that he 
will neuer loſe jt againe: So 
will the diuell ; and therefore 
take heede thou deale not 
with any of the ſeruants of 
the divell, nor by no meanes 
inrich his Kingdome, If a no- 
ble & worthy-minded man, 
who hath great poſſeſſions, 
paſſe by ſome puddle, where 
hee ſhould ſee a Harlot ca- 
ting away her owne Sonnezif 
he ſhould inquire for the fa- | 
ther, and finde, that contrary 
to nature, hee were run away 
from his owne child, leauing | 
it tovytter ruine and deſtruc- 
tion ; if this noble-minded 
Gentleman ſhould take vp 
the child, and cauſeit ro bee 


359 


waſhed, and clothed, and | 
fedde, ' 


—— 
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fedde, and cauſe it ro bee 1- 
truced , and taught thoſe 
things which it were fit it 
ſhould learne, and when hee 
came to be a man, he ſhould 
ſay , I found thee thus and 
thus, and ſeeing no body had 
care of thee, I rooke thee vp, 
and eucr ſince maintayned 
thee in-good eſtate; and now 
I would haue thee acquain- 
ted with my affaires and bu- 
fineſfle; for I meane to truſt 
thee with thoſe things that ] 
hauc : for ſoitis, my King 
calleth for me,and the affairs 


| of my Country require that 


I ſhould negle& mine owne 


buſines & attend vpon ther; | 
wherefore I leaue'my Lands, | 
Lordſhips and Tenements 


with you in truſt, till Icome 


ap2in;tert them to my friends, | 
and | 


— — 
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and let them penny-worths, 
that they may well live vpor. 
them: let your owne friends 
ſome part of them; deale ſo 
init, asat my coming home 
I may finde you faichfull. 
Now if this feruant ſhould 
negle@t his charge, negle&' 
his owne friends and his ma- 
ſters, and go fora littlemore 
rent, Which his maſter cared 


not a whit for, & ler his lands. 


and tenements to his vtter 
enemies, who growing rich 
with the lands and goods of 
this noble Lord:, would bee 
ready to bid him batrell ar 
his return home, & to ſtrike 
at him with his owne ſword ; 
indge you , would not this 
Lord thinke, he had dealtve- 
ry euilt with him? nay, would 
not cuery honeſt man that 


ſhould 
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ſhould but heare of it, thinke 
and ſay that hee had dealt 
moſt vildly with ſo good a 
Lord and Maſter,and that he 
were neuer mcete to come in 
the company of an honeſt 
man againe ? Thus bath 
Chriſt dealt with vs; When 
our Wicked father and vn- 


godly mother, eAdam and 


Ewe, caſt vs into the puddle 
of ſin, and ran away and left 
vs there, where wee ſhould 
| never haue been able ro have 


| ) gotten out, leſus Chriſt, the 


' onely Cangs of the high and 
mighty God , our mercifu)] 
Lord and Sauiour came by 
and waſhed vs, and brought 
vs. vp at his owne coſt and 
charges, and wee haue no- 
thing but from him; hee 


taught vs himſelfe in al oo0d 


ens << 
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doGrine ; and being goneto 
oucrcome the enemie of his 
King and Country, hee hath 
left his goods with thee, bids 
thee to deale well with his 
{cruants, and let them: good 
peny-worths, and deale not 
with his enemies; neither 
make any marriage vvith 
them :- yet thou for a little 
money wilt buy and ſell, mar- 
ry and giue in marriage with 
them ; yea, and thinkeft, be- 
cauſe thou find'ft them more 
rich inthe-vvorld, they are 
better for thee to deale with- 
all; and yer they are the vtter 


enemies of thy Lord, and wil 


| bee ready atbis comming to 
bid him battel], and ſtrike at 


| him with his owne ſword, 


| 
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CHaAP, 4, 


The right wſe of goods, | 
Eere thou ſeeſt,, what 
cauſe thou haſt tor loue 

Chriſt and his ſeruants, and 

how thou oughteſt not to 

loue thine own; bar to vſcir, 
as the Lord hath appointed. 
thee whoſe indeed ir is. If 
thon dealeft not with thy 
Lords goods and lands, ashe 
| hath appointed thee,artthon 
not ina great fault? Surely, 
thou haft nothing ro ſay for 
thy ſelfe;-ſaue to appeale to 
his mercy,confeſſe thy finnes, 

and amend thy life, Burt if a 

Preacher, whom God hath | 

enlightnedto fee , what hee | 

was out of Chtjſt, and what | 


— -- 


| he is in Chriſt, and hath wil- | 
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led him to tell the people 
from his mourh, how he and 
they ſhouid now behaue 
| | |rhemſclues inwardly in their 
| [hearts,and ourwardlyintheir Tit.2-r- 
goods and ſubſtance; if he. 
Ifay, whom God: hath ſer Mat.5.14. 
| vpon a hill to giue light to 
many; if he,I ſay, whom God 
hath given much ynto,, and 
of whom much ſhall beere- 
{ {| quired; If hee, 1fay,whem | 2442 12.48 
the ſunne of vnderſtanding 
| | ſhould ariſe ypon ; nay, if he, 
I ſay, in whoſe heart the glo- | 
rious: Sonne of God ſhould 
ſhine, will darken his glory 
with the thick clouds, or ra- 
ther thicke clods of this car= 
| then- world, his fin is great: 
\ | | but whatdid I ſay, darken 
| * [rheirlight? nay,they darken | 
che lightof the Goſpel], that | 
all 
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all ſhouldice to goe by: nay, 


they darken the glorious 


light of the Son of God, and 
 ecliple his glory; whereas 


they ſhould drawe many wvnto 


| Chriſt by their liberalitie and 


true preaching, they dUriue 


many from Chriſt by loue % 


their owne (as they ſay) and 
by their idlenefle and negh- 
gence in preaching (as ſay) 
and I ſay,this loue of their 
own, as they call ic,is a thou- 
ſand times worſe in them, 
and doth a multitude morc 
of hurt, then in other ordi- 
narie men, vyho loue the 
world as well as they; but 
there are not ſo many that 
looke on them, and God hath 
not ſet them fora light, as he 
hath done thepreachers, And 


the reaſon why the preachers | 
are| 
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| are many times ouercome, is 
| this, becauſe the enemie 
| doth bend all his forces a- 
| gainft them., not vnlike the 
| enemy to the Iſraelites, who 
| aid, Fight xeither agamſt more 
| nor leſſe, but againſt the King of 
[ſrael.So doth our enemy the 
| Diuell , hee fighteth neither 

againſt more nor lefſe, bur a- 
gainſt the Capraines of 'the | 


chers ; for hee knoweth,rthat 
if they bee once ouercome, 

then the vyhole armie will: 
ſoone bee confounded and | 
brought to nought, Beyou 
all vpholders of ther, which 
by no meanes can bee done, 


| | Preachers ſhould pray for all, |} 
* | ſo all ſhould ſend vp their 


but by prayer ; for as our; 
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prayers to Almightie God, | 


in 


L.KIng. 2.24] 
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| ro be chiefe Preacher to the 
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in the name of his Sonne, to 
ſend his holy Spiric into che 
bearts of the Preachers, to 
ſanRifie them throughour, 
that they may be holy 4n bo. 
dy and minde, following the 
example of our Sauior Chriſt, 
who ſayd to Peter his Apo- 
tle, whem he had appointed 
Church of the Iewes, Peter, | 
Peter, Sathan hath deſired to 
winnow thee like wheat, but I 
baue prayed that thy faith faile 
not, Againe S, Panl appoin- 
ted by the Son of God to bee 
chietePreacher to the church 
of the Gentiles, witneſſeth of | 
himfſelfe, ſaying : The meſſen» 
ger of Sathan was ſent to buffet 
me, but 1 beſought the Lord le-| | 
ſus that hee might depart from | + 
mee, Now in theſe two great 
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| combates made between the 
Diucll and the deare children 
| of God, yee ſee that prayer 

is the weapon hw the| 
| Tempter is ouercom, Wher- 
fore I earneſtly entreat you, 
| let yourprayers alwayes bee 
| ſentvp to GOD, through 
| Chriſt,for the Preachers,and 
| All ſuchas are in high places, 
| that ſo they continuing firme 
| and Rtedfaſt, yourfairh may 
| by thembe more confirmed, 
| Andthebleſsing of God 
| Almightie, the Father, the 
| Sonne, and the Holy Ghoſt, 
| bewithyouall, from this 
time,cuen to the end 

of the world, 


| eAmen, 
FINTS. 


